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“It’s  as  if  AIDS  were  bomber 
jackets:  it  comes  in,  support 
it,  buy  it,  it  looks  fabulous. 
Suddenly  it’s  out.  ‘Oh,  well, 
we  just  bought  this  last  year, 
but  throw  it  away  and  on  to 
something  else.’  ’’ 


—  One  story  about  living  with  AIDS 
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Statens  Witness  Changes  Story 


Jersey  NAMBLA  Member  Found  Guilty 


By  Bob  Nelson 

HACKENSACK,  N.J.  —  A 
member  of  the  steering  committee 
of  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  was  found  guilty 
on  Oct.  21  on  four  statutory 
charges  of  criminal  sexual  contact 
with  an  underage  teenage  boy.  The 
acts  in  question  were  found  to 
violate  New  Jersey’s  age  of 
consent,  which  is  sixteen. 

The  defendant,  41 -year-old 
James  Cooper,  a  Paramus 
computer  engineer,  had  been  tried 
once  before  in  Bergen  County 
criminal  court  last  June.  At  that 
time,  the  jury  had  acquitted 
Cooper  on  two  counts  of  a  six- 
count  indictment,  but  was  unable 
to  return  a  unanimous  verdict  on 
the  remainig  four  counts.  Those 
four  counts  were  the  subjects  of 
the  most  recent  trial. 

Assistant  prosecutor  Raymond 
Farrington  said  in  opening 
statements  that  he  would  show 
how  Cooper  “had  seduced  a 
neophyte  into  the  ways  of  sex” 
and  how  the  boy  had  been 
“recruited”  to  write  pro- 
NAMBLA  literature.  Farrington’s 
star  witness  was  David  Carlson,  a 
blonde  eighteen-year-old  who 
testified  he  had  first  met  Cooper  at 
an  all-male  New  Year’s  Eve  party 
at  the  end  of  1979. 

Carlson  said  that  he  next  saw 
Cooper  at  the  birthday  party  of  a 
mutual  friend  in  February,  1981, 
and  that  it  was  then  that  Cooper 


and  Carlson  first  had  sex.  Asked 
by  the  prosecutor  to  describe  the 
acts,  Carlson  hesitated  and 
replied,  “That  would  be  hard  to 
say.”  Farrington  had  to  ask  for  a 
recess  before  Carlson  would  testify 
that  “he  fondled  my  genital  area, 
took  my  pants  down  and  put  his 
mouth  on  my  penis.” 

At  the  trial  in  June,  however, 
Carlson  testified  that  his  initiation 
had  occurred  not  in  February,  but 
in  September  of  1981,  only  one 
month  before  his  sixteenth 
birthday  on  Oct.  24.  Defense 
counsel  Charles  Grossman  had 
suggested  at  the  time  that  the 
friend’s  birthday  was  actually  in 
February,  prompting  Carlson  to 
change  his  story  and  explain  that 
“you  just  freshened  up  my  mind.” 
But  the  witness  then  maintained 
that  the  party  would  have  been  in 
February,  1981  rather  than  in 
1982,  admitting  that  he  was  “hazy 
about  dates”  and  that  the 
prosecution  had  “helped  him  to 
firm  up  dates  and  stuff.” 

In  October,  Carlson  would 
admit  to  no  such  haziness,  saying 
that  he  was  now  “absolutely 
certain”  about  the  dates  involved, 
a  phrase  he  had  also  used  in  June. 
In  fact,  Carlson  said  that  as  time 
went  on,  his  memory  of  the  event 
had  improved,  prompting  the 
defense  to  note  “the  witness 
admits  to  an  incredible  ability  to 
secure  certainty  about  past  events 


as  time  unfolds.” 

The  defense  proceeded  to 
demolish  the  prosecution’s 
contention  that  Cooper  had 
initiated  Carlson  into  sex,  by 
asking  the  witness  whether  he  had 
not,  in  fact,  had  a  relationship 
with  a  21 -year-old,  (referred  to 
only  by  the  singular  name  of 
“Sticker”)  prior  to  the 
relationship  with  Cooper.  Carlson 
admitted  this  was  the  case.  Carlson 
also  agreed  that  Cooper  would 
never  pick  him  up  at  his  parents’ 
house,  unless  Carlson  first  called 
Cooper  and  asked  him  to  visit.  He 
said  that  while  they  were  together, 
he  had  seen  Cooper  “just  about 
every  weekend.” 

Corroborating  evidence  in  the 
case  included  a  series  of  slides 
confiscated  by  Bergen  County 
Police  from  the  home  of  a  New 
Jersey  NAMBLA  member  who 
had  taken  “thousands”  of 
pictures  at  social  events  involving 
men  and  boys.  The  thirty  photos 
selected  as  evidence  by  the 
prosecution  showed  Carlson  and 
his  younger  brother  Walter  in 
jeans  or  shorts,  with  no  shirts, 
wrestling  with  Cooper  or  other 
men  or  being  held  by  them. 
Carlson  also  identified  black  and 
white  enlargements  taken  by  police 
when  they  searched  Cooper’s 
home  on  June  18,  1982,  the  day  of 
his  arrest.  These  shots  featured 
posters  of  young  boys  on  Cooper’s 


Minneapolis  Gay  Judge 
Removed  from  Bench 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  Henne¬ 
pin  County  District  Court  judge 
has  lost  the  first  round  in  his  battle 
to  remain  on  the  bench  following 
his  arrest  for  soliciting  a  male  pro¬ 
stitute  and  his  subsequent 
acknowledgement  that  he  is  gay. 

The  three  judge  panel,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  story  in  the  Minneapolis 
paper  Equal  Time,  ruled  on  Oc¬ 
tober  3,  that  Judge  Crane  Winton 
should  be  removed  from  the 
bench.  Winton  has  served  21  years 
as  a  judge,  16  years  in  Hennepin 
County. 

Judge  Winton’s  difficulties 
began  in  February,  1982  when  a 
Minneapolis  television  station  did 
an  investigative  report  on  teenage 
prostitution  in  a  Minneapolis 
park.  As  a  result  of  the  probe, 
Winton  was  arrested  and  charged 
with  solicitation,  a  misdemeanor. 
He  was  assessed  a  $300  fine  and 
returned  to  the  bench,  where  he 
has  remained  since. 

Subsequent  to  his  arrest  and 
conviction,  a  three  judge  review 
panel  was  convened  to  hold 
disciplinary  hearings.  During  the 
hearings,  Winton  was  questioned 
about  his  involvement  with 
hustlers  and  past  acts  of  consen¬ 
sual  sodomy.  In  addition,  Winton 
was  specifically  asked  about  his 
future  behavior.  Winton  told  the 
panel  that  he  would  no  longer 
solicit,  but  upon  further  question¬ 
ing  acknowledged  that  he  may 
again  violate  the  state  sodomy  law 
in  his  private  relationships. 

An  earlier  story  in  GCN  (Vol. 
10,  No.  45)  quoted  Peter  Thomp¬ 
son,  one  of  Winton’s  lawyers  as 
saying  “He  [Winton]  is  willing  to 
live  his  life  as  a  mature,  responsi¬ 


ble,  homosexual  adult.  And  that 
includes  no  activities  with  pro¬ 
stitutes.  That  does  include  a  satis¬ 
fying  adult  relationship  —  intellec¬ 
tually,  sexually,  emotionally  — 
with  men.  That’s  not  a  decision 
which  brings  disrepute  on  the 
judiciary.” 

In  Minnesota,  consensual 
sodomy  includes  both  oral  and 
anal  sex,  and  is  illegal. 

Joseph  Friedberg,  one  of  Win¬ 
ton’s  attorneys,  told  GCN  that  an 
important  part  of  the  panel’s  deci¬ 
sion  rests  on  Winton’s  refusal  to 
rule  out  any  further  violations  of 
the  state  sodomy  laws.  While  the 
panel  maintains  that  the  ruling  is 
not  because  he  is  homosexual, 
Friedberg  maintains  that  it  is,  be¬ 
cause  the  law  is  discriminatory. 

Friedberg  said,  “The  panel  is 
saying  that  they  are  not  making 
this  decision  because  he  is 
homosexual.  They  say  that  they 
are  taking  the  position  that  to  be 
homosexual  and  have  any  sex 
rights  at  all,  you  would  have  to 
violate  the  prohibition  against 
sodomy.  They  give  lip  service  [to 
non-discrimination]  but  make  the 
differentiation  because  he  is  gay.” 

During  the  course  of  the  hear¬ 
ing,  it  was  argued  by  Winton’s 
lawyers  that  the  sodomy  laws  are 
antiquated  and  that  Winton  was 
being  singled  out.  Testimony  was 
admitted,  according  to  Friedberg, 
which  indicated  that  75%  of 
judges  and  99%  of  lawyers  violate 
the  state’s  sodomy  laws. 

In  addition,  much  attention  was 
focused  on  another  Minneapolis 
judge,  Walter  Mann,  who  also  had 
been  convicted  three  years  ago  of 
involvement  with  women  pro¬ 


stitutes.  Judge  Mann,  who  is 
presumably  heterosexual,  was 
returned  to  the  bench  with  a  repri¬ 
mand.  The  panel  maintains  that 
the  differences  between  the  cases  is 
the  difference  between  the  judges’ 
statements  of  future  intent.  But 
Mann,  in  his  testimony  during  the 
trial  said,  “Crane  Winton  has 
more  courage  than  1.  That’s  why  I 
capitulated  and  signed  the  stip¬ 
ulation.  I  took  the  easy  way  out.  1 
assume  that  many  married 
couples,  including  judges  and 
lawyers,  engage  in  sodomy.” 

The  panel  also  heard  testimony 
from  other  judges  and  lawyers 
who  maintained  that  Winton  is 
highly  competent.  Winton’s 
lawyers  argued  that  his  competen¬ 
cy  outweighed  any  short  term 
damage  done  to  the  court’s  and 
Winton’s  reputation. 

The  panel  disagreed,  with  Equal 
Time  quoting  the  panel  as  saying, 
“People  may  . . .  accept  or  adopt 
any  lifestyle  they  wish,  but  in  so 
doing  they  also  adopt  and  accept 
the  effect  of  public  regulations, 
whether  good  or  bad,  of  activities 
which  are  part  of  such  a  lifestyle, 
and  are  crimes,  together  with  the 
public  perception  of  them  when 
they  commit  such  crimes.” 

Friedberg  told  GCN  that  he  ex¬ 
pects  the  Board  of  Review  to  rub¬ 
ber  stamp  the  panel’s  re¬ 
commendation  to  remove  Winton. 
From  there,  the  case  wilt  go  to  the 
Suprerne  Court  where  lawyers  for 
Winton  will  argue  that  the  laws  are 
antiquated,  that  they  are  an  inva¬ 
sion  of  privacy  and  that  they 
discriminate  against  gay  people. 

Friedberg  estimates  a  final  rul¬ 
ing  will  take  at  least  three  months. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


bedroom  walls,  along  with 
pictures  of  Carlson  on  a  bedside 
table. 

But  probably  the  most  damning 
evidence  was  a  stack  of  NAMBLA 
publications  taken  from  Cooper’s 
home  and  admitted  into  evidence 
by  Judge  Alfred  D.  Schiaffo, 
under  a  rule  permitting  evidence 
that  demonstrated  a  defendant’s 
“state  of  mind”  regarding  the 
alleged  crime.  Among  the 
publications  shown  to  the  jury  was 
“Boys  Speak  Out  on  Man/Boy 
Love,”  the  leaflet  for  which 
Cooper  had  asked  Carlson  to 
write.  The  prosecution  also 
produced  a  NAMBLA  checkbook 
to  support  its  claim  that  Cooper 
was  NAMBLA’s  recording 
secretary. 

The  only  other  witness  in  the 


trial  was  investigator  Michael 
Trahey,  chief  of  the  pedophile 
squad  of  the  Bergen  County  Sex 
Crimes  Unit.  Trahey  testified  that 
he  had  gone  to  the  Carlson  home 
on  June  18  at  about  8:00  a.m.  and 
had  found  only  the  three  Carlson 
children  at  home.  Trahey  and  two 
other  investigators  then  entered 
the  house  and  went  to  the 
bathroom  where  they  found  David 
Carlson  taking  a  bath.  Trahey 
admitted  there  had  been  “words” 
between  himself  and  Carlson,  but 
denied  —  as  Carlson  had  testified 
—  that  Carlson  had  taken  a  swing 
at  him  or  that  he  had  threatened 
Carlson  with  arrest.  Trahey  also 
testified  under  cross-examination 
that  he  had  never  obtained 
permission  from  Carlson’s  parents 
Continued  on  page  17 


Arson  Suspected 
In  Church  Fire 


By  John  Kyper 

ROXBURY,  MA  —  A  fire  of 
suspicious  origin  severly  damaged 
the  parish  house  of  the  First 
Church  in  Roxbury,  during  the 
early  morning  hours  of  Saturday 
October  22.  The  fierce  blaze 
gutted  the  office  of  the  mixed  gay 
and  black  congregation  and  had 
begun  to  spread  to  the  rest  of  the 
building  before  fire  fighters 
brought  it  under  control. 

A  fire  accelerant  had  apparently 
been  poured  over  the  desk  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Payne  and  totally 
destroyed  it  along  with  the 
church’s  records.  In  addition, 
several  basement  windows  in  the 
adjacent  church  building  had  been 
broken. 

The  First  Church,  founded  by 
the  Puritans  in  1630,  is  the  third 
oldest  church  in  the  city  of  Boston 
—  and  one  of  the  oldest  Protestant 
churches  in  North  America.  It  has 
been  Unitarian  since  the  schism 
with  Congregationalism  in  the 
mid- 1820s. 

More  recently,  its  white,  elderly 
congregation  had  been  steadily 
dwindling,  as  increasing  numbers 
of  blacks.  Latinos  and 
countercultural  whites  began  to 
move  into  the  Fort  Hill  area  during 
the  past  two  decades. 

In  1976  the  Rev.  Payne  was 
hired  in  an  effort  to  keep  the 
church,  now  a  Registered  National 
Historic  Landmark,  as  a  going 
entity.  Among  his  many  activities, 
Payne  has  counseled  youths, 
organized  the  Southern  Black 
College  Tour  for  local  high  school 


students,  and  currently  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Boston  School 
Committee  from  District  7. 

The  church  has  become  a  focus 
for  the  community,  providing 
meeting  space  for  the 
neighborhood  association  and  for 
meetings  to  fight  the  widespread 
arson  that  is  pandemic  in  Fort  Hill 
and  elsewhere  in  the  city. 

The  small  congregation  reflects 
the  diversity  of  Fort  Hill,  including 
a  small  gay  community  that  has 
been  moving  into  the  area  since  the 
early  1970s.  Several  weeks  ago,  the 
minister  conducted  a  memorial 
service  for  the  lover  of  a  member 
of  the  church,  preempting  the 
regularly  scheduled  weekly 
Thursday  service.  Gay 
participation,  however,  has  also 
led  to  accusations  from  some 
quarters  that  “white  faggots” 
have  taken  over  the  church. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  fire  and 
following  a  special  service, 
members  of  the  church  held  a 
Sunday  press  conference  attended 
by  mayoral  candidates  Ray  Flynn 
and  Mel  King.  Ian  Johnson  read  a 
statement  demanding  that  the 
Governor,  the  state’s  Attorney 
General  and  the  City  Council 
seriously  investigate  and  prosecute 
arson.  Johnson  urged  both 
candidates  to  detail  how  they 
intend  to  improve  the  anti-arson 
efforts  of  the  Police  and  Fire 
Departments. 

The  press  conference  came  on 
the  heels  of  a  controversial  article 
Continued  on  page  17 
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quote  of  the  week 

“We  have  to  find  a  way  to  take  gay  rights  out  of 
the  gay  ghetto.  I  want  to  take  it  out  of  being  a  special 
interest.  I  think  it  is  in  every  person’s  interest  to  have 
their  notion  of  sexuality  expanded.” 

—  Barbara  Ehrenreich,  feminist  writer 
and  recently  elected  co-chair  of 
Democratic  Socialists  of  America, 
in  In  These  Times,  Vol.  7,  No.  40 


orthodox  greeks  threaten  to  withdraw 
from  church  council 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  spiritual  leader  of  2 
million  U.S.  Orthodox  Greeks  has  threatened  to  with¬ 
draw  his  church  from  the  National  Council  of  Church¬ 
es  should  the  Council  approve  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches  (MCC)  for  membership,  according 
to  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

Archbishop  lakovos  said  on  Oct.  18  that  his  and 
eight  other  Eastern  churches  would  pull  out  of  the 
Council  if  the  gay  and  lesbian  MCC  is  found  eligible, 
lakovos  called  the  Council’s  consideration  of  MCC 
“inconceivable.”  “They  are  completely  unchristian 
and  contrary  to  accepted  Christian  ecclesiology,” 
declared  the  Archbishop. 

MCC  founder  Rev.  Troy  Perry  said  he  was  “sorely 
disappointed”  by  the  intentions  of  lakovos’  church, 
But,  Perry  said  his  church  will  not  withdraw  its  appli¬ 
cation  “after  we’ve  gone  this  far.” 

The  Council  will  vote  on  the  technical  eligibility 
of  MCC  at  its  semiannual  governing  board  meeting 
Nov.  9-11  in  Hartford,  Conn.  If  approved  by  simple 
majority,  the  next  step  for  the  gay/lesbian  church 
would  be  to  secure  a  three-quarters  vote  for  admis¬ 
sion  next  year. 


fbi  sued  for  files  on  gay  surveillance 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  suit  was  filed  Oct.  11 
against  the  FBI  to  gain  the  release  of  agency  docu¬ 
ments  related  to  33  years  of  surveillance  of  gay  acti¬ 
vists,  according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  Foundation 
of  Southern  California  filed  the  suit  on  behalf  of 
researcher  Dan  Simonowski.  Siminowski  has  for 
more  than  a  year  been  trying  to  get  access  to  informa¬ 
tion  about  surveillance  of  the  gay/lesbian  community. 
He  is  researching  the  topic  for  a  book  which  he 
believes  will  show  “a  pattern  of  collusion  between 
federal  agencies  that  was  based  more  on  fear  and 
prejudice  than  on  definable  law  enforcement  needs.” 


boy  scouts  will  appeal  pro-gay  ruling 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
will  appeal  the  Oct.  3  court  order  to  reinstate  a  gay 
Boy  Scout,  according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  “We 
just  don’t  think  parents  want  homosexuals  in  the 
troops,”  said  a  Boy  Scout  executive. 

But  Superior  Court  Judge  Robert  Weil  instructed 
the  Boy  Scouts  to  show  “a  rational  connection. . . 
between  homosexual  conduct  and  any  significant 
danger  of  harm  to  the  association”  before  they  can 
expel  gay  members. 

Timothy  Curran,  an  Eagle  Scout,  had  been 
ousted  by  his  area  council  when  it  was  learned  he  is 
gay.  He  had  applied  to  become  an  adult  leader  and 
was  considered  an  “ideal  scout”  by  his  former  scout¬ 
master  in  Berkeley. 


Seattle  aids  list  questioned 

SEATTLE  —  A  list  of  names  of  ten  persons  being 
“evaluated  for  AIDS-related  symptoms”  intended  for 
use  by  laboratory  workers  somehow  ended  up  in  the 
hands  of  some  local  police  officers,  according  to  the 
Seattle  publication  Lights. 

The  list  was  developed  by  Harborview  Medical 
Center  and  was  to  be  used  by  authorized  staff  only  to 
“continue  to  provide  care  and  protect  their  own 
health,”  according  to  Lita  Edwards,  director  of  com¬ 
munity  relations  at  Harborview. 

The  King  County  Department  of  Public  Health 
issued  a  statement  on  Sept.  29  which  concluded  that 
a  breach  of  medical  confidentiality  had  not  occurred 
in  development  of  the  list.  The  health  department 
maintained  this  despite  the  fact  that  their  own  inves¬ 
tigation  revealed  that  many  named  on  the  list  did  not 
“have  AIDS  or  AIDS-like  symptoms.” 

Neither  Harborview  officials  nor  health  depart¬ 
ment  workers  can  explain  how  the  list  fell  into  the 
hands  of  police  officers. 

A  board  member  of  the  Seattle  Gay  Clinic  insist¬ 
ed  that  medical  confidentiality  had  been  breached. 
The  clinic  board  has  recommended  mandatory  educa¬ 
tion  on  AIDS  for  all  police  and  public  safety  per¬ 
sonnel. 


co-op  prevented  from  evicting  aids 
researcher 

NEW  YORK  —  A  preliminary  injunction  granted 
on  October  14  will  prevent  a  Greenwich  Village  Co-op 
from  evicting  a  doctor  who  treats  people  with  AIDS  in 
his  medical  office  in  the  co-op. 

State  Supreme  Court  Justice  Ira  Gammerman 
granted  the  injunction  agains;t  the  49  W.  12th  St. 
Tenants  Corporation  to  forestall  the  eviction  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Sonnabend,  who  conducts  research  on  AIDS, 
from  his  clinical  offices.  The  tenants’  group  threaten¬ 
ed  Sonnabend  with  eviction  because  he  treats  pa¬ 
tients  with  AIDS.  Some  tenants  were  worried  that 
their  health  and  property  values  were  jeopardized  by 
AIDS  patients  who  pass  through  the  building  lobby  on 
their  way  to  Sonnabend’s  office. 

In  other  action  in  the  case.  Judge  Gammerman 
refused  to  grant  the  defendants’  motion  to  dismiss 
Sonnabend’s  suit  against  the  tenants’  group.  The  suit 
was  filed  jointly  on  Sept.  30  by  New  York  state  At¬ 
torney  General  Robert  Abrams  and  the  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund.  Abrams  filed  on  behalf 
of  the  state  of  New  York  and  Lambda  filed  on  behalf 
of  Sonnabend  and  five  of  his  patients.  The  joint  suit 
charges  that  the  attempted  eviction  is  a  violation  of 
the  state’s  Human  Rights  Law  which  prohibits  discri¬ 
mination  against  disabled  individuals.  In  a  story 
which  appeared  in  Vol.  11,  No.  14,  GCN  erroneously 
reported  that  the  suit  had  been  filed  by  Abrams,  with 
support  from  Lambda,  rather  than  co-filed  by  Abrams 
and  Lambda. 


lambda  awards  dinner 

NEW  YORK  —  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  will  host  its  eighth  annual  awards  benefit 
entitled  “Starting  the  Second  Decade,”  on  Nov.  7,  at 
the  Joyce  Theatre  in  Manhattan. 

The  program  will  highlight  civil  rights  coalitions 
and  the  fight  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  Short  state¬ 
ments  will  be  delivered  by  Ira  Glasser  of  the  ACLU, 
Mary  Jean  Collins  of  NOW  and  Carl  McCall,  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  New  York  state  Division  of  Human 
Rights.  Barbara  Gittings,  longtime  lesbian  activist, 
and  Hon.  Richard  Failla,  chief  administrative  law 
judge  in  New  York  City,  will  be  the  guests  of  honor. 

Tickets  are  available  from  Lambda  at  132  W.  43rd 
St.,  New  York,  NY  10036,  (212)  944-9488.  Tickets  are 
$30  for  the  awards  ceremony  and  $100  for  the  awards 
and  a  buffet  dinner  to  follow. 


rights  bill  revisited 

BOSTON  —  With  vigilant  lesbians  and  gay  men 
waiting  in  the  galleries,  the  Massachusetts  Senate 
finished  its  business  on  October  26  without  taking  up 
the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill. 

A  report  in  the  Boston  Herald  had  indicated  that 
the  bill  might  be  reported  out  of  the  Senate  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  where  it  now  languishes,  on  that 
date.  And  a  report  in  last  week’s  GCN  helped  spread 
that  misinformation. 

Arlene  Isaacson,  lobbyist  for  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus,  informs  us,  however,  that  the 
bill  should  come  up  sometime  next  week.  Because 
the  delays  are  giving  anti-gay  lobbyists  an  extra 
chance  to  influence  legislators,  it  is  especially  impor¬ 
tant  for  people  to  call  their  senators,  even  if  their 
senators  have  previously  supported  the  bill.  Of  par¬ 
ticular  importance  are  the  following;  Sens.  John  Bren¬ 
nan,  Jr.  (D-Malden),  Robert  Wetmore  (D-Barre),  Paul 
Doane  (R-Harwich),  Peter  Webber  (R-Pittsfield),  Fran¬ 
cis  Doris  (D-Revere)  and  William  MacLean,  Jr.  (D-Fair- 
haven).  All  can  be  reached  by  calling  (617)  722-1455. 


transpeople  service  firebombed 

SEATTLE  —  The  headquarters  of  the  United 
States  Transvestite-Transsexual  Contact  Service 
(UTTCS)  was  firebombed  recently,  according  to  Phil 
Salem,  executive  director  of  the  service.  Salem 
reports  minimal  damage  since  most  information  was 
stored  in  a  computer  at  another  location. 

The  UTTCS  has  found  a  new  home  in  a  building 
with  Lights  magazine  and  the  Northwest  Passage. 

The  UTTCS  is  the  only  nationwide  organization 
that  promotes  the  interaction  of  transsexuals,  trans¬ 
vestites  and  their  admirers.  Inquiries  may  be  made  to 
UTTCS,  1017  B.  East  Pike  St.,  Seattle,  WA  98122. 
UTTCS  provides  free  newsletter  subscriptions  to 
transsexual  prisoners. 


testicular  politics 

According  to  the  NOW  Times,  Florida  state  Sena¬ 
tor  Pat  Frank  introduced  an  amendment  to  an  anti¬ 
gay  bill  which  caused  the  bill  to  be  quickly  withdrawn 
when  the  amendment  put  some  heat  on  her  colleagues. 

Frank  wanted  to  amend  a  bill  increasing  legal 
penalties  for  gay  sex  so  that  any  senator  who  had 
extra-marital  sexual  relationships  would  be  removed 
from  office. 

This  is  the  second  time  Frank  has  turned  right- 
wing  male  moralism  to  her  advantage.  In  an  earlier 
debate  on  an  abortion  bill  requiring  a  woman  to  notify 
her  husband  before  she  gets  an  abortion,  Frank  pro¬ 
posed  an  amendment  requiring  notification  to  wives 
of  abortions  resulting  from  any  extra-marital  affairs 
of  their  husbands.  Frank  demanded  a  recorded  vote 
on  the  measure,  which  lost  by  only  two  votes.  Several 
male  senators  were  seen  beating  feet  from  the  cham¬ 
bers  evidently  to  avoid  voting  on  the  bill. 


frank  endorsement 

BOSTON  —  U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-Newton). 
who  endorsed  fifth-place  finisher  Dennis  Kearney  in 
the  Boston  preliminary  mayoral  election,  has 
announced  his  support  for  candidate  Mel  King  in  the 
upcoming  runoff. 

Frank  supported  King’s  1979  mayoral  candidacy 
but  switched  his  allegiance  in  this  year’s  preliminary 
election  because,  he  said,  he  thought  Kearney  “had  a 
better  chance”  of  winning  the  preliminary.  But  the 
voters  proved  him  wrong,  and  Frank  appeared  at  a 
State  House  press  conference  to  offer  his  support. 

“Ten  years  ago,  when  Mel  first  entered  the  legis¬ 
lature,  he  brought  up  the  issues  which  everyone  is 
talking  about  now,”  Frank  noted.  “I  prefer  a  leader  to 
a  follower.” 

Also  present  at  the  press  conference  to  show 
their  support  were  state  Senator  Jack  Backman 
(D-Brookline)  and  Representatives  Saundra  Graham 
(D-Cambridge),  Doris  Bunte  (D-Boston),  Byron  Rush¬ 
ing  (D-South  End),  Susan  Schur  (D-Newton),  Mary 
Jane  Gibson  (D-Belmont)  and  Thomas  Vallely  (D-Back 
Bay). 

King  also  received  three  organizational  endorse¬ 
ments  last  week:  from  Americans  for  Democratic 
Action,  Democratic  Socialists  of  America  and  Citi¬ 
zens  for  Participation  in  Political  Action  (CPPAX). 


domestic  partners  bill  receives 
favorable  hearing 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Hearings  were  held  on  Oct.  7 
by  a  committee  of  the  city’s  Civil  Rights  Commission 
to  consider  legislation  extending  legal  and  financial 
rights  to  unmarried  couples,  according  to  Equal  Time. 
The  proposal,  introduced  by  commission  member 
Rich  Osborne,  would  ban  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  domestic  partnership  status. 

The  four  commissioners  hearing  the  testimony 
of  15  witnesses  were  reported  to  be  “supportive.” 
Osborne  said  the  committee  would  study  the  propos¬ 
al  for  two  or  three  months  before  referring  it  to  the  full 
commission. 

Witnesses  were  a  racially  mixed  group  of  gays 
and  non-gays,  men  and  women.  San  Francisco’s  gay 
supervisor  Harry  Britt  made  the  trip  to  Minneapolis  to 
testify  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

State  Senator  Allan  Spear  commented  that  the 
domestic  partners  proposal  is  “socially  conservative 
legislation,  not  a  radical  idea.  It  supports  stable,  com¬ 
mitted  lifestyles,”  he  said. 
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BOSTON  —  This  “Violent  Femme”  fan  was  one  of  the 
estimated  8000  people  who  turned  out  for  the  Oct.  24 
march  to  halt  deployment  of  the  cruise  and  Pershing  2 
missiles  to  Europe.  See  related  story  on  Page  7. 
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Florida  Mattes  Transfer  Costs  $10,000 
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‘Dumped’ AIDS  Patient  Dies  in  San  Francisco 


By  David  France 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  gay 
man  with  AIDS  was  sent  to  San 
Francisco  by  a  Gainesville,  Florida 
hospital  several  weeks  ago  in  an 
act  which  smacks  of  an  AIDS 
deportation  case  and  which  has 
been  denounced  by  San  Francisco 
city  officials  as  “dumping”  an 
unwanted  patient  on  a  city  known 
for  its  responsiveness  to  the  gay 
community. 

Morgan  McDonald,  the 
27-year-old  Florida  resident,  died 
on  Oct.  20  in  a  San  Francisco 
hospital  of  complications  related 
to  a  parasitic  infection 
characteristic  of  AIDS.  McDonald 
was  sent  to  San  Francisco  in  a 
chartered  jet,  attended  by  a 
doctor,  a  social  worker  and  a  nurse 
—  at  an  estimated  expense  of 
$10,000  paid  for  by  Shands 
Hospital  —  because  no  “nursing 
home  in  the  state  of  Florida  would 
admit  him,”  according  to  Michelle 
Davis,  associate  director  of  public 
relations  at  Shands. 

“The  physicians  here  felt  he 
could  be  seen  on  an  out-patient 
basis,”  she  said.  “But  we  called  35 
nursing  homes  [to  request  that 
they  admit  him]  and  only  one 
would  actually  accept  AIDS 
patients.”  That  residence, 


however,  refused  McDonald 
because  he  was  not  a  resident  of 
their  county. 

Shands  Hospital  administrators 
then  recommended  that 
McDonald  relocate  to  San 
Francisco  where  “there  is  strong 
community  support  for  AIDS 
patients,”  said  Davis,  pointing  to 
the  existence  of  the  KS  Foundation 
and  the  Shanti  Project,  both  of 
which  regularly  provide  assistance 
to  people  with  AIDS. 

“I  would  never  have  considered 
him  for  out-patient  care,”  said  Dr. 
Mervyn  Silverman,  director  of  the 
department  of  public  health  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  caseworker  for 
McDonald.  “His  condition  was 
poor  upon  arrival  here,”  he  said, 
“and  was  probably  no  better  when 
he  left  Florida.”  This  led 
Silverman  to  conclude  that 
Shands’  classification  of 
McDonald  as  an  out-patient  was 
an  expedient  ploy  to  get  rid  of  him. 
McDonald  was  admitted  to  a  San 
Francisco  hospital  in  poor 
condition  almost  immediately 
after  his  arrival  at  the  airport. 

Further,  according  to 
Silverman,  in  making  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  transfer,  Shands 
Hospital  officials  extensively 
investigated  the  in-patient 


facilities  at  San  Francisco-area 
hospitals.  His  medical  records 
were  also  marked  to  indicate  that 
Shands  considered  him  a  problem 
patient. 

“Why  would  they  have  called 
the  in-patient  unit,  why  did  they 
send  him  here  with  a  doctor  and  a 
nurse,  unless  [they  knew]  he 
required  in-patient  care,  Silverman 
asked. 

In  addition,  McDonald  was 
informed  of  his  impending 
discharge  in  a  letter  written  by  the 
hospital’s  attorney  after  Oct.  7 
and  giving  him  the  option  of  either 
going  to  New  York  City  or  to  San 
Francisco.  Davis,  of  the  Shands 
staff,  said  that  she  did  not  know  if 
it  was  common  practice  for  the 
attorney  to  be  involved  in  such 
procedures  and  denied  that  it  was 
handled  that  way  to  avoid 
potential  legal  ramifications. 

“If  they  knew  he  was  dying, 
what  we  have  here  is  a  case  of  gross 
insensitivity,”  Harry  Britt,  San 
Francisco’s  gay  supervisor  said  in 
a  telephone  interview.  “But  if  they 
didn’t  think  he  was  dying,  it’s 
gross  incompetence”  on  the  part 
of  the  doctors  at  Shands.  “You 
just  don’t  ship  dying  people  off  on 
an  airplane.” 

According  to  Britt,  however. 


Crowd  Rallies  to 
Halt  Missile  Shipments 


Tess  Ewing 


By  Linda  Gwizdak 

BOSTON  —  Chants  of  “Per¬ 
shing,  cruise,  we  refuse!”  and 
“No  more  Pershing,  no  more 
cruise!  No  more  threats,  no  first 
use!”  rang  through  the  streets  of 
Cambridge  on  Oct.  23  as  a  throng 
of  3000  marched  to  halt  deploy¬ 
ment  of  cruise  and  Pershing  2 
missiles  to  western  Europe. 
Deployment  of  the  missiles  by  the 
U.S.  government  is  scheduled  to 
begin  on  December  15  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  by  peace  activists  that  these 
first-strike  weapons  will  un¬ 
necessarily  endanger  western 
Europe  and  the  world  by  further 
escalating  the  arms  race  and  dis¬ 
couraging  negotiations. 

When  the  march  wound  its  way 
through  Cambridge,  over  the 
Charles  River  and  into  the  Boston 
Common,  the  crowd  had  swelled 
to  5000.  Final  estimates  on  crowd 
size  at  the  rally  organized  by  the 
New  England  Campaign  to  Stop 
the  Euromissiles  put  the  number  at 
8000. 

On  the  parade  grounds  of  the 
Boston  Common,  the  crowd  set¬ 
tled  in  for  an  afternoon  of 
speeches  and  music  under 
threatening  skies.  Despite  a  wintry 
chill  on  the  breeze,  most  people  in 
the  crowd  endured  the  weather 
and  stayed  at  the  rally  until  its  end. 

Speakers  represented  a  wide 
spectrum  of  progressive  move¬ 
ments  —  peace,  feminist,  labor 
and  social  justice  —  as  well  as  both 
the  national  and  local  efforts  to 
halt  deployment  of  the  missiles. 
Among  those  speaking  at  the  rally 
were  Tess  Ewing,  president  of 
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Local  8751  United  Steelworkers, 
Mel  King,  Boston  mayoral  can¬ 
didate,  Leslie  Cagan  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Mobilization  for  Survival, 
Grace  Paley,  writer,  and  Patty 
Wilson,  a  deaf  woman.  Past  and 
potential  presidential  candidates 
Barry  Commoner  and  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  also  addressed  the  crowd. 
Entertainment  was  provided  by 
Holly  Near,  Odetta,  Paul  Winter, 
John  Hall,  Betsy  Winter  and 
backup  musicians. 

Speaker  after  speaker  urged  the 
crowd  to  become  involved  in  the 
fight  against  nuclear  weapons.  The 


crowd  was  encouraged  to  go  home 
from  the  demonstration  and  talk 
with  neighbors  about  the  urgency 
of  the  issue. 

A  somber  note  was  heard  from 
some  speakers  who  reflected  on 
the  loss  of  over  200  French  and 
American  soldiers  in  Lebanon  on 
Oct.  22.  “There’s  no  such  thing  as 
conventional  weapons!  We  have 
big  weapons  but  people  are  being 
killed  by  small  weapons!”  ex¬ 
horted  mayoral  candidate  Mel 
King.  He  connected  the  violence  of 
the  deaths  of  the  soldiers  in 
Lebanon  with  the  everyday  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  streets  of  our  cities. 
“You  have  to  have  a  world  view  if 
you’re  going  to  deal  with  the 
politics  of  our  time,”  said  King. 

Leslie  Cagan,  a  lesbian-socialist- 
feminist,  reminded  the 
demonstrators  that  it  is  essential  to 
challenge  the  racism  and  sexism  in 
our  lives.  With  over  40  nations  of 
the  world  already  at  war,  many  of 
which  receive  direct  military  aid 
from  the  U.S.,  she  said  that  we 
“are  really  fighting  World  War 
III,  but  we  don’t  realize  it  because 
we  aren’t  using  nuclear  weapons.” 

Tess  Ewing  underlined  the  im¬ 
portance  of  creating  a  broad  and 
inclusive  movement:  “Just  as  we 
[those  in  the  labor  movement  who 
have  a  broader  vision]  must  push 
the  labor  movement  to  make  the 
Continued  on  pane  7 
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there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
transfer  was  the  cause  of 
McDonald’s  death.  Silverman 
concurred,  although  he  noted  that 
“certainly  the  fellow’s  condition 
wasn’t  helped  by  the  trip.” 

The  primary  concern  of  the  San 
Francisco  city  government  is  that 
gay  men  are  receiving  adequate 
treatment  in  Florida  hospitals. 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  was 
reported  to  have  sent  a  telegram  to 
Florida  governor  Bob  Graham, 
demanding  an  investigation  into 
the  McDonald  incident,  and 
asking  for  assurances  that  people 
with  AIDS  are  not  being 
uniformly  mistreated.  Florida  has 
the  third  largest  population  with 
AIDS  in  the  country. 

Secondarily,  the  government  in 
San  Francisco  is  worried  it  may  be 
forced  to  bear  the  exorbitant  costs 


of  treatment  of  gay  AIDS  patients 
from  around  the  country.  The 
department  of  public  health  has 
written  to  Shands  Hospital,  asking 
that  McDonald’s  medical  costs  be 
borne  by  them.  There  has  been  no 
official  response  to  the  request, 
but  Shands  Hospital  officials  say 
that  it  is  not  their  financial 
responsibility. 

Some  issues  raised  by  Morgan 
McDonald’s  transfer  and  death 
are:  how  is  the  Florida  medical 
community  responding  to  the 
mounting  number  of  AIDS  cases 
there;  why  are  Florida  area  nursing 
homes  allowed  to  refuse  AIDS 
patients  when  it  has  been 
medically  proven  that  intimate 
sexual  contact  or  blood  product 
transfer  are  necessary  for 
transmission  of  the  disease;  to 
Continued  on  page  15 


Organizing 
the  Castro 


SAN  FRANCISCO  — 
Workers  at  a  Castro  St. 
restaurant  signed  an  interim 
union  contract  on  Oct.  6,  ending 
a  111-day  strike  against  their 
employer.  The  strike  against 
Luisa’s  Continental  restaurant 
owner  Luisa  Hansen  was  the 
longest  continuous  strike  in 
Culinary  Union  Local  2  history. 
Luisa’s  is  located  in  the  heart  of 
the  city’s  predominantly  gay 
Castro  district  and  many  of 
Luisa’s  workers  are  gay  men  or 
lesbians.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  10, 
No.  49.) 

The  one-year  agreement  on 
non-economic  issues  meets  em¬ 
ployees  demands  for:  a 
grievance  procedure  with  bind¬ 
ing  arbitration;  “just  cause” 
discipline  and  discharge  pro¬ 
cedures;  seniority  rights  for 
scheduling,  layoffs  and  promo¬ 
tions;  the  establishment  of  the 
restaurant  as  a  union  shop. 

The  following  economic 
issues  are  scheduled  to  be  re¬ 
negotiated  on  Nov.  6:  1 1  percent 
annual  wage  increase;  employer 
contribution  to  a  health  plan 
when  the  restaurant’s  gross  sales 
equal  $5600  per  week;  guaran¬ 


teed  work  hours;  $7500  in  back 
pay  for  unfair  labor  practices. 

Though  owner  Hansen  seem¬ 
ed  determined  to  defeat  the 
union  organizing  effort,  in  spite 
of  a  90  percent  drop  in  her 
business,  it  was  the  will  and 
spirit  of  the  striking  workers  and 
community  support  for  the 
strike  that  won  the  contract. 
Local  2  president  Charles  Lamb 
said,  “They  are  the  most  deter¬ 
mined  strikers  we’ve  ever  had  at 
Local  2.  There  is  no  employer 
that  can  defeat  a  union  with  that 
level  of  commitment  and 
unity.” 

Waiter  David  Parrish  com¬ 
mented,  “Already  we  are  feeling 
the  benefit  of  our  union  .... 
Never  again  will  we  be  afraid  to 
speak  up  about  our  problems  at 
work  to  Luisa.  That  makes 
every  minute  at  the  picket  line 
worthwhile.” 

The  contract  between  Local  2 
and  Luisa’s  is  the  first  to  be  sign¬ 
ed  on  Castro  St.,  although 
another  restaurant  in  the  area. 
New  York  City  Deli,  has  entered 
into  negotiations  with  its 
workers,  represented  by  Local 
2. 


Central  America 
Policy  Protest 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  Grassroots 
planning  continues  on  the  part  of 
the  November  12  Coalition,  a 
national  coalition  organizing  a 
march  on  Washington,  D.C.  to 
protest  U.S.  intervention  in 
Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean. 

The  coalition,  made  up  of  a 
broad  spectrum  of  groups 
including  peace,  religious,  civil 
rights,  women’s,  labor  and 
professional  groups,  hopes  to 
draw  connections  between 
increased  military  spending  and 
cutbacks  in  social  services.  In 
addition,  the  march  will  focus  on 
parallels  between  U.S.  involve¬ 
ment  in  Central  America  and  past 
involvement  in  Vietnam. 

Mary  Price  of  the  Coalition’s 
national  office  told  GCN  that  no 
firm  projection  has  yet  been  made 
on  the  number  of  marchers 
expected  to  attend,  but  that  march 
organizers  were  hoping  for  75,000 
to  100,000  people. 

In  Boston,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Central  America  Solidarity 
Association  (CASA),  said  that 
participation  may  be  affected  by 
the  prominence  given  to  Central 
America  and  the  Caribbean  by  the 
media  over  the  next  several  weeks. 
Recent  events  in  Grenada  and 
Nicaragua  may  bolster  the  number 


of  marchers. 

Locally,  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
are  being  contacted  to  endorse  and 
participate  in  the  organization  of 
the  march  itself.  Price  said  that 
there  is  a  commitment  to  include 
gays  in  the  march,  although  to  her 
knowledge  there  is  no  gay  speaker 
scheduled. 

Mondo  Gaitan,  of  the  Boston 
lesbian  and  gay  organization  El 
Comite  Latino,  told  GCN  that 
some  people  who  ordinarily  would 
be  working  on  the  march  are 
instead  focusing  their  energy  on 
the  Boston  mayoral  campaign  in 
support  of  Mel  King. 

The  format  of  the  march 
emphasizes  individual  and 
grassroots  participation  and 
involves  groups  meeting  at  three 
different  sites  in  the  morning,  with 
a  rally  at  each  site.  The  three 
groups  will  then  meet  and  march 
around  the  White  House  and  on  to 
the  ellipse  where  there  will  be  more 
speakers. 

Boston  residents  who  want  to 
become  involved  may  call  the 
Central  America  Solidarity 
Association  office  at  (617) 
492-8699.  Others  may  call  the 
march’s  national  office  at  (202) 
347-5516  or  write  P.O.  Box  50131, 
Washington,  D.C.  20004. 
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Community  Voices - 


Gay  Community  News 


DOUBLE  SPACE 
YOUR  LETTERS!!! 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes 
letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at 
all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED 
and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  let¬ 
ters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a 
space-available  basis,  unless  they 
contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Address  let¬ 
ters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  67  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  021 15,  267-7573 
\  Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
j  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 

(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
I  Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col- 


supportive  males 

Dear  GCN, 

It  is  ironic  to  read  (GCN,  1  Oct.)  New  York 
women  complaining  about  how  few  males  march¬ 
ed  to  “Take  Back  the  Night.”  Maybe  it  was  only 
one  or  two  early  TBTN  marches,  but  I  definitely 
remember  ones  where  males  were  not  welcome  to 
march;  “Stay  home  and  baby-sit;  stand  on  the 
curb  and  hold  a  candle  —  but  this  is  something  we 
(women)  must  do  for  ourselves.  And  we  cannot 
do  it  if  female  marchers  appear  to  be  protected  by 
supportive  males.  The  issue  is  our  right  to  be 
unaccompanied  by  males.” 

That  analysis  makes  sense  to  me.  Perhaps 
many  supportive  New  York  males  did  not  march 
because  they  felt  that  their  presence  was,  at  best, 
somewhat  un-helpful,  and,  at  worst,  unwelcome. 

1,  for  one,  support  the  right  of  any  person  to 
walk  anywhere  any  time  without  harassment, 
even  though  1  deplore  all  attempts  to  claim  that 
attempts  to  suppress  any  kind  of  pornography/ 
erotica  will  help  achieve  this  freedom  from 
harassment. 

Jan  Suter 
Maumee,  OH 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


seeking  self-glory 

Dear  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 

After  reading  Shaka  M.M.  Zulu’s  article,  “A 
System  of  Slavery  in  the  Real”,  I  decided  to  share 
some  of  my  thoughts  with  you.  Mr.  Zulu  was 
speaking  about  all  the  so-called  ‘prisoner  aid’ 
groups  on  the  outside  and  criticizing  them,  but  he 
didn’t  mention  the  organizations  on  the  inside. 
They’re  just  as  bad.  Most,  but  not  all,  of  the  cons 
involved  in  these  inside  organizations  are  only  in¬ 
volved  in  how  they  may  look  to  others.  They 
don’t  give  a  damn  about  the  legit  problems  they 
are  supposed  to  be  trying  to  work  out.  Their  in¬ 
dividual  prestige  is  more  important  than 
anything. 

At  Angola,  belonging  to  a  club  is  a  big  deal. 
There’s  even  more  attention  focussed  on  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  these  clubs.  There’s  a  lot  of  sometimes 
subtle,  sometimes  outright  political  maneuvering 
to  obtain  the  posts  on  the  boards  of  these  clubs.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  these  prisoners  would  spend 
the  same  time  and  effort  they  spend  on  running 
and  then  keeping  an  office  on  trying  to  improve 
the  system  from  within,  then  things  might  get 
done.  There’s  really  some  bright  and  energetic 
people  involved  but  they  just  use  their  talents  for 
self-glory. 

Well,  thank  you  for  giving  me  an  ear  to  express 
my  opinions.  If  possible  1  ’d  like  to  run  an  ad  for  a 
penpal  as  well.  Here  it  is:  Help!  My  mind  is 
stagnating  in  here  due  to  lack  of  intelligent  con¬ 
versation.  I’m  warm,  sincere,  not  looking  for 
someone  to  hustle,  just  for  someone  I  can  com- 
muicate  with. 

Thanks, 

James  W.  Smith 
90563  K-3 
Rt  2  Box  500 
Angie  LA  70426. 

fPris.  Pro).  Note:  Sounds  Just  tike  life!) 

more  ass 

Dear  GCN 

The  letter  about  “covering  one’s  ass”  in  the  7 
October  issue  struck  a  nerve.  It  raises  a  minor 
point,  but  I  am  deeply  disturbed  that  the  writer 
has  failed  to  realize  what  (I  think)  the  expression 
usually  refers  to,  namely  protecting  oneself  from 
spanking.  (I  have  never  heard  a  woman  speak  of 
“covering  her  vulva.”) 

To  those  of  us  who  regard  forcible  spanking  of 
any  person  as  sexual  abuse,  it  seems  a  gross 
disservice  to  the  millions  of  minors  who  suffer 
this  abuse  with  revolting  frequency  to  obscure  the 
situation  as  the  writer  has  done.  Until  the  law 
deigns  to  cover  people’s  asses,  let  them  be  covered 
with  whatever’s  available,  from  idioms  to  lead 
pipes!  (You  have  to  watch  those  lead  pipes, 
though.  They’re  poison.) 

In  general,  the  writer  of  the  letter  seems  to  have 
forgotten  that  there  is  rape  in  the  world,  as  well  as 
loving  fornication. 

The  juxtaposition  of  that  letter  with  the  one 
below  it  was  most  fitting. 

Sincerely, 

Peter  Cann 
Boston,  MA 


Have  a  Question? 
LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
HOTLINE  has  the  answer. 
6pin-Midni2ht,  Mon-Fri 
426-9371 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 
270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The  | 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives  ' 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 
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The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  CCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 


'  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 


□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ $30  ($120  annually)  _ 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ 


_$100  ($400  annually) 

-$ _ 


□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan 


□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $ 


Name*. 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  a  year) 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


•As  with  all  CCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kepi  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter?  U  Yes,  □  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  CCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News,  November  5,  1983  •  Page  5 


Speaking  Out - 

JERICHO: 


A  Call  for  Activism  In  the  Black  Gay  Community 


By  Michelle  Parkerson 

The  following  is  the  key  note  address  to  the  D.  C.  Black  Gay  Men  and  Women ’s  Community 

Conference,  Sunday,  October  9,  1983 

To  all  Conference  organizers,  staff,  and  Committee  volunteers: 

I  offer  my  deep  thanks  and  congratulations. 

Your  boundless  energies  have  realized 
this  historic  celebration  of  the  Black 
Gay  community  in  Washington,  D.C. 

To  Workshop  panelists  and  leaders,  Conference  guests,  and  Conference  participants: 
I  offer  a  mandate  to  continue  the  vital 
efforts  of  eliminating  all  walls  that 
separate  us.  Our  immediate  survival 
is  contingent  upon  it. 

Trumpets  sound.  It  will  take  every  voice  hurled  against  each  brick  of  racism,  sexism/every 
hand  rallied  against  classism  and  human  oppression  to  topple  this  deadly  maze.  It  divides  us 
one  from  another.  In  these  dangerous  times,  we  cannot  afford  not  to  heed  the  call. 

My  single  voice  joins  many  that  comprise  a  unique  presence  in  this  city.  The  Black  Gay 
community  of  Washington,  D.C.  thrives  in  unprecedented  circumstances.  Living  and  working 
in  a  city  with  a  Black  and  female  majority,  we  view  national  and  world  events  from  a  multi¬ 
layered  perspective.  Yet  our  community  suffers  internal  struggles.  We  reside  in  a  city  which 
pioneered  Gay  and  equal  opportunity  legislation,  but  we  exist  in  a  white,  male-focused  society 
that  defaces  us  is  niggers,  cunts,  dykes,  and  faggots.  We  cannot  afford  not  to  heed  the  call. 

This  conference  has  addressed  the  burdens  and  bounty  existing  in  our  community.  In 
“getting  together,  being  together,  and  staying  together,”  we  recognize  diversity  as  our  great 
strength. 

As  Black  Gay  men  and  women,  we  confront  sexual  oppression  with  the  same  outrage  with 
which  we  confront  discrimination  in  this  country.  We  take  a  stand  against  racism  in  the  Gay 
and  women’s  movements,  but  still  grapple  with  homophobia  in  the  Black  community.  Black 


Politics  Matters 


By  Martin  H.  Krieger 

Politics  Matters.  Around  GCN  I  always  end  up  to  the  right  of  Nancy  Wechsler,  even 
though  I  tend  to  agree  with  her  —  but  she  moves  agilely  in  a  world  in  which  I  am  sometimes 
confused.  But. .  .last  night  at  a  faggot  cocktail  party,  here  I  am  having  to  defend: 

—  rent  control. . .  As  if  markets  were  natural.  Rather  markets  are  confected,  and  so  the 
profitability  of  an  investment  in  real  estate  is  a  matter  of  social  arrangements. 

—  Mel  King. .  .As  if  it  mattered  whether  or  not  he  were  a  “good”  administrator. 

—  being  out. . .  As  if  it  were  something  very  private  to  be  gay,  or  even  homosexual. 

The  most  natural  and  obvious  of  politics  is  actually  contested  terrain.  With  my  students 

I  of  course  argue  both  sides,  making  clear  to  them  the  costs  of  my  own  and  their  positions. 
But  this  was  at  a  cocktail  party,  not  the  time  for  Socratic  dialog  or  evangelism. 

I  am  told  that  I  am  very  argumentative. 

And  then  what  about  the  folks  who  ask  me  about  what  “we”  do  in  bed  or  the  kinds  of 
lives  “we”  lead.  As  if  they  do  not  do  the  same  things  in  bed  and  lead  the  same  lives;  as  if  they 
could  not  inquire  of  their  own  souls  and  bodies  and  find  answers  not  so  very  different  than 
my  own.  (I  know  straight  folks  have  only  boring  and  rare  sex,  and  live  bourgeois  lifestyles  — 
or  at  least  most  of  them  do.  But  it  is  also  true  for  lots  of  gay  folks.  We  supposed  “stars”  of 
the  movement  are  mere  supernovae  in  a  world  of  black  holes  and  dead  bodies.)  Maybe  my 
answers  to  their  questions  are  cuter  or  more  charming  than  others,  or  more  voyeuristically 
satisfying.  But  for  this  I  do  not  need  to  participate  as  the  respondent  in  an  inquisition. 
Similarly,  my  work,  it  seems,  is  idiosyncratic.  And  so  I  am  often  asked  to  justify  it  —  as  if 
others’  lives  and  work  do  not  need  justification. 

I  guess  I’m  pissed.  Pissed  that  lovely  people  I  meet  who  are  just  coming  out,  and  who 
want  to  have  an  authentic  gay  life  yet  who  are  not  likely  to  find  it  in  the  so-called  gay 
lifestyle,  find  it  so  difficult  to  find  a  place  for  themselves.  Politics  and  a  movement  might 
provide  that.  The  current  concern  with  electoral  politics  will  provide  a  place  for  some.  But 
that  electoral  politics  is  not  about  sexuality,  about  being  gay.  It  is  about  being  an  interest 
group  concerned  with  rights  and  privileges  —  and  those  concerns  do  not  touch  the  intimate 
and  deep  feelings  of  these  people  who  are  just  coming  out.  Movement  politics  often  worked 
in  this  more  broad  way:  both  intimate  and  public.  Perhaps  it  is  art  and  literature  that  will 
continue  to  provide  an  articulation  of  how  we  live.  But  even  there,  the  possibilities  of 
ordinary  gay  life  —  where  people  have  to  make  a  living  and  engage  in  domestic  and 
community  concerns  —  have  yet  to  be  pushed  very  far. 

Romantic  self-resignation  or  the  desire  for  a  “quality”  relationship,  without  a  sense  of 
our  political  situation,  become  maudlin  and  perilously  close  to  hopelessness.  Only  in  a  larger 
vision  is  there  a  sense  of  meaning  and  purpose  and  hope.  The  liberation  comes  not  from 
abandoning  our  “irrational”  desires,  but  from  seeing  them  as  repetitions  of  past  ones,  our 
own  realization  of  the  dilemmas  of  the  situation  we  have  inherited.  We  can  then  laugh  a  bit 
and  get  on  with  it. 

©  Martin  H.  Krieger 


Community  Voices 


gay  rights  bill 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  writing  to  add  to  your  coverage  of  the  gay 
rights  bill,  H  6665,  now  in  committee  in  the 
Massachusetts  Senate.  I  know  that  the  Mass.  Gay 
Political  Caucus  (MGPC)  is  the  only  organization 
in  the  state  dedicated  to  passing  gay  rights  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  I  know  how  hard  —  and  often 
discouraging  their  work  has  been  these  past  ten 
years  —  yet,  until  the  very  end  of  your  article, 
only  (straight)  State  Reps,  were  quoted  —  as  if 
they  were  the  ones  actually  pushing  the  bill! 
That’s  certainly  a  turnabout  for  GCN,  a  paper 
that  usually  tries  to  give  credit  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  groups  that  are  working  toward  change. 

Second,  I  think  CCN  could  provide  a  real  ser¬ 
vice  by  informing  readers  that  they  actually  can 
influence  this  bill  by  calling  or  by  dropping  a 
postcard  to  their  Senators.  Readers  who  don’t 
know  who  their  Senators  are,  or  how  to  reach 
them,  can  call  the  State  House  at  722-20(X),  their 
town  halls  or  libraries,  or  even  the  League  of 


Women  Voters  for  the  information;  they  can  also 
reach  the  Mass.  Gay  Political  Caucus  at 
262-1565.  They  need  only  tell  their  Senators:  “I 
want  you  to  support  H  6665.”  It  can  be  that  sim¬ 
ple. 

Right  now,  the  homophobes  are  deluging  the 
Senate  with  calls  and  letters.  They  know  that  this 
bill  is  a  viable  beginning  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
—  and  they  don’t  want  to  see  change  happen.  I 
do.  I  ask  people  to  call  or  write  now.  Don’t  wait. 
It  will  only  take  a  minute,  and  it  can  make..a  big 
difference. 

Sincerely, 

Marcie  Hershman 
Brookline,  MA 


Gays  must  challenge  bigotry  against  race  and  sexual  preference  as  passionately  as  we  court 
lovers.  We  do  not  ha-  ;  the  luxury  of  choice. 

The  health  of  our  co:  ..c.tnity  hinges  on  a  defiant  self-worth  and  this  D.C.  Black  Gay 
Community  Conference  heralds  that  the  barriers  between  us  must  come  down. 

Getting  Together 

Shared  experiences  should  lay  the  groundwork  for  a  Black  Gay  community  agenda.  As 
with  other  coalitions  for  social  change,  one  pitfall  is  not  relating  our  struggle  to  the  struggles  of 
others. 

We  pay  little  attention  to  U.S.  aggression  in  Nicaragua  or  the  atrocities  of  apartheid  in 
South  Africa,  but  we  are  irrate  when  “carded”  at  a  local  white  Gay  bar.  There  are  Lesbians 
who  are  apathetic  about  AIDS;  there  are  homosexuals  who  are  misogynists,  while  both  are 
potential  victims  of  job  discrimination.  Some  Gay  men  despise  drag  queens.  Some  Gay  women 
are  more  chauvinistic  than  men.  But  all  of  us  live  under  the  precarious  threat  of  nuclear 
holocaust,  sexual  terror,  and  homosexual  murders. 

What  we  do  with  our  lives,  our  bodies,  our  money  and  time,  how  we  treat  each  other  on  a 
daily  basis  are  the  ultimate  political  acts.  In  recognizing  the  Divine  Source  with  each  other,  the 
first  steps  toward  dialogue,  toward  mobilization  are  taken.  It  is  a  wholistic  approach  to  the 
problems  we  face. 

When  we  lay  claim  to  our  rich  traditions  as  an  African  people,  as  Gay  people,  we  establish 
firm  foundation.  Self-determination  is  the  force  that  motivates  those  of  us  who  make  our  way 
in  the  world  Black  and  Gay.  We  have  decided  to  be  ourselves,  witnessing  our  particular  beau¬ 
ty.  Others  join  us. 

Being  Together .  .  . 

has  never  been  an  easy  task.  It  requires  flexibility,  respect,  and  trust  in  the  differences  we  each 
invest  in  a  common  goal.  Agreeing  to  disagree  is  the  essence  of  struggle  and  this  principle  will 
be  tested  many  times  as  we  move  toward  forging  a  unified  community.  But  it  is  a  risk  we  can¬ 
not  afford  not  to  undertake. 

Risk-taking  is  a  necessary  step  for  any  Gay  person  “coming  out.”  For  Black  people,  risk¬ 
taking  has  historically  been  a  matter  of  course,  a  matter  of  freedom  at  any  cost.  As  challenges 
unfold  and  test  the  resilience  of  the  Black  Gay  community,  our  commitment  to  being  together 
must  grow. 

We  who  are  Lesbian  mothers,  transpersons.  Gay  youth,  amazons,  and  senior  Gays/We 
who  call  ourselves  Gay  women,  homosexuals,  good  girlfriends.  Gay  men,  butch  or 
feminists/We  who  take  the  name  androgyne  or  Miss  Thing  must  remain  conscious  of  our  col¬ 
lective  concerns. 

Being  together  is  a  process  that  empowers.  Through  it,  we  redefine  our  image  in  this 
world  and  shape  our  relationships.  Through  it,  we  can  build  upon  the  African  tradition  of  ex¬ 
tended  family  to  form  networks  that  accomodate  our  Gayness.  We  can  develop  positive  ap¬ 
proaches  to  Gay  parenting.  We  will  find  a  support  base  from  which  to  deal  with  our  immediate 
families  around  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

Being  together  as  a  community  of  Black  Gay  people  means  we  must  be  visible  and  vocal. 
We  must  dispel  the  stigma  of  our  Gayness  as  an  open  threat  to  “the  Black  family.”  While  see¬ 
ing  ourselves  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  larger  Black  world,  being  together  as  Gay  people  will 
equip  us  with  the  ability  to  combat  conservatism  and  inertia  which  sustain  the  homophobic  at¬ 
titudes  in  our  community. 

Being  together  —  Black  and  Gay  —  brings  about  affirmation:  naming  ourselves,  exercis¬ 
ing  a  collective  strength,  defining  our  destinies  as  we  see  fit. 

Staying  Together 

Over  the  past  five  years  in  Washington,  several  Black  Gay  organizations  have  emerged 
which  function  as  social  and  consciousness-raising  groups.  Among  them:  Sapphire  Sapphos, 
The  Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  and  Black  and  White  Men  Together.  These  organizations  join 
the  list  of  established  clubs  and  bars  servicing  the  growing  population  of  Black  Gays  in  this 
city. 

Our  increased  visibility  has  sparked  new  financial  ventures,  fresh  artistic  exchange  and 
developed  a  base  of  Black  Gay  political  clout  in  local  government. 

The  long-range  business  of  staying  together  requires  consistency  and  participation.  A 
framework  should  be  organizeed  before  this  conference  ends  to  carry  out  the  objectives  of  this 
event  and  improve  upon  its  weaknesses.  The  D.C. Black  Gay  Community  Conference  should 
become  an  annual  celebration  involving  the  whole  spectrum  of  our  community.  It  must  utilize 
our  multiplicity  of  talents  and  not  merely  depend  upon  the  herculean  endeavors  of  a  dedicated 
few. 

The  staying  power  of  our  Black  Gay  community  in  D.C.  depends  upon  the  degree  to 
which  we  educate  ourselves  about  Black  contributions  to  Gay  history.  We  must  read  about 
and  document  the  achievements,  the  bravery  of  those  Black  people  who  shaped  their  own  sur¬ 
vival  despite  social  and  racial  ostracism.  We  must  know  about  Mabel  Hampton,  James 
Balswin,  Audre  Lorde,  The  Jewel  Box  Revue  ...  As  Black  people  who  are  Gay,  we  must 
salvage  that  history  before  it  too  is  lost,  stolen  or  strayed.  When  we  seek  positive  reinforcement 
for  our  Black  Gay  lives,  we  need  look  no  further  than  ourselves. 

Mobilization  and  resistance  require  stamina.  As  a  community,  we  should  consciously 
concern  ourselves  with  maintaining  good  physical  health  —  so  that  the  quality  of  our  lives  im¬ 
proves  with  our  capacity  to  love  and  struggle. 

How  Black  women  choose  to  love  each  other,  how  Black  men  allow  themselves  to  love 
Black  men  are  real  measures  of  liberation.  Black  men  and  women  who  are  Gay  have  come 
together  at  this  conference,  exploring  our  possibilities  and  diversity.  Ultimately,  our  concept 
of  community  expand  to  include  all  people  of  color,  the  physically-different,  and  progressive 
people  with  whom  we  can  work  in  solidarity.  At  this  conference,  we  have  come  together  to  in¬ 
sure  a  future  of  promise  and  dignity  for  generations  of  Black  homosexual  women  and  men 
who  will  survive  us. 

At  the  close  of  the  D.C.  Black  Gay  Community  Conference,  we  face  the  beginning  of  an 
immense  task.  Our  community  is  armed  with  the  knowledge  that  our  anger  at  racial  and  sexual 
injustice  must  fuel  our  faith.  That  faith  cannot  be  taken  from  us.  It  can  move  mountains.  It 
can  shatter  any  obstacle,  any  oppression  that  blocks  our  way. 

Just  like  Jericho 

Let  these  walls  come  tumblin’  down. 


©  Copyright  1983,  Michelle  Parkerson 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to^rovide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 
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Conference  Commentary 

Black  Men,  Women  Meet 


By  Tania  Abdulahad 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  In  a 
provocative  gathering  that  affirm¬ 
ed  the  visibility  and  strength  of  the 
local  black  gay  community,  more 
than  130  black  lesbians  and  gay 
men  participated  in  the  District  of 
Columbia’s  first  Black  Gay  Men’s 
and  Women’s  Community  Con¬ 
ference,  held  on  the  Howard  Uni¬ 
versity  campus  from  October  7-9. 
The  conference  featured  an  open¬ 
ing  reception  attended  by  many 
local  politicians,  a  diverse  range  of 
workshops,  entertainment  and  a 
keynote  address  by  Washington 
filmmaker  and  poet  Michelle 
Parkerson.  Conference  organizers 
who  began  working  in  January 
sought  to  “bring  together  the 
diverse  groups  and  individuals  in 
D.C.’s  Black  Gay  community’’ 
around  a  unifying  theme  of  “get¬ 
ting  together,  being  together,  stay¬ 
ing  together.’’ 

The  conference  illustrated  a  live¬ 
ly  diversity  of  viewpoints  and 
politics  among  the  participants. 
Workshop  topics  addressed  a 
number  of  issues:  the  life  of  a 
transperson,  the  legal,  political 
and  social  problems  faced  by 
transpeople,  the  “financial  growth 
of  the  black  gay  community,”  the 
role  of  religion  in  the  black  gay 


community,  the  coming  out  pro¬ 
cess,  the  difficulty  of  main¬ 
taining  relationships,  black  gay 
youth,  and  health  care  issues. 

National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF)  ex-staffer  Mel  Boozer, 
currently  co-chair  of  the  Langston 
Hughes/Eleanor  Roosevelt  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club,  moderated  a  work¬ 
shop  entitled  “Working  Within 
the  Political  Process/Forming 
Coalitions.”  Sybil  Hammond,  a 
black  lesbian  activist  who  serves  as 
Mayor  Marion  Barry’s  liaison  to 
the  gay/lesbian  community, 
Carolyn  Handy,  a  black  lesbian 
Republican,  and  Gilberto  Gerald, 
executive  director  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  each 
discussed  the  significance  of  their 
participation  in  local  politics  as 
openly  gay  people,  and  each  stress¬ 
ed  the  importance  of  electing  peo¬ 
ple  who  will  represent  the  concerns 
of  both  the  black  and  gay  com¬ 
munities. 

Boozer,  emphasizing  the  need  to 
combat  homophobia  within  the 
black  community,  suggested  dev¬ 
eloping  a  political  agenda  that  in¬ 
cludes  broader  non-gay  issues  and 
coalition  work  with  local  and  na¬ 
tional  black  organizations.  Boozer 
also  stressed  the  need  for  black  gay 
activists  to  deal  with  the  black 


church,  citing  the  pivotal  role  it 
has  historically  played  in  mobiliz¬ 
ing  the  black  community. 

In  a  workshop  entitled  “Vio¬ 
lence  in  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,”  panelists  discussed 
a  series  of  as-yet-unsolved  murders 
of  black  gay  men  that  have  taken 
place  over  the  last  two  years.  The 
panel,  moderated  by  Phil  Panned, 
a  member  of  the  DC  Human 
Rights  Commission,  featured 
Charles  Keener,  a  local  activist 
with  the  People’s  Anti-War 
Mobilization  and  member  of  the 
Men’s  Forum  on  Violence  Against 
Women,  and  homicide  detective 
Sunny  Wade  of  the  D.C.  police 
department.  Wade  asked  black 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  cooperate 
with  the  police  in  investigations  of 
what  he  termed  “gay-related 
murders.”  Keener  emphasized  the 
importance  of  seeing  violence 
against  gay  people  in  the  context 
of  our  history  of  persecution  as 
gay  men  and  lesbians. 

At  an  evaluation  meeting  held  a 
few  days  after  the  conference,  par¬ 
ticipants  and  organizers  unan¬ 
imously  agreed  on  the  need  for 
discussion  of  the  issues  opened  up 
by  the  conference  to  continue. 
Most  people  agreed  that  another 
conference  would  help  maintain 
the  momentum  built  by  this  one. 
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Tha  Gay  Dating  Exctianga,  Boston’s 
laigast  and  moat  popular  gay  dating 
aatvica,  does  mors  than  |u8t  give  you  a 
phone  number  we  give  you  a  date.  We 
do  the  caliing  for  you  and  make  all  the 
arrangements  for  you  to  meet  your  date 
for  lunch,  dinner  or  just  cocktails. 

Your  date  Is  personally  aelacted  by 
our  staff  according  to  your  prafarancas 
of  background,  education,  and  special 
Interests. 

So,  If  you  are  a  professional  man  or 
women  interested  in  meeting  other 
professionals  or  It  you  just  can’t  seem 
to  find  that  special  person,  give  us  a 
call.  Our  membership  fee  is  only  S35.00 
per  year. 
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SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 
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Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don't  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
coming  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 

sliding  scale  524-7710 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J  &  S  has  been  Boston’s  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it’s  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So, 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
'‘Tb©-Brtnks.Job.” 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of  Boston,"  Fall,  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  BusUne  267-0300 
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Rough  Trade  in  Uniform: 
C.D.  Dykes  and  the  Cops 


Mel  King  and  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  share  a  laugh  at  the 
Euroshima”  march. 


‘Prevent 


TOGETF 
STOP 


By  Sue  Hyde 

WILMINGTON,  Mass  — 
About  150  protestors  braved 
rainy  cold  weather  to  civilly 
disobey  police  orders  and 
repeatedly  block  the  cars  of 
workers  arriving  at  the  AVCO 
Systems  Division  for  their  Mon¬ 
day  morning  shift  on  Oct.  24. 
Police  made  no  arrests  at  the 
nonviolent  action  protesting 
AVCO’s  defense  contracts  for 
the  manufacture  of  nuclear 
missile  components,  but  they 
gave  some  demonstrators 
“rough”  treatment,  according 
to  observers. 

An  estimated  500  people 
marched  in  a  legal  demonstra¬ 
tion  on  the  street  in  front  of  the 
manufacturing  facility,  calling 
for  an  end  to  the  munitions  in¬ 
dustry  and  a  halt  to  the  Euro¬ 
pean  deployment  of  cruise  and 
Pershing  2  missiles,  scheduled  to 
begin  December  15. 

Among  the  21  different  af¬ 
finity  groups  at  the  action  was  a 
Boston  women’s  group  com¬ 
prised  of  ten  feminists  and  les¬ 
bians.  The  oirly  all-woman 
group  taking  part  in  the  civil 
disobedience  (c.d.)  action 
names  itself  the  Women’s  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Action  Group 
(WRAG). 

WRAG  concentrated  its  ef¬ 
forts  on  blocking  traffic  and,  in 
doing  so  more  persistently  than 
any  other  group,  elicited  some 
of  the  roughest  treatment  from 
the  cops  who  cleared  the  drive¬ 
way  of  non-cooperating  bodies. 
Of  the  ten  WRAG  members,  six 
participated  in  the  c.d.  action 
and  the  other  four  served  as  the 
support  team.  At  least  twice, 
police  employed  nightsticks  to 
move  smaller  WRAG  women 
out  of  the  way,  but  bolstered  the 
sticks  when  c.d.  supporters  and 
other  bystanders  objected  to 
their  use. 

Judy  Freiwirth  of  the  New 
England  Campaign  to  Stop  the 
Euromissiles  told  GCN  that  she 
believed  the  police  were  “wor¬ 
ried  and  paranoid”  about  Mon¬ 
day’s  action  and  may  have  over¬ 
reacted.  “They  were  pretty 
rough.  There  were  a  number  of 


Missiles 

Continued  from  page  3 
fight  against  racism,  sexism  and 
heterosexism  our  own  fight,  labor 
must  fight  sexism,  the  women’s 
movement  must  work  for  peace, 
the  peace  movement  must  deal 
with  racism,  the  movement  against 
racism  must  take  up  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  Issues,  the  gay  and  lesbian 
movement  must  ally  itself  with 
labor  and  vice  versa.” 

Grace  Paley,  feminist  writer  and 
poet,  spoke  about  the  antiwar  ac¬ 
tivism  in  rural  as  well  as  urban 
areas. 

Patty  Wilson,  a  deaf  woman, 
spoke  to  the  hearing  crowd 
through  an  interpreter.  She  told 
the  crowd  about  the  isolation  she 
experienced  as  a  deaf  person. 
Wilson  said  she  had  been  unaware 
of  militarism  and  the  issues  of  dis¬ 
armament,  but  that  she  went  to  the 
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Seneca  Women’s  Peace  Encamp¬ 
ment  with  friends  and  there  learn¬ 
ed  about  military  spending  and  the 
plans  to  deploy  the  missiles  to 
Europe.  Wilson  pleaded  eloquent¬ 
ly  for  funds  for  human  services. 
“We  need  money  from  the 
military  for  our  needs,”  Wilson 
signed  to  the  crowd. 

Other  marches  and  rallies  to 
resist  deployment  of  the  cruise  and 
Pershing  2  missiles  were  held  in 
200  locations  in  the  U.S.  Murray 
Rosenblith  of  the  national  office 
of  the  Campaign  to  Stop  the  Euro¬ 
missiles  said  over  100,000  people 
participated  in  protests  over  the 
weekend.  Seven  thousand  people 
rallied  at  the  Seneca  Army  Depot 
in  Romulus,  New  York,  site  of  the 
Seneca  Women’s  Peace  Encamp¬ 
ment  this  past  summer. 


WRAG  c.d.er  is  treated  to  a  little  rough  stuff  at  the  AVCO  plant 
in  Wilmington. 


instances  of  people  being  push¬ 
ed  around ....  There  was  one 
bloody  nose.  They  were  rougher 
than  they  should  have  been.” 

Lt.  Robert  Larivee  of  the  Wil¬ 
mington  police,  said,  “What  is 
excessive  force  when  someone  is 
being  dragged  on  the  ground? 
You  have  to  grab  them  some¬ 
where.”  Larivee  called  the  day 
“decent”  because  there  were  no 
arrests  and  no  injuries  reported. 

Freiwirth  said  consideration 
will  be  given  to  filing  complaints 
against  the  police  for  the  rough 
treatment.  She  estimated  there 
were  200  cops  on  duty  at  the 
plant,  while  Larivee  put  the 
number  at  100.  Larivee  said  of¬ 
ficers  in  riot  gear  had  been  called 
in  from  the  Massachusetts  state 
police,  the  regional  Tactical 
Police  Force  and  the  AVCO 
security  force  to  bolster  his  Wil¬ 
mington  troops. 

One  WRAG  member  and  vet¬ 
eran  c.d.er  told  GCN,  “We 


were  disarming  [to  the  police] 
because  we  were  women  and 
persistent  and  aggressive.”  Ask¬ 
ed  if  they  had  been  dykebaited, 
she  said,  “There  was  none  that  I 
was  aware  of.  [The  police]  could 
have  been  aware  or  unaware  of 
our  lesbianism.  I  would  say  that 
was  part  of  their  unconscious  — 
we  were  independent  women 
linked  to  each  other  and  that 
usually  spells  dyke  in  this  socie¬ 
ty.” 

Why  participate  ini  civil  ■ 
disobedience?  The  WRAG 
member  replied,  “Civil  disobe¬ 
dience  escalates  the  level  of  con¬ 
frontation. ..  .My  purpose  in 
doing  c.d.  is  to  pick  a  bigger 
target  than  Reagan.  He’s  limited 
to  4  or  8  years.  But  the  mindset 
that  is  behind  him  is  one  of 
cooperation  with  a  system  that 
doesn’t  make  sense  to  us.  As  in¬ 
dividuals,  we  don’t  have  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  abusive  men¬ 
tality  that  fuels  Reagan.” 


Patty  Wilson 
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By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

My  friend  Ed  has  AIDS.  It’s  been  nearly  a  year  now 
since  he  got  the  phone  call  from  a  health  center  in  New 
York  telling  him  that  his  test  results  were  positive.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  year  he  has  had  swollen  glands  throughout  his 
body,  various  infections,  body  rashes,  chronic  diarrhea 
and  fevers.  He  is  still  active,  though,  and  he  is  usually 
able  to  go  to  work  and  he  goes  out  socially  when  he  can. 
He  is  in  a  relationship  with  a  man,  albeit  sexually 
limited,  and  he  says  he  is  deeply  in  love. 

Ed  and  I  go  back  eight  years.  I  was  a  teacher  and  he 
was  a  child-care  worker  at  a  residential  school  for 
disabled  children  in  a  suburb  of  Boston.  I  saw  him  first 
at  a  faculty  meeting.  We  looked  at  each  other  across  the 
auditorium  and  realized  that  we  had  more  in  common 
than  simply  our  interest  in  the  education  of  blind  and 
deaf  children. 

I  often  went  to  Ed’s  classroom  for  lunch  after  his 
students  had  left.  It  was  one  of  the  only  times  during  the 
day  when  we  both  could  relax  and  unwind.  Sometimes 
we  gave  each  other  foot  rubs.  That ’s  also  where  I  taught 
him  how  to  crochet.  Once  one  of  his  students  walked  in 
and  upon  seeing  us  with  our  yarn  and  hooks,  started  to 
giggle. 

Ed  and  I  have  always  been  what  I  call  "check-in” 
friends:  when  the  world  seemed  like  it  was  going  too 
fast,  we  would  check  in  with  each  other  and  slow  down, 
getting  our  priorities  reset. 

Once  Ed  was  staying  with  me  in  my  apartment  when 
my  mother  and  sister  came  to  visit  from  California.  It 
was  a  wonderful  time.  He  played  cards  with  my  mother, 
laughing  and  exchanging  recipes  until  all  hours  of  the 
night.  He  got  along  great  with  my  sister  too.  Later,  she 
secretly  said  to  me  that  I  should  drop  my  current  lover 
and  become  lovers  with  Ed. 

No,  we’ve  never  been  lovers  in  the  traditional  sense, 
but  we  have  always  been  in  love  with  one  another.  I  love 
his  energy,  his  idealism,  his  strong  reactions  to  things.  I 
love  his  constant  support  and  I  love  when  he  calls  me  his 
"sweetheart.  ”  I’ve  always  felt  safe  with  Ed,  always  felt 
understood.  I  could  make  a  total  ass  of  myself  around 
him  and  it  would  be  allright.  It ’s  as  if  I  really  can ’t  make 
a  mistake  in  his  eyes.  I  think  he  feels  the  same  about  me. 

Ed  moved  to  New  York  four  years  ago  and  we  stayed 
in  touch  from  time  to  time.  He  went  to  school  and  is 
now  working  as  a  film  editor. 

Last  week  Ed  was  feeling  down  and  he  called  me,  he 
said,  "to  hear  a  friendly  voice.  ”  He  seemed  somber  at 
first.  He  then  told  me  of  the  anger  he  feels  stemming 
from  the  insensitivity  exhibited  by  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  and  from  the  abandonment  he  feels  by  the  New 
York  gay  community.  As  I  was  listening  to  what  he  was 
saying,  I  felt  that  it  was  very  important  for  the  com¬ 
munity  to  hear  this  and  I  asked  him  if  he  wouldn  ’t  like 
to  write  it  down.  He  said  that  he  hated  to  write,  but  he 
has  wanted  to  say  these  things  for  a  long  time.  Then 
remembering  that  I  do  occasional  articles,  he  asked  me 
to  present  his  story  for  him.  So  I  hooked  up  my  trusty 
tape  recorder.  What  follows  is  Ed’s  own  story  in  his 
own  words. 


Ed:  I  want  first  to  say  that  coming  out  as  a  man  who 
has  AIDS  is  like  coming  out  of  yet  another  closet.  The 
misinformation  of  it  makes  people  frightened  and  right 
now  it  is  uncomfortable  for  me  to  make  a  public 
acknowledgement.  So  in  this  interview  I  want  only  to 
use  my  first  name  to  protect  myself  because  of  the  sad 
truth  that  this  is  not  something  that  is  understood  or 
accepted. 

Warren:  Tell  me  first  about  your  feelings  about  being 
abandoned. 

Ed:  When  I  first  found  out  that  I  was  sick,  I  was  com¬ 
pletely  freaked  out,  alone,  scared,  lost,  completely  lost. 
I  didn’t  have  any  support.  I  ran  to  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  where  I  joined  a  support  group.  That  ex¬ 
perience  made  the  world  completely  different.  I  felt  that 
people  cared  there.  In  my  group  there  are  other  people 
who  have  AIDS  and  a  psychologist  and  a  psychological 
social  worker  lead.  They’re  all  wonderful  people.  It 
doesn’t  solve  anything  but  it  makes  be  feel  like  someone 
cares.  We  are-a  bunch  of  people  who  have  felt  the  same 
things  and  we  look  at  each  other  and  realize  that  we 
have  gone  through  the  same  terror. 

At  first  I  didn’t  feel  like  I  was  being  abandoned. 
There  was  a  time  when  I  felt  the  community  supported 


me.  I  went  to  bars  and  there  were  posters  on  the  walls 
about  the  bar  giving  half  of  its  proceeds  to  AIDS 
research  for  that  night  and  I  was  saying,  “Ok,  lots  of 
people  are  still  having  sex,  pretty  much  going  on 
business  as  usual,’’  but  there  was  a  kind  of  awareness 
and  caring  at  the  very  beginning.  But  now  it  just  seems 
like  people  are  running  away  from  it.  They  found  out 
that  it’s  not  violently  contagious,  the  world  isn’t  going 
to  end  in  six  months,  the  old  “it  couldn’t  happen  to 
me’’  syndrome,  “I’ve  pumped  at  the  gym  too  much. 


We’ve  worked  for  a  good  20 
years  to  have  sexual  and  per¬ 
sonal  freedoms  and  we  just 
can’t  throw  them  out  com¬ 
pletely,  but  we  can  educate  the 
community  to  get  as  many  peo¬ 
ple  as  possible  to  think  about 
what  they’re  doing. 


I’m  not  vulnerable.’’  Now  it’s  extremely  depressing  for 
me  to  go  to  the  bars  and  see  that  the  back  rooms  are 
crowded,  thousands  of  people  “doing  it’’  and  so  the 
dilemma  is  they  pretend  it  doesn’t  exist. 

I  was  in  a  bar,  this  is  when  I  was  feeling  pretty  strong 
and  healthy,  and  I  was  kind  of  just  checking  it  out  wat¬ 
ching  everybody  cruising  and  doing  the  same  old  thing 
they  used  to  do.  I  met  some  friends,  all  of  whom  had 
mutual  friends  of  mine  who  had  died  of  AIDS.  We  talk¬ 
ed  and  I  asked  them  how  this  has  affected  them.  One 
answered,  “Well,  we’ve  really  lowered  our  risks  by  cutt¬ 
ing  down  to  one  trick  a  day  instead  of  10.’’  I  thought  to 
myself,  “Well,  that’s  better  than  nothing,  but  somehow 
not  quite.’’  1  kept  talking  to  them  and  we  discussed  all 
of  the  questions  (desires  and  problems  and  all  that)  and 
everyone  felt  a  little  guilty  about  sex.  Then  a  guy  stand¬ 
ing  next  to  me  looked  at  me  straight  in  the  face  and  said, 
“You  know.  I’m  so  sick  of  hearing  about  all  this  shit  I 
could  throw  up,’’  and  he  walked  away.  I  disturbed  his 
cruising. 

Warren:  What  can  the  community  do  so  that  you  can 
feel  supported? 

Ed:  What  do  I  want  the  community  to  do  about  it? 
Just  a  little  more  publicity,  truthful  publicity  like,  “No 
it’s  not  going  away,  yes  the  numbers  are  still  doubling, 
yes  you  can  still  get  AIDS  from  doing  this.’’  God 
knows,  1  understand  how  hard  it  is  to  change  your 
lifestyle.  I  have  had  to  do  it.  But  we  can  help  each  other. 
There  is  support.  No  one  can  do  it  alone  and  I  think 
that’s  the  main  issue:  support.  But  lately.  I’ve  felt  less 
support  and  it  makes  me  very  nervous.  I  need  con¬ 
sciousness  in  the  gay  community  and  a  caring,  I  need  to 
see  more  posters  and  pamphlets  in  the  bars. 

In  some  ways,  yes.  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  is  a 
wonderful  response.  There  is  also  another  agency  which 
gives  other  kinds  of  services,  like  they  have  people  who 
go  out  and  buy  food  for  people  who  are  homebound. 
Lots  of  good  services  have  come  up  and  yes,  there  are 
many  people  who  are  obviously  concerned.  But  I  don’t 
think  they’re  the  ones  that  need  to  be  talked  to.  The 
ones  that  need  to  be  talked  to  are  the  ones  who  are  just 
not  caring  anymore.  Men  know  the  risks,  they  are 
adults.  If  they  want  to  go  to  the  Mind  Shaft,  then  go.  If 
they  die,  they  die.  If  they  don’t,  they  don’t.  You  can’t 
stop  people  from  doing  that,  but  when  people  are  not 
supporting  AIDS  research  that’s  the  problem. 

Warren:  Are  you  saying  that  gays  are  calling  for 
massive  AIDS  research  funds  from  the  government  but 
are  not  themselves  giving  support? 


Ed:  Yes,  exactly.  Also,  it  seems  like  there  is  a  kind  of 
political  haggling  going  on  now  which  I’m  pretty  much 
unaware  of.  I  don’t  know  what  all  the  factions  are  but  I 
know  there’s  a  lot  of  conservatives  saying  that  everyone 
should  be  celibate  —  close  the  bath  houses  down,  stop 
everything. 

Warren:  Then  there  is  the  other  side  saying  that  the 
AIDS  scare  is  exaggerated,  that  all  this  is  just 
homophobia  coming  out. 

Ed:  We’ve  worked  for  a  good  20  years  to  have  sexual 
and  personal  freedoms  and  we  just  can’t  throw  them  out 
completely,  but  we  can  educate  the  community  to  try  to 
get  as  many  people  as  possible  to  think  about  what 
they’re  doing.  I’ll  give  you  another  example  of  my  feel¬ 
ing  of  abandonment  and  how  I  deal  with  it.  My  mother 
died  a  few  months  ago  and  to  me  that  was  an  event  of 
major  importance.  At  first  my  friends  were  extremely 
supportive  and  caring  and  loving,  but  then  after  a 
month  went  by  they  got  a  little  sick  of  hearing  about  it 
and  when  two  months  went  by  I  felt  this  attitude  of, 
“When  are  you  going  to  get  over  this.’’  Well,  my  at¬ 
titude  is  that  I’m  going  to  get  over  it  when  I  get  over  it, 
thank  you,  and  I’ll  talk  about  it  when  I  want  to  and  this 
still  hurts.  There  is  no  fixed  limit  of  what  you  feel  about 
something,  but  along  with  the  feelings,  I  am  dealing 
with  it  better  day  to  day  and  accepting  it  a  little  more. 
But  I  don’t  think  that’s  what’s  happening  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  I  don’t  think  there  is  an  acceptance  of  AIDS  or 
even  an  understanding  that  AIDS  is  there  or  an  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  risks. 

Warren:  What  about  the  stories  we’re  hearing  about 
gay  men  who  are  changing  their  attitudes  about 
monogamy,  wanting  to  get  into  monogamous  relation¬ 
ships? 

Ed:  That’s  bull  shit.  There’s  no  real  change.  Maybe 
some  have  changed.  I  have.  The  people  in  my  AIDS 
group  have.  But  it  seems  to  be  a  very  thin  sliver  of  the 
community  that  is  trying  to  make  these  changes.  I  think 
when  it  comes  right  down  to  it,  being  in  a  monogamous 
relationship  is  fine,  but  it’s  extremely  difficult  given  the 
escape  routes  we  have.  Before,  in  my  own  life,  when  a 
little  pressure  or  a  little  demand  came  into  the  relation¬ 
ship,  I  would  go  and  suck  some  cock  and  I  felt  great. 
My  ego  was  boosted.  I  had  nothing  to  lose  because  there 
were  always  more  fish  in  the  sea.  Now  that  option  is  not 
available  to  me. 


You  can  talk  yourself  into 
either  camp:  I’m  fine  or  I’m 
dying.  On  top  of  it  all,  I  have 
to  deal  with  the  denial  that  the 
community  seems  to  have 
about  how  bad  AIDS  really  is. 


Warren:  Do  you  think  there  are  gay  men  out  there 
who  know  they  have  AIDS  and  are  still  fucking  around? 
Ed:  Yes,  oh  yes,  people  in  my  group  have.  I’ve  heard 
of  people  with  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  fucking  around  in 
back  rooms. 

I  was  talking  with  someone  about  this  last  night.  He 
said  that  people  who  don’t  have  any  symptoms  and  are 
out  there  and  using  some  precautions  and  not  picking 
up  just  any  man  on  the  street  are  doing  a  good  thing.  I 
asked  him  about  people  who  do  have  symptoms  and  are 
tricking.  He  answered  that  if  they  are  going  out  there 
and  doing  that,  then  they  are  immoral  and  I  said,  “Wait 
a  minute,  there’s  something  wrong  here.  There  is  a  two- 
year  incubation  period  with  AIDS  and  there  are  carriers 
who  don’t  know  how  germs  work,  so  where  do  you  put 
morality?  You  can’t  put  that  kind  of  morality  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  behavior.” 
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The  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

Their  banner  unfurled,  blowing  triumphantly  in 
the  wind.  Women  marching,  chanting,  proudly 
asserting  by  their  presence  that  they  are  here, 
they  have  a  right  to  be  here  and  they  are  here  to 
stay. 

Allies  joined,  people  smiled  and  a  few  silently 
mocked.  History  was  indeed  being  written  this 
summer  day  when  the  newly  formed  Boston  Bi¬ 
sexual  Women’s  Network  (BBWN)  organized  this 
city’s  first  contingent  of  bisexual  women  to 
march  in  unity  during  the  1983  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  March. 

For  many  of  these  women  the  road  to  the  rally 
site  on  the  Common  was  far  longer  than  the  sim¬ 
ple  route  down  Boylston,  Charles,  Cambridge 
and  Beacon  Streets.  Their  voyage  began  years 
earlier  and  gained  added  impetus  through  their 
involvement  in  the  bisexual  women’s  support 
groups  that  have  been  springing  up  throughout 
the  area.  In  these  groups,  women  are  coming  to¬ 
gether  to  talk  and  share  experiences,  showing 
each  other  that  they  are  not  alone,  that  their  sex¬ 
ual  and  emotional  feelings  are  in  no  way  unique, 
while  helping  one  another  to  come  to  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  what  they  feel  is  indeed  all  right. 

The  roots  of  the  first  support  group  go  back 
almost  two  years  to  the  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  where  bisexuality  was  one  of  the  topics 
at  its  Wednesday  night  discussions.  Some  of  the 
women  who  attended  started  a  small  support 
group,  which  lasted  for  a  few  months.  Then  in  the 
beginning  of  September  of  last  year  the  Center 
held  another  discussion  on  the  topic  and  about 
40  women  showed  up,  including  two  who  were 
members  of  the  first  support  group.  These  two 
women,  plus  one  other,  took  down  the  names  of 
those  who  were  interested  in  forming  an  on¬ 
going  bisexual  women’s  support  group.  What 
turned  out  was  a  group  of  eight  women  who 
elected  to  call  themselves  the  “BiVocals.”  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Lisa  Orlando,  one  of  the  original 
members,  “We  got  our  name  from  one  of  our 
members  who  always  wanted  to  form  a  glitter 


rock  band  called  the  BiVocals— bi  and  very 
vocal.” 

Orlando  said  that  three  or  four  more  support 
groups  grew  out  of  the  Women’s  Center  during 
the  year  and  last  spring  members  of  the  BiVocals 
gave  a  party  for  bisexual  women  and  their  wom¬ 
en  friends. 

At  this  party  there  was  discussion  of  forming 
an  organization  which  would  help  to  link  togeth¬ 
er  the  various  groups.  Posters  were  then  put  up 
in  the  women’s  bars  and  a  listing  was  piaced  in 
Equal  Times  announcing  a  planning  meeting. 

In  May  approximately  35  women  came  to  the 
Women’s  Center  for  what  turned  out  to  be  the 
founding  meeting  of  the  new  Boston  Bisexual 


Local  Niches 


Women’s  Network.  A  coordinating  committee 
was  formed  and  the  future  meeting  times  were 
set.  This  fall  proposed  bylaws  were  drawn  up 
stating  that  “the  purpose  of  the  Association  is  to 
bring  together  women  in  order  to:  provide  a  safe 
environment  for  all  women  to  explore  new  sexual 
options  without  feeling  pressured  to  commit 
themselves  to  a  particular  sexual  orientation  or 
lifestyle  and  to  support  and  validate  the  self-ac¬ 
ceptance  of  bisexual  women;  organize  and  em¬ 
power  bisexual  women  to  struggle  within  the  gay 
community  for  full  acceptance,  and  within  the 
society  as  a  whole  for  the  acceptance  of  bisexu¬ 
ality  and  for  the  iiberation  of  all  gay  people;  serve 
as  an  umbrella  organization  for  support,  discus¬ 
sion,  education,  outreach,  political  action  and 
social  groups  related  to  bisexuality  and  to  facili¬ 
tate  their  formation;  facilitate  the  exchange  of  in¬ 
formation  and  ideas  on  sexual  options  both  lo¬ 
cally,  nationally  and  internationally;  and  provide 
social  functions  for  its  members  and  their  friends 
as  a  means  of  building  bisexual  solidarity.” 


Orlando  said  that  since  the  Network’s  incep¬ 
tion,  three  or  four  new  support  groups  have 
formed,  bringing  the  total  to  approximately  ten  in 
the  Boston  area.  In  September  BBWN  held  its 
second  generai  meeting.  A  counsciousness-rais- 
ing  session  was  held  for  the  80  women  in  atten¬ 
dance  on  the  topic  of  “Coming  Out  in  the  Gay 
and  Straight  Worlds.”  Orlando  said,  “It  was  very 
much  like  the  early  days  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  the  same  sense  of  ‘I  always  thought  that 
this  was  only  my  problem.’” 

General  meetings  of  BBWN,  which  are  open  to 
all  interested  women,  are  slated  to  take  place 
every  two  months  and  membership  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  is  open  to  women  who  have  paid  dues, 
which  are  on  a  sliding  scale.  Members  are  eligi¬ 
ble  to  attend  Coordinating  Committee  meetings, 
where  they  can  vote  on  group  issues.  They  are 
also  given  discounts  whenever  the  Network 
charges  a  fee  to  a  function  or  event. 

The  Coordinating  Committee  is  the  group’s 
board  of  directors.  It  is  charged  with  planning 
and  running  general  meetings,  answering  corres¬ 
pondence,  doing  fundraising  and  publicity,  co¬ 
ordinating  affiliated  support  groups,  helping  new 
groups  to  form,  recruiting  new  members  and 
publishing  a  newsletter. 

The  newsletter  is  sent  to  all  women  who  are  on 
the  Network’s  mailing  list  and  a  woman  does  not 
have  to  be  an  active  member  in  the  organization 
to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list.  Included  in  the 
newsletter  is  an  announcement  of  meetings  and 
other  Network  events  and  minutes  from  recent 
Coordinating  Committee  meetings.  Scheduled 
to  appear  in  the  next  issue  is  the  group’s  newly 
Continued  on  back  page  of  Calendar  section. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA,  021 14 
(617)227-0513 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 
PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  02116 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

SOUTHERN 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 


ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copfey  Square 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

DENTISTRY 

DR.RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SHAWN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)576-2144 
(617)  321-8818 

INSURANCE 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Boston 
Cape  Cod 
1-800-352-3185 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

THE  BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS, 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
(617)451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $100.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469. 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Calendar  compiled  by  Jeremy  Grainger 


Chris  Williamson,  Tret  Pure,  Meg  Christian,  Teresa  Trull  and  Barbara  Higbie  will  celebrate  their 
four  upcoming  releases  on  Olivia  and  Second  Wave  Records  with  a  rare  performance  together  at 
Boston’s  Orpheum  Theater  at  8:00  PM  on  Saturday,  November  12.  Tickets  are  available  at  Ticket- 
ron  outlets,  the  Orpheum  box  office.  Somewhere  Else  and  Glad  Day  Books . 


Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 
and  Jeremy  Grainger. 


A  Cabaret,  Finally 

Christopher  Isherwood,  in  his  80th  year,  has 
just  been  awarded  the  Commonwealth  Award 
for  Distinguished  Service  in  Literature  by  the 
Modern  Language  Association.  Although  he 
has  written  four  volumes  of  autobiography, 
nine  novels,  travel  books,  film  scripts  and 
plays,  this  is  one  of  the  only  major  recognitions 
he  has  received.  Isherwood  has  always  been 
open  about  his  homosexuality  and  almost  all  of 
his  writings  discuss  or  are  influenced  by  his 
openness.  Perhaps  his  most  famous  book. 
Goodbye  to  Berlin,  was  the  basis  for  the  play 
and  film  of  /  Am  a  Camera  and  subsequently 
the  play  and  film  of  Cabaret. 

Goodly  Hutchinson 

The  Lyric  Stage  will  present  the  Boston  pre¬ 
miere  of  William  Gibson’s  Goodly  Creature  on 
October  26. 

Goodly  Creature  is  based  on  the  life  of  early 
feminist  and  religious  reformer  Anne  Hutchin¬ 
son,  who  was  banished  from  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  in  the  mid-seventeenth  century  for 
speaking  her  own  views  on  religion.  Mr.  Gibson, 
author  of  The  Miracle  Worker,  will  be  present 
after  selected  evening  performances  to  discuss 
the  play  with  the  audience. 

Goodly  Creature  will  play  Wednesday 
through  Sunday  until  November  27.  Call  (617) 
742-8703  for  exact  time  and  prices. 

November  12th  March 

A  coalition  of  national  groups  has  called  a 
march  on  Washington,  DC,  to  protest  U.S.  inter¬ 
vention  in  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean 
and  U.S.  aggression  against  Nicaragua.  The 
march  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  November  12. 

Buses  to  the  march  will  be  leaving  from  the 
Boston  area.  Cost  per  ticket  is  $30.  For  more 
information  on  the  march  or  to  buy  a  ticket  con¬ 
tact  CASA,  the  Central  American  Solidarity 
Association,  at  492-8699,  or  the  Mobilization  for 
Survival  at  354-0008. 

Off-Season  Season  in  P-Town 

The  Provincetown  Theater  Company  will 
open  its  21st  season  with  Michael  Christofer’s 
award-winning  play  The  Shadow  Box.  The  play, 
which  is  about  three  people  dealing  with  their 
impending  death,  was  one  of  the  first  Broadway 
plays  to  successfully  present  a  gay  character 
as  a  matter  of  course  and  not  be  shunned  by 
critics  or  audiences.  The  play  will  run  Thurs¬ 
days  through  Sundays  from  Cctober  27  to 
November  13  at  the  Provincetown  Art  Associa¬ 
tion  and  Museum.  Tickets  and  more  info  at 
487-9702. 

The  Envelope  Please. . . 

Two  gay  and  lesbian  political  groups  have 
announced  upcoming  awards  evenings. 

The  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  in  New  York  holds  Its  8th  Annual  Awards 
Benefit,  “Starting  a  Second  Debate,”  on 
November  7  at  the  Joyce  Theater,  Eighth  Ave¬ 
nue  and  19th  Street  in  Manhattan. 

This  year.  Lambda  honors  Barbara  GIttIngs, 
lesbian  activist  since  1958,  and  Hon.  Richard 
Flalla,  chief  administrative  law  judge  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  Certificates  of  Merit  will  be 
given  to  the  Lesbian  Rights  Project  and  People 
with  AIDS. 

Following  a  champagne  reception  at  the 
Joyce  Theater  at  7  PM  and  an  awards  ceremony 
at  8  PM,  there  will  be  a  buffet  dinner  at  the  Chel¬ 
sea  loft  of  Douglas  Watts  Caterers,  236  West 
26th  Street  at  Eighth  Avenue.  Tickets  are  avail¬ 
able  for  $30  for  the  ceremony  only  or  $100  for 
both  ceremony  and  buffet  from  Lambda,  132 
West  43rd  Street,  New  York,  NY  10036.  (212) 
944-9488 

Locally,  the  Boston  LesbIan/Gay  Political 
Alliance  will  hold  its  second  annual  community 
recognition  awards  dinner  on  November  18. 
The  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  China  Pearl  Rest¬ 
aurant,  9  Tyler  Street  in  Chinatown. 

This  year  BL/GPA  will  honor  UrvashI  Vald, 
lesbian  activist,  David  Peterson,  activist  and  a 
founder  of  GCN,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  and  the  Gay  Speakers’  Bureau.  The  group 
will  also  present  awards  to  the  Boston  AIDS 
Action  Committee  and  the  Boston  Women’s 
Health  Book  Collective,  compilers  of  the  book 
Our  Bodies,  Ourselves.  Congressional  Repre¬ 
sentative  Barney  Frank  will  receive  BUGPA’s 
“Friend  of  the  Community”  Award. 

The  evening  will  include  a  cocktail  hour, 
Chinese  banquet,  awards  presentation,  accep¬ 
tance  remarks  and  a  slide  show  of  important 
events  in  1983  involving  Boston’s  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Tickets  for  the  dinner  are  $10 
or  $25  (Dinner  Sponsor)  and  must  be  purchased 
in  advance  from  the  Alliance  at  P.O.  Box  65, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 


MiniReview 

Doonesbury.  Book  and  Lyrics  by  Gariy  Tru¬ 
deau.  Music  by  Elizabeth  Swados.  Directed 
by  Jacques  Levy.  With  Kate  Burton,  Barbara 
Andrew,  Mark-Linn-Baker,  Aibert  Mackiin.  At 
the  Wiibur. 

Two  summers  ago  when  Harvard  Summer 
School  students  revived  the  musical  Hair, 
much  to-do  was  made  of  the  fact  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  had  to  research  the  period  in  old  Time 
magazines  and  even  began  the  production 
with  a  slide  show  to  give  background  to  the 
(mostly  student)  audience.  I  know  time 
moves  on,  but  this  is  ridiculous. 

Hair  seemed  revolutionary:  it  was  probably 
the  first  of  the  “concept  musicals”  (free-form 
rather  than  strictly  linear),  it  was  a  reflection 
of  contemporary  life  (although  actually  more 
of  a  rip-off  of  hippies  and  the  counter-cul¬ 
ture)  and  it  at  least  seemed  political.  It  talked 
about  Viet  Nam,  it  criticized  the  US  govern¬ 
ment,  it  was  pro-sex  and  pro-drugs.  And  all 
this  was  even  more  shocking  because  it  was 
a  Broadway  musical.  It  seemed  to  break  the 
mold  that  musicals  had  to  be  frivolous,  silly 
and  empty-headed. 

All  this  brings  us  round  to  Gerry  Trudeau’s 
musical  of  his  comic  strip  Doonesbury.  It’s 
been  almost  13  years  since  the  first  Doones¬ 
bury  cartoons  appeared.  Over  the  years  they 
have  become  increasingly  more  potent,  polit¬ 
ical  and  aggressively  critical  (in  a  laid-back 
sort  of  way)  of  The  American  Way  of  Life.  Of 
course  the  political  judgments  were  always 
offset  by  the  interactions  of  the  more  lovable 
characters— Joanie,  Zonkers,  Mark,  B.D. — 
but  in  many  respects  Doonesbury  vocalized 
progressive  politics  (feminism,  anti-racism 
and  gay  liberation  as  well  as  Viet  Nam)  to  a 
wider  audience  than  many  other  media.  So 
what  happens  when  it  goes  legit  at  $35.00  a 
seat  and  hits  Broadway? 


Beyond  the  Fifth  of  July 

The  New  Ehrlich  Theater’s  production  of  Lan- 
ford  Wilson’s  Fifth  of  July  has  been  so  success¬ 
ful  that  it  is  being  extended  through  the  fourth 
of  December.  A  family  comedy/drama,  Wilson’s 
play  features  gay  characters  and  received  a 
rave  review  from  GCN  (and  several  other  less 
important  Boston  papers). 

Atwood  at  MIT 

Margaret  Atwood,  whose  pungent  prose  and 
poetry  can  make  your  eyes  tear  and  skin  crawl 
at  the  same  time,  will  be  reading  from  her  work 
at  the  Women,  Writing  and  Society  reading/lec- 
ture  series  at  MIT  on  November  11  at  8  PM.  The 
reading  is  free  and  will  take  place  at  the  MIT 
Student  Center. 

Chewed  Tobacco 

Iris  Films,  a  feminist  film  collective  in  Berke¬ 
ley,  California,  has  announced  a  new  media 
production  now  in  distribution:  “She  Drank, 
She  Swore,  She  Courted  Girls... She  Even 
Chewed  Tobacco.” 

The  slide  and  tape  show,  a  40-minute  presen¬ 
tation  sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco  Lesbian 
and  Gay  History  Project  and  produced  by 
Freedman  and  Liz  Stevens,  is  based  on  original 
research  by  Allan  Berube.  It  tells  the  stories  of 
women  who  passed  as  men  in  order  to  earn  bet¬ 
ter  wages,  travel  freely  and  sometimes  court 
and  marry  other  women. 

She  Even  Chewed  Tobacco  is  available  for 
rent  or  for  sale.  For  preview  information  con¬ 
tact  Iris  Films,  P.O.  Box  5353,  Berkeley,  CA 
94705,  (415)  549-3192. 

Conferences 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Quakers  confer  in  Minneap¬ 
olis  over  the  Thanksgiving  holiday.  The  Friends 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns  (FLGC)  national 
gathering  will  run  from  November  25  through 
the  27th.  The  theme  of  the  conference  is  Build¬ 
ing  a  Diverse  Spiritual  Community. 

FLGC  is  a  national  organization  with 
branches  in  several  major  cities,  including  New 
York,  Philadephia  and  Washington,  DC.  Unlike 
other  gay/lesbian  religious  groups,  FLGC  is 
recognized  by  and  affiliated  with  the  larger 
Quaker  community. 

For  information  on  the  gathering  contact 
Steve  Finn  at  (612)  377-0741  or  John  Yoakam  at 
(612)  377-4282. 

The  Challenge  of  1984:  Together  We  Can 
Make  a  Difference  is  the  theme  for  the  9th 
National  Conference  of  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  to  be  held  in  San  Diego,  Caiifornia, 
Thanksgiving  weekend.  For  information  on  the 
conference  contact:  GAU9  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee,  P.O.  Box  82123,  San  Diego,  CA  92138  (619) 
295-4040. 


Doonesbury  (the  musical)  centers  around 
the  main  characters  and  their  graduation 
from  college  and  the  dissolution  of  their 
commune  Walden.  There  is  a  sub-plot  of  the 
drug-crazed  ex-ambassador  to  China, 
Duke,  and  his  attempts  to  turn  Walden 
condo.  The  book  and  lyrics  are  by  Trudeau, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  can  turn  a  fun¬ 
nier  joke  than  most  Broadway  hacksters. 
There  are  some  neat  jibes  at  the  Reagans 
and  one  or  two  on-target  remarks  about 
American  life  in  general.  But  on  the  whole, 
while  the  show  is  funny,  it  lacks  the  sharp 
bite  of  the  comic  strip.  It  takes  no  chances. 
Years  ago  Trudeau  risked  one  of  his 
characters  coming  out,  and  the  strip  was 
dropped  from  several  papers  for  those 
episodes.  The  gay  character  isn’t  in  the 
musical.  Neither  are  any  of  the  black  char¬ 
acters.  Trudeau  is  playing  it  safe  here  and 
it’s  too  bad. 

As  much  as  Hair  capitalized  on  exploiting 
the  counter-culture,  it  did  attempt  to  shock 
the  average  theater-goer.  It  pushed,  playfully 
perhaps,  but  it  did  push.  Doonesbury  is  try¬ 
ing  to  be  a  nice  old-fashioned  musical  with 
an  ’80s  update  on  locale  and  character.  It’s 
funny,  touching  at  times  and  generally  well 
done,  but  it  just  doesn’t  deliver  what  the 
comic  strip  did. 

As  a  theatrical  form  the  musical  can  reach 
a  huge  audience.  Doonesbury  had  a  chance 
to  give  new  credibility  to  the  genre,  revitalize 
it,  politicize  it— and  in  the  end  make  it  a  bet¬ 
ter  show.  I  suspect  that  art  which  speaks  to 
deeper  concerns,  call  them  political  or  what¬ 
ever  you  like,  will  be  longer-lasting  than  art 
that  panders.  In  fifteen  years  when  they  want 
to  revive  Doonesbury  they’ll  have  to  research 
the  1980s  to  find  out  what  they  really  meant. 
It’s  too  bad. 

— Michael  Bronski 


In  Praise  of  Pulps  ^ 

Beebo  Brinker  is  alive  and  well  in  Maida  Til- 
Chen’s  slide/tape  show  on  those  sleezy,  won¬ 
derful  lesbian  pulp  novels  (Ann  Bannon,  Valerie 
Taylor,  et  a!.).  Maida  will  present  her  slide  show 
along  with  a  taped  interview  with  Ann  Bannon, 
author  of  five  pulps  recently  re-released  by 
Naiad  Press,  and  there’ll  be  a  book  sale  of  rare 
and  original  pulp  novel  editions  at  Oasis 
Coffeehouse  on  Saturday,  November  12. 

With  Maida’s  slideshow.  Oasis  opens  for  the 
season  at  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  Street  in  Cambridge.  Doors  open  at  7:30 
PM  and  ciose  at  8  PM,  so  be  there  on  time!  A  $5 
donation  is  requested  for  the  slide  show. 

N  iches _ 

Continued  from  front  page  of  Calendar  section. 

written  bylaws  and  possibly  an  article  of  interest 
on  the  topic  of  bisexuality. 

Although  BBWN  is  a  relatively  new  organiza¬ 
tion,  it  seems  to  be  growing  rapidly  and  members 
have  some  ambitious  plans  for  the  future.  Orlan¬ 
do  said  that  they  would  like  to  sponsor  a  con¬ 
ference  on  bisexuality  somewhere  in  the  Boston 
area,  would  like  to  develop  a  bisexual  archive, 
and  would  like  one  day  to  coordinate  a  bisexual 
speakers’  bureau. 

At  present  there  is  no  organization  similar  to 
BBWN  for  men.  Orlando  notes,  “It  is  a  big  prob¬ 
lem  for  men  to  organize  around  an  issue  like  this 
because  there  is  no  men’s  movement  which  has 
developed  the  kind  of  institutions  that  the  wom¬ 
en’s  movement  has  developed.”  She  added  that 
some  men  have  written  to  BBWN  inquiring  about 
support  groups  for  bisexual  men  and  said  that 
she  would  like  to  see  such  groups  develop  in  the 
area.  “All  it  would  take  is  one  man,”  she  said,  “to 
organize  a  group.” 

Orlando  encourages  all  women  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  BBWN  to  writer:  BBWN,  P.O.  Box 
1534,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. 


ntly 

good  night...” 


n  Warren:  Do  you  feel  that  you  are  in  a  middle  ground 
because  you  have  been  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS  but 
most  of  the  time  you  are  feeling  pretty  good? 

Ed:  Yes,  that’s  the  worst  part  of  it  —  the  not  knowing. 
There  hasn’t  been  really  any  research  or  just 
c  sociological  kinds  of  studies  of  the  people  in  my 
category  of  Prodromal  AIDS,  which  are  people  who 
have  symptoms,  they  seem  to  get  better,  then  get  worse. 
They  don’t  really  know  what  it  is.  You  can  talk  yourself 
into  either  camp;  I’m  fine  or  I’m  dying.  On  top  of  it  all, 
I  have  to  deal  with  the  denial  that  the  community  seems 
to  have  about  how  bad  AIDS  really  is. 

Warren:  Do  you  feel  that  when  people  are  going  out 
there  having  numerous  anonymous  sexual  encounters, 
they  are  in  some  way  turning  their  backs  on  you? 

Ed:  Yes,  exactly.  It’s  as  if  people  were  pointing  at  me, 
saying,  “Well,  there’s  one  that  kind  of  got  sick  and  his 
life  is  kind  of  ruined  and  too  bad,  honey,”  and  they  go 
off  to  the  Pines.  It’s  very  frightening  to  me  what’s  going 
on. 

Warren:  It  sounds  like  you’ve  got  lots  of  anger. 

Ed:  Yes,  yes,  yes  —  you  hit  it  on  the  nose.  The  anger  is 
hard  though.  What  do  you  do  with  it? 

I  did  do  one  thing  which  was  nice.  I  spoke  to  a  group 
of  25  nurses  at  a  place  called  Skills  Update,  which  is  a 
place  for  nurses  to  discuss  important  medical  and  social 
issues.  This  was  “AIDS  Week”  and  I’ve  never  done 
anything  like  this  before.  I  got  up  there  and  told  them 
about  my  fears  and  anger,  especially  at  the  medical 
community,  which  treated  me  so  harshly.  When  I  first 
found  out  that  I  had  AIDS  it  was  a  really  muddling 
period.  I  went  to  a  doctor  for  a  regular  checkup.  I  had  a 
little  sore  on  my  tush  and  the  doctor  felt  around  and  he 
felt  an  enlarged  gland  here  and  there.  He  said,  “Do  you 
know  you  have  lymphadenopathy?”  I  said,  “No.”  I 
mean,  I  knew  that  I  had  swollen  glands  but  I’ve  gone  to 
doctors  before  and  they  said  that  everybody  had  it  and 
it’s  nothing,  but  this  doctor  said  that  maybe  it  was 
something  and  he  told  me  to  go  to  the  AIDS  clinic.  To 
have  your  whole  life  flash  before  your  eyes  is  not 
anywhere  near  descriptive  of  the  feelings  when  they  tell 
you  to  go  to  the  AIDS  clinic,  as  if  they  were  telling  you 
to  go  to  the  nose  clinic  or  the  ear  clinic. 

I  went  through  a  bunch  of  tests,  answered  a  bunch  of 
questions,  went  to  another  AIDS  clinic,  and  they  did 
more  blood  tests.  I  was  then  told  the  results  of  my  blood 
tests  over  the  phone  by  a  male  nurse  who  gave  me  lots  of 
numbers  of  tests  and  names  that  I  have  no  idea  of  what 
they  meant.  When  he  got  to  the  hepatitis  test  results  he 
said  that  I  am  a  carrier  of  hepatitis  B  and  told  me  not  to 
have  any  sex  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  Then  he  said  that  I 
probably  have  AIDS.  Imagine  your  sex  life  being  over 
forever,  that  any  time  you  come  in  contact  with  another 
human  being  intimately  you  will  give  him  either  one  of 
two  diseases.  You  know:  leper,  disgusting,  dirty,  filthy, 
horrible,  get  me  out  of  this  body,  why  me?  All  of  those 
things,  devastating,  and  it  wasn’t  until  I  got  into  the 
support  group  that  I  could  express  anything  about  this. 
It  was  too  upsetting  and  confusing. 

With  my  anger  at  the  medical  community,  I  shocked 
the  nurses.  They  gasped  when  they  heard  how  I  was 
treated  and  I  told  them  very  succinctly  that  I  felt  it  was 
because  I  was  a  homosexual.  “I’m  a  gay  man  and  I  was 
treated  like  an  unfeeling  piece  of  shit,  in  a  very  rough 
terrible  manner.”  The  medical  community  would  never 
ever  tell  the  lovely  mother  of  three  children  over  the 
phone  that  she  has  cancer.  They  wouldn’t  consider  it. 
They  would  immediately  bring  her  into  the  office  and  in 
a  very  nice  medical  way  tell  her  the  truth  and  then  offer 
her  all  kinds  of  support  services,  counseling  her  and  her 
husband.  They  all  would  hug,  the  kids  would  cry,  she 
would  get  support  and  be  able  to  get  on  with  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  death  in  a  realistic,  human  manner.  But  I  was 
sitting  alone  in  my  apartment  on  the  phone  and  this 
fucking  idiot  told  me,  “You  are  going  to  die,  sorry.” 

Warren:  The  thing  that  could  have  even  made  it  worse 
^  the  chance  that  that  'fucking  idiot”  might  have  been 


a  gay  man. 

Ed:  He  was  a  gay  man. 

Warren:  You’re  kidding.  Wouldn’t  you  expect  him  to 
be  a  little  more  sensitive? 

Ed:  Part  of  me  would.  If  you  are  working  in  the  medi¬ 
cal  profession,  yes,  you  could  be  a  little  more  sensitive, 
but  part  of  me  says  that  we  haven’t  been  programmed  to 
be  sensitive  and  nice  to  each  other.  We’ve  been  pro¬ 
grammed  to  cruise  and  look  hot  and  fist  fuck  each 
other.  Also,  at  the  time  there  were  so  many  cases,  so 
much  going  on,  that  the  clinic  was  very  busy  and 
crowded.  He  was  probably  having  to  do  this  to  20  peo¬ 
ple  a  day. 

Warren:  You  don ’t  have  to  justify  away  your  anger. 
Ed:  You’re  right,  that’s  exactly  what  I’m  doing. 

Warren:  You  don ’t  have  to  give  him  any  excuse. 

Ed:  Yes,  he  was  a  complete  asshole. 

A  couple  of  people  in  my  support  group  are  in  the 
hospital  and  the  doctors  have  refused  to  come  in  the 
room  to  treat  them.  They  were  in  for  pneumocystis  or 
something  and  the  doctor  would  write  on  the  chart  out¬ 
side  the  door,  give  it  to  the  nurse  and  that  was  it. 

Warren;  What  are  other  people  in  your  group  feeling 
about  the  gay  community’s  support  for  people  who 
have  AIDS? 

Ed:  Everyone  in  the  group,  if  I  can  speak  for  every¬ 
one,  is  feeling  the  same  thing  about  the  community.  It’s 
like  we’re  thinking,  “Those  idiots,  what  are  they  doing? 
This  isn’t  over.” 


It’s  as  if  AIDS  were  bpmber 
jackets:  it  comes  in,  support  it, 
buy  it,  it  looks  fabulous.  Sud¬ 
denly  it’s  out.  “Oh,  well,  we 
just  bought  this  last  year,  but 
throw  it  away  and  onto  some¬ 
thing  else.’’ 


Warren:  You  don’t  see  as  much  in  the  news  about 
AIDS  anymore  or  even  in  some  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
newspapers.  People  don ’t  seem  to  be  talking  about  it  as 
much  either. 

Ed:  No,  they’re  bored  with  it. 

Warren:  Concern  about  it  seems  to  have  reached  a 
peak  during  the  summer  and  now  it’s  going  downhill. 
People  would  rather  talk  about  the  elections  instead. 
Ed:  Not  the  election,  let’s  talk  about  the  Saint — a  hot 
disco  bar  here.  Forget  the  elections.  I  guess  we  hang 
around  in  different  crowds. 

It  is  very  depressing  for  me  that  the  gay  community 
can  only  function  in  a  faddist  kind  of  way.  It’s  as  if 
AIDS  were  bomber  jackets:  it  comes  in,  support  it,  buy 
it,  it  looks  fabulous.  Suddenly  it’s  out.  “Oh,  well,  we 
just  bought  this  last  year,  but  throw  it  away  and  onto 
something  else.” 

An  example  of  this  can  be  seen  in  the  community’s 
support  of  two  separate  AIDS  fundraisers  we  held  here 
at  Madison  Square  Garden.  The  first  was  a  circus  held 
last  April  where  we  sold  out  the  Garden— over  17,000 
tickets.  The  other  was  a  rodeo  on  October  1.  Less  than 
one-third  of  the  tickets  were  sold. 

Warren:  Do  you  take  this  as  an  indication  of  diminish¬ 
ing  support? 

Ed:  Absolutely,  it  was  the  saddest  thing  being  there.  It 
was  terrible  seeing  all  those  empty  seats.  The  atmos¬ 


phere  was  really  depressing. 

I  mean,  the  rodeo  wasn’t  the  best  choice  of  events  to 
have,  perhaps,  because  there  is  the  cruelty  to  animals 
factor,  etc.  But  those  who  were  turned  off  by  that  could 
have  bought  a  ticket  and  not  attended.  If  all  the  tickets 
were  sold  and  there  was  no  one  there,  who  cares,  but 
what  happened  was  a  gross  lack  of  support  by  the  gay 
community.  If  we  did  it  once  we  could  do  it  twice  and 
we  can  continue  to  do  it.  For  some  reason  it  just  wasn’t 
priority  material  this  time.  I  felt  they  went  to  the  circus 
and  they  thought  that  was  enough.  Some  people  said  the 
tickets  were  too  expensive,  but  the  circus  was  about  the 
same  price  and  I’m  sorry,  anybody  can  afford  ten  or  fif¬ 
teen  dollars  for  a  ticket  for  something  like  this.  A  per¬ 
son  would  spend  it  at  the  bar  in  twenty  minutes.  So  you 
have  two  less  drinks  or  you  go  to  the  baths  twice  less. 

There’s  another  great  story  about  the  circus.  At  this 
event  to  support  AIDS  research,  there  were  lots  of  men 
fucking  in  the  bathrooms,  here  at  a  circus  in  Madison 
Square  Garden.  Also,  two  guys  apparently  got  into  a 
utility  closet  and  the  janitor  came  along  and  opened  it 
up  and  found  them  humping  each  other.  Talk  about 
denial.  As  the  lion  is  about  to  eat  your  head  off  you  say, 
“This  isn’t  a  lion,  this  can’t  be  a  lion.” 

For  the  rodeo,  when  the  tickets  were  selling  slowly 
one  week  before,  an  ad  was  placed  in  the  Village  Voice. 
It  read:  “By  the  failure  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  pack 
Madison  Square  Garden  on  October  1  a  message  goes 
out  to  our  mayor  that  our  vote  is  not  important  and  he 
can  continue  to  ignore  us  in  our  health  crisis,  and  to  our 
President  and  Congress  and  the  world  that  their  support 
is  not  necessary,  and  to  AIDS  victims  that  their  care  and 
cure  is  no  longer  in  our  minds.”  The  sum  total  of  the 
New  York  City  government’s  contribution  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic  so  far  to  date  is  $24,000.  That’s  absurd. 
Whereas  in  San  Francisco  that  city  government  gave  $4 
million.  They  have  284  victims,  we  have  975  victims. 

So  that’s  what’s  happening  here  in  New  York.  It’s 
really  not  pretty.  It  makes  me  feel  a  bit  like  being  a  Jew 
in  the  holocaust  with  the  world  ignoring  it.  Some  people 
don’t  want  to  care  and  some  want  to  ignore  it. 

Warren:  Do  you  feel  people  are  blaming  the  victims? 
Ed:  I  think  some  people  are. 

Warren:  Jews  were  accused  of  walking  to  their  own 
slaughter. 

Ed:  I  think  the  gay  community  is  only  blaming  us  in 
the  sense  that  we  are  symbols  of  reality.  We  are  the  ones 
who  are  still  alive,  who  open  our  mouths  about  having 
AIDS  and  telling  what  AIDS  is.  People  don’t  like  us 
because  we  are  constant  reminders  that  they  are  behav¬ 
ing  in  a  crazy  fashion. 

Warren:  How  are  you  coping  with  it? 

Ed:  Basically,  my  solution  these  days  is  that  I  just  try 
to  surround  myself  with  the  people  I  love  and  who  love 
me.  I’ll  find  my  support  there  and  anybody  who  doesn’t 
feel  that  way,  I  really  don’t  want  anything  to  do  with.  I 
wouldn’t  mind  someone  saying  honestly,  “I  can’t 
change  my  lifestyle,  I  have  no  one  in  my  life  to  relate  to 
monogamously.  I  need  sex,  it’s  been  years  and  years  of 
sex,  sex,  sex,  and  I  can’t  just  stop  now.  It  hurts  too 
much.  I  have  to  go  out  there  and  I  have  to  sleep  with 
someone.”  Fine,  it’s  honest.  That  makes  sense  to  me. 
But  I  don’t  know  if  that’s  quite  what  is  going  on.  I  think 
it’s  more  empty-headed  than  that.  It’s  more  of  a 
bomber  jacket  syndrome — a  lot  of  denial. 

In  my  mentally  healthier  states  I  can  say  that  I’m 
doing  what’s  good  for  me  and  it  doesn’t  matter  what 
others  do.  But  most  of  the  time  it  does  matter.  I  think 
the  gay  community  isn’t  going  to  get  support  anywhere 
if  it  doesn’t  support  itself.  Support  comes  in  many 
forms.  It  just  breaks  the  support  system  down  at  the 
base  when  we  don’t  support  each  other  and  I  am  very 
scared  to  be  left  in  the  wake. 

Warren:  What  has  been  the  reaction  of  friends  of 
yours  who  knew  you  before  you  got  AIDS  when  you 
told  them?  The  reason  why  I’m  asking  this  is  because  I 
need  to  be  real  honest  with  you.  When  you  said  you 
wanted  to  come  up  and  visit  me  I  was  initially  really 
scared.  I  called  the  AIDS  Hot  Line  in  Boston  and  I  said, 
"Look,  I  have  a  problem.  A  friend  of  mine  said  he 
might  be  coming  up  here  for  a  visit,  I  love  him  more 
than  I  love  most  people  in  the  world  and  I’m  concerned 
about  the  disease.  What  can  Ido?”  They  said  to  me  that 
I  should  talk  to  you  about  it,  ask  how  other  people  have 
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13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


We  Won't  Use 
A  Hard  Sell. . . 


. . .  but  GCN  wants  to  remind  its  readers  that  gay 
men  are  at  particular  risk  of  contracting  hepatitis 
B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills  5000  people  each 
year.  That’s  five  times  as  many  fatalities  each 
year  as  have  ever  been  caused  by  AIDS.  As  of 
yet,  there  is  no  specific  preventative  or  cure  for 
AIDS.  But  we  do  have  a  vaccine  for  hepatitis  B. 

If  you  have  already  had  hepatitis  B,  you  may  not 
need  the  vaccine.  It’s  even  possible  that  you  may 
have  contracted  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  A  simple  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  screening  can  determine  whether  you  already 
have  the  hepatitis  B  antibody,  or  if  you  should 
consider  getting  the  vaccine.  So  visit  your  doctor, 
your  local  gay  clinic,  or  a  community  health 
center  and  ask  about  the  hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccine.  And  if  you  can,  consider  making  a 
donation  so  that  those  who  can’t  afford  the  ex¬ 
pensive  treatment  can  stay  healthy  too. 

In  Boston,  the  hepatitis  B  screening  and  vaccine 
is  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  which  maintains  a  fund  to  provide  grants 
and  loans  to  those  who  cannot  afford  the  vac¬ 
cine.  For  more  information,  or  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund,  call  the  Fenway  Communitv 
Health  Center  at  (617)  267-7573. 


Freedom’s  Just 

That’s  Why  I  Must  Fight 


This  space  is  for  prisoners  and 
others  to  speak  out  about  their  ex¬ 
perience  with  our  “criminal 
justice”  (social  control)  business. 

Also,  every  week  there  is  a 
“Prisoners  Seeking  Friends” 
space  in  the  paper.  Like  everyone 
else,  they  need  some  contact  and 
support  just  to  keep  some  sense  of 
’community’  in  their  heads.  Rare¬ 
ly  are  they  inside  for  acts  of 
violence  against  people.  That 
most  of  you  think  they  are  shows 
how  well  the  system  of  propagan¬ 
da  (and  silence)  works.  Even  more 
than  people  on  the  outside,  they 
have  to  choose:  Hide  your  feelings 
or  prepare  to  fight.  Give 
yourselves  a  chance  to  get  to  know 
some  people  who  may  teach  you 
something  you  don’t  know  about 
the  world  you  live  in- _ 


Dear  Mike, 

Got  your  letter  the  other  day 
and  boy  was  I  glad  to  hear  from 
you.  Yes,  1  did  think  the  warden’s 
letter  was  a  scream,  so  much  so  I 
felt  like  yelling  myself.  If  I 
thought  that  it  would  have  done 
any  good,  you  can  bet  I  would 
have,  my  love. 

Well,  I  got  a  feeling  that  this  let¬ 
ter  is  going  to  be  a  long  one,  so  sit 
your  self  down,  dear  heart,  while  I 
put  you  up  to  date  on  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on  around  this  land  of  no  kiss¬ 
ing  (that’s  what  they  think). 


GayCommunijly  News 


This  publication  is  detrimental  to 
prisoner's  rehabilitation  because  it 
would  encourage  deviate  criminal 
sexual  behavior. 


Some  weeks  ago  GCN  received 
a  letter  from  the  Federal  Prison  at 
Lompoc,  California  (reprinted 
below,  with  our  comment)  deny¬ 
ing  what  has  turned  out  to  be  all 
further  issues  of  the  paper  to  an 
openly  gay  prisoner  there.  He  has 
decided  to  fight  the  decision  and 
could  use  some  legal  advice  and 
help,  from  someone  in  or  near 
California  probably.  (He’s  also  a 
leather  craftsman  and  has  made  a 
beautiful  leather-tooled  plaque 
for  GCN  and  a  leather  photo 
album  for  Nancy  Walker,  ‘Por¬ 
cupine’,  and  her  sother  ‘Mousie’, 
whose  column  has  been  important 
to  him.) 

We  hope  some  of  you  will  write 
Bobbie  Lee,  even  if  only  on  a  one¬ 
time  basis,  to  express  your  sup¬ 
port  for  his  battle.  Fighting  the 
authorities  in  prison  doesn’t  just 
mean  you  win  or  lose  the  decision, 
it  means  they  look  for  ways  to  get 
back  at  you  afterwards  for  mak¬ 
ing  waves  in  their  closed  system. 

What  follows  is,  first,  the  denial 
letter  from  the  Warden  and  our 
comment,  and  then  his  letter 
about  deciding  to  resist  the  deci¬ 
sion. 

Dear  sir, (sic) 

On  or  about  8/31/83  this  in¬ 
stitution’s  mail  room  received  an 
envelope/package  addressed  to 
Robert  Lee  White,  a  federal  in¬ 
mate  presently  confined  at  this 
facility. 

A  review  of  the  newspaper  has 
revealed  that  it  contains  explicit 
photographs  and  articles  depicting 
homosexual  practices  and  ac¬ 
tivities.  It  has  been  determined 
that  this  would  consl,itute  a  threat 
to  the  good  order  and  discipline  of 
the  institution.  As  such,  the 
newspaper  will  not  be  delivered  to 
the  inmate  pursuant  to  P.S. 
5266.4. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  Christensen,  Warden 
U.S.  Penitentiary, 

Lompoc,  CA  93436 
[Prisoner  Project  Note:  The 
following  photograph  of  two  men 
kissing  is  the  threat.  If  one  had 
been  shooting  the  other,  of 
course,  there  would  have  been  no 
problem.  This  is  the  system  that 
many  of  us  accept  (implicitly  or 
explicitly)  as  the  foundation  of 
‘justice’  for  our  community:  the 
buck  stops  there.  The  reasoning 
seems  to  be:  let  someone  else  take 
responsibility  for  the  violence  in 
the  community. 

When  we  slough  off  social 
justice  to  people  who  can ’t  handle 
a  kiss,  is  it  their  hate  or  our  in¬ 
difference  that  allows  these 
violence  factories  to  continue 
rowint ' 


OK,  here  goes.  Did  you  get  the 
publication  rejection  memo  that  I 
sent  you  with  my  last  letter.  If  not, 
I  need  to  know  the  name  of 
GCN’s  lawyer  so  that  I  can  send 
you  a  copy  and  my  appeal  to  the 
warden  (which  he  will  deny).  Also 
my  appeal  to  the  Regional  Direc¬ 
tor  (330  Primrose  Road,  Burl¬ 
ingame,  CA  94010),  which  will 
also  be  denied.  Oh,  by  the  way  the 
case  number  is  LOM  0567-83. 

After  I  get  the  regional  appeal 
back  I  must  file  a  BB-II,  and  when 
I  get  this  back  saying  denied,  then 
and  only  then  can  I  take  my  case 
to  the  outside  courts.  I  think 
that’s  the  place  where  justice  is 
(supposed  to  be),  or  is  the  place 
where  we  pay  homage. 

The  reason  I  ask  for  GCN’s 
lawyer’s  name  is  that  the  guards 
or  the  prison  officials  cannot  read 
or  stop  a  convict’s  letter  to  his  at¬ 
torney,  or  at  least  that’s  the  law. 

Mike,  I  think  you  know  I  don’t 
like  to  ask  my  loved  ones  for 
things  and  1  will  ask  only  if  I’m  in 
real  need.  If  it  comes  to  me 
needing  a  lawyer,  will  you  help  me 
find  one?  I  don’t  think  that  I  will 
need  more  than  that  (smile). 

I’m  sure  that  when  the  prison 


live  like  anyone  in  our  society  is 
NOT  DONE  yet,  and  being  gay  is 
not  something  you  can  do  today 
and  not  tomorrow.  I  feel  that 
myself  and  all  people  that  call 
themselves  gay  or  lesbians, 
anyone  that  feels  that  they  are  one 
of  the  fighters  for  freedom  and 
responsible  rights  MUST  pay  a 
price  for  everything  we  do  or 
don’t  do.  We  never  know  when 
the  time  of  paying  will  come  but 
be  sure  it  will  come.  We  must  be 
ready  to  reach  into  our  gay  (or 
what  ever  name  we  stand  by)  souls 
and  find  the  will  to  meet  that  pay¬ 
ment. 

I  feel  myself  to  be  gay  and  being 
a  prisoner  should  not  stop  me 
from  being  what  I  feel  and  want 
my  self  to  be.  And  if  anything  that 
I  might,  can,  will  do  or  say  should 
help  another  gay,  lesbian,  or 
anyone,  then  it  should  be  done 
and  damn  the  price. 

Once,  lady  Porcupine  asked  me 
why  have  I  showed  her  so  much 
kindness  and  I  told  her  it  was 
because  of  her  writings.  What  I 
meant  is  this:  every  time  she  writes 
she  gives  part  of  her  self  to  who 
ever  takes  the  time  to  read  what 
she  has  wrote.  I  took  the  time  and 


That’s  why  I  must  fight  this  fight  to 
get  gay  papers  into  this  prison.  If  a 
gay  book,  sexual  or  not,  will  help  a 
prisoner  to  know  them  seifs  better 
so  that  they  can  change,  then  I  want 
that  book,  paper,  whatever  to  get 
behind  every  prison  wall  that 
stands;  damn,  damn  the  price. 


administrative  remedies  are  done 
with  and  I  put  my  case  to  the  out¬ 
side  courts  it  will  be  a  hot  fight 
and  these  people  here  will  do 
anything  that  they  can  get  away 
with  to  make  me  give  up. 

I  have  asked  myself  why  am  I 
doing  this?  As  much  time  as  I 
have  done  I  must  know  the 
PROBLEMS  that  this  kind  of 
thing  can  cause  me.  The  only 
answer  that  I  could  come  up  with 
is  something  that  I  said  to  you, 
‘To  understand  that  being  your 
self  is  more  important  than  being 
what  someone  else  wants  you  to 
be  and  that  believing  in  yourself 
can  be  the  most  important  thing 
you  ever  do.’ 

I  know  now  that  I  have  been 
doing  what  most  gay’s  (free  and 
unfree)  have  been  doing  lately:  I 
have  forgotten  that  the  fight  to 
have  the  rights  and  freedoms  to 

Threat 
Pgecunty 


without  her  knowing  it  she  and 
others  has  given  me  the  will  to  feel 
feelings  that  I  have  been  afraid  to 
feel.  She  has  opened  a  door  to 
things  that  I  needed  to  understand 
about  my  self,  most  of  all,  her 
words  to  Mousie  showed  me  I 
need  not  hide  my  softness.  And 
for  that  part  of  her  self  that  she 
gave  to  me,  I  gave  and  give  my 
love,  kindness  and  thanks.  No  less 
could  I  do. 

1  know  now  that  I  can  not  turn 
my  face  from  something  that  I 
must  do  if  only  for  my  self.  There 
is  something  that  I  have  read  in 
my  GCN  that  has  made  me  sadly 
ashamed.  There  are  some  of  us 
dieing  from  Aids  and  some  of  us 
has  or  are  turning  our  faces,  love 
and  kindness  from  them  who  need 
us.  From  this  1  truely  know  that 
the  fight  to  be  who  we  are  is  not 
over.  I  and  we  who  call  our  seifs 
gay  and  lesbians  must  stand  side 
by  side,  if  need  be  alone,  and  fight 
anything  that  hurts  what  we  are. 
We  must  also  at  the  same  time 
with  kindness  and  love  help  what 
we  are  to  grow  up  healthy  and 

loved.  Continued  on  page  17 
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Celebrating  Life, 
Honoring  Courage 


A  Concert  to  Life.  The  Boston 
Gay  Men ’s  Chorus  at  Jordan  Hall, 
October  13,  1983. 

By  Kenneth  Hale-Wehmann 

Tenor  Karl  Dan  Sorensen  had 
just  delivered  the  final  phrase  of  a 
song  called  “The  Plough  Boy”  by 
Benjamin  Britten.  The  audience’s 
already-enthusiastic  ovation  swell¬ 
ed  with  exclamations  of  delight  as 
the  singer  walked  over  to  his  ac¬ 
companist  John  Bollinger  and  in¬ 
stead  of  the  customary  handshake 
gave  him  a  big  kiss.  It  was  that 
kind  of  evening  as  the  Boston  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  gave  “A  Concert  to 
Life”  to  benefit  the  Boston  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  From  the  gen¬ 
erous  mood  among  the  concert- 
goers  right  down  to  conductor  Lee 
Ridgway’s  red  suspenders,  cel¬ 
ebration,  rather  than  lament, 
reigned. 

The  Chorus  performed  “small” 
pieces — motets,  madrigals,  part- 
songs,  showtunes — with  themes  of 
optimism,  piety,  friendship,  gentle 
humor  and  moral  support.  Soren¬ 
sen,  the  guest  soloist,  delivered  a 
brief  message  in  which  he  cited 
those  with  AIDS  who  have  been 
able  to  affirm  life  through  their 
struggles  and  pointed  out  that  no 
one  need  feel  helpless  against  the 
syndrome. 

People  came  not  only  to  support 
the  cause  but  also  to  hear  music. 
The  Chorus  was  in  good  form, 
with  ensemble  and  enunciation  im¬ 
proved  over  previous  appearances. 
Touches  of  sibilance  and  muddy 
attack  remain  and  quieter  dynam¬ 
ics  reveal  less  assured  control.  The 
BGMC’s  major  problem  is  still  its 
wooden  stage  presence.  Many  of 
the  singers  persist  in  keeping 
straight  faces  while  doing  “do-be- 
do-be-do’s,”  and  lines  like  “Day 
is  breaking  in  my  soul”  are  deliv¬ 
ered  with  inappropriate  reserve. 
Lyrics  that  should  lilt,  as  in  a  selec¬ 
tion  of  English  love  madrigals,  in¬ 
stead  fall  flat,  as  if  too  much  im¬ 
portance  is  being  laid  on  correct 
delivery  and  not  enough  on  style. 
Sludgy  tempo  similarly  spoiled 
some  ditties  from  The  Wizard  of 
Oz.  The  conjunction  of  technical 
skill  and  genuine  spirit,  no  small 
achievement,  did  occur  in  the 
rousing  “Rhythm  of  Life”  and  in 
the  two  Schubert  choruses  about 
the  night,  whose  ebullience 
bordered  on  hilarity. 

If  any  men  with  AIDS  were  in 
the  audience,  they  should  have 
been  heartened  by  the  theme  of  the 
evening.  A  brief  solemnity  by  An¬ 
ton  Bruckner,  Locus  Iste,  opened 
the  concert  with  these  words  on 
the  sacredness  of  life:  “This  is  a 
place  made  by  God:/Inestimable, 
holy,  beyond  reproach.”  The  folk 
music  offered  sentimental  but  con¬ 
vincing  stories  about  the  ups  and 
downs  of  love  and  the  strength  of 
spirit.  The  madrigals  included  this 
observation  on  Cupid  by  Eliza¬ 
bethan  Thomas  Morley:  “The 
winged  boy  doth  never  light/but 
when  he  finds  an  idle  wight.” 

It  was  good  to  see  more  gay- 
identified  music  on  the  program. 


and  recognition  (without  exploita¬ 
tion)  of  double  entendres  in 
nominally  “straight”  music  (like 
Stephen  Sondheim’s  “You  Must 
Meet  My  Wife,”  staged  as  a  con¬ 
fession  to  a  gay  lover).  More  ex¬ 
ploration  of  the  music  of  Virgil 
Thomson,  Michael  Tippett  and 
John  Cage  would  certainly  have 
been  welcome;  the  Chorus’  leader¬ 
ship  needs  to  realize  that  the  music 
establishment  will  respect  BGMC 
even  without  its  ignoring  gay  com¬ 
posers.  (The  Chorus  does  plan  a 
concert  of  music  by  Ned  Rorem, 
Britten  and  Noel  Coward  in  the 
spring  of  1984,  but  this  sort  of 
commitment  is  long  overdue.) 


put  on  a  song  and  dance  too.  The 
mixture  of  serious  music  with  pops 
and  showtunes  just  doesn’t  work. 
Stephen  Sondheim’s  maudlin  pla¬ 
titudes,  fast  becoming  a  fixture  of 
gay  choral  concerts,  were  out  in 
force  in  a  confused  medley  of  his 
hits,  nearly  undoing  the  atmos¬ 
phere  of  intelligent  affirmation.  It 
was  unclear  whether  the  “Show¬ 
time  Singers,”  who  embarrassing¬ 
ly  acted  out  these  tunes,  were 
dishing  on  Broadway  cliches  or 
were  simply  stuck  with  stale  chore¬ 
ography.  The  musical  revue  num¬ 
bers  we  can  do  without,  at  least 
until  the  Chorus  members  feel 
more  comfortable  as  vaudevilleans 


If  any  men  with  AIDS  were  in  the 
audience,  they  should  have  been 
heartened  by  the  theme  of  the 
evening.^ 


Boston’s  new-music  climate  was 
warmed  by  the  inclusion  of  Fan¬ 
fares,  by  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory’s  Daniel  Pinkham.  This 
majestic,  at  times  hypnotic  piece 
was  given  a  dutiful,  occasionally 
strong  performance  by  the  Chor¬ 
us.  Although  cooly  received,  pre¬ 
dictably,  by  the  audience,  Fan¬ 
fares  served  as  a  fitting  end  to  the 
concert,  its  biblical  lyrics  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  theme  of  celebration, 
especially  the  vigorous 
“Alleluia.”  The  presence  of  brass, 
tympani  and  organ  lent  variety  to 
the  program’s  texture.  Likewise 
welcome  were  the  four  women 
who  played  horn  on  Schubert’s 
Nachtgesang  im  Walde. 

Considering  their  intermittent 
skill  in  selecting  appropriate 
music,  it  is  a  mystery  why  the  peo¬ 
ple  behind  BGMC  feel  they  have  to 


and  have  some  good  material.  The 

clincher  was  when  Fanfares  was 
followed  immediately  and  taste¬ 
lessly  by  an  encore  of  “One,”  that 
worn-out  Chorus  Line  warhorse 
which  is  hokey  no  matter  how  you 
change  the  pronouns. 

Karl  Dan  Sorensen  proved  him¬ 
self  a  versatile,  gracious  performer 
and  his  interpretation  of  five 
British  folksongs  set  by  Benjamin 
Britten  would  have  been  a  triumph 
by  any  standards.  The  audience 
was  enthralled  by  his  dramatic 
sense  in  such  songs  as  “The  Ash 
Grove”  and  “The  Foggy,  Foggy 
Dew.”  Hazy,  naive  eroticism  per¬ 
vades  the  lyrics,  with  references  to 
lads  and  riverbanks  and  remote 
meadows.  In  a  preamble,  the  sing¬ 
er  told  of  hearing  Peter  Pears  per¬ 
form  the  songs  with  his  lover  Brit- 
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COME  OUT  FOR  MEL  KING! 


Saturday,  October  29 

Latino  Community  Walk  for  Mel, 

Jamaica  Plain/Mission  Hill,  11  am  —  2  pm 

Youth  Rally  for  Mel 
Blackstone  Park,  1  pm 

Monday,  October  31 

Candidates  Forum,  sponsored  by  The  New  Lawyers  Caucus 
Boston  University  Law  School,  7:30  pm 

Wednesday,  November  2 

Jobs  with  Peace  Candidates  Forum 
Harborside  Community  School,  7:30  pm 

Saturday,  Noveinber  5 

Rainbow'  Walk  with  Lesbian  and  Gay  contingent 
Gather  at  10:00  am  at  Carter  Field  on  the  corner  of 
Columbus  Ave>  and  Melnea  Cass  Blvd . ,  March  at  1 1  ;00  am , 
Rally  at  City  Hall  Plaza 


For  more  information,  call  267-3759 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


Special  Introductory  Offer  on  Personalized  Holiday  Cards 


Petunia  ^ 
Productions 


^oto^a'phy  & 
ygr^hic  design 


our  communitY 


Ellen  Grabine^ 
Susan  FleiSchmann 


*  brochures 
beards 
9posters 


492-0091 


BE  THE  BODY  YOU  LIKE  TO  LOOK  AT” 

Personalized  Instruction  At  All  Levels 

•  BODYBUILDING 

•  MUSCLE  TONING 

•  AEROBICS 
• HEAVYHANDS 

•  POWERLIFTING 

•  CONDITIONING 

•  WEIGHT-TRAINING 

We  can  telcH  vou'  *  ATHLETIC  TRAINER 
we  can  teach  you  ^  STRENGTH  SUPPLEMENTS 
We  can  coach  you! 

1355A  WASHINGTON  ST.  BOSTON  MA  02118 -AIT-ASLaSIA 

COME  WORK  OUT  WHERE  YOU  CAN  BE 
YOURSELF 


Off-Season  Specials 


George's 

'  Inn 


Provincetown 

Your  Home  Away  From  Home 
Clean  -  Inexpensive 
Morning  Coffee  &  Mixers 

9  Court  St.  P.O.  Box  483  Provincetown  MA 


Single  Occ. 
From  $12 
Night 

Double  Occ. 
From  $20 
-  Night 

10%  Discount 
With  This 
Coupon 

02657  (617)  487-9005 


WATERSHIP 

INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 

stays  Tiiffhts,  get  the  third  night  free  7  winthrop  St. 
or  stay  a  week,  get  50%  ojf.  po 

Innkeeper:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

_ _ (617)  487-0094 _ 


AIDS 

Continued  from  page  3 

what  extent  is  the  Shands  Hospital 
responsible  for  McDonald’s  quick 
death,  if  indeed  there  was 
deliberate  and  unethical  mis¬ 
representation  of  his  medical 
condition;  and  who  will  bear  the 
costly  financial  burden  of  this 
epidemic  primarily  affecting  the 
gay  community. 

“Let’s  not  be  too  hasty  and  let 
our  anger  get  away  with  us,” 
warned  Britt.  But  he  noted  that 
McDonald’s  deportation  is  just 
one  of  a  string  of  irresponsible 
responses  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  “We 
must  try  to  focus  our  anger  against 
the  disease,”  be  said. 

—  filed  from  New  York 


COMMUNITY  RECOGNITION  DINNER 
For  the  Lesbian  &  Gay  Community  of  Boston 

Friday,  November  18th 
7:00  PM  at  the  China  Pearl  Banquet  Hall 
9  Tyler  Street  in  Chinatown 

Honoring 

Congressman  Barney  Frank  Urvashi  Vaid  David  Peterson 

Boston  Women's  Healthbook  Collective  AIDS  Action  Committee 

Advance  tickets  or  reservations  necessary.  Available  for  $10  and  $25  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop  or  by  calling  247-3910. 

Sponsored  by  the  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 
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A  Piece  of  Gay  History  Can  Be  Yours! 

Gay  Community  News  has  provided  stimulating  weekly  coverage  of  politics 
and  culture  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  since  1973. 

Subscribe  now  and  get  our  special  Tenth  Birthday  Party  Program  free! 
This  eight-page  tabloid  containing  ten  years  of  GCN  history  in  words  and 
pictures  is  available  as  a  subscription  premium  while  our  supply  lasts. 

□  Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  get  a  Tenth  Birthday  program. 


□  One  year  (50)  issues  $25.00 

□  New  □  Renewal 

Send  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City/State/ZlP _ 


GayCommunity  News 

?’**■*'  Co?' 


□  I’d  like  to  donate  S _ 

a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 


toward  a  free  subscription  for 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign,  in¬ 
cluding  Canada.  AMOUNTS  RECEIVED  IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERED 
DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


Formerly  the  HomophUe  Community  Health  Service  .•£  S 

A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men  ^  S  § 

and  lesbian  women  since  1971  <o  oq 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of;  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN: 

IF  YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accnuntant  *  liar  *  balti  *  bookstora  * 
dentist  *  dacMr  *  dog  groomar  :  hoM  * 
tawyer  *  puMicatisn  *  social  group  * 
switchteard  *  synagogus  *  tiMl  agent  * 
tberanist  *  youtti  group  *  or  any  other 
biu-.^ss  or  organizatian  specializing  in 
serving  gay  people,  you  need: 

GiDrELLOW 

nuiES' 

NATIONM.  EOmON:  USA  &  CANADA  StO: 
outside  N.  America  $12. 

NEW  VOM/NEW  JEMET  EOmON  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 
$3.50;  outside  N.  America  $4:50. 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  covers  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine. 
Maryland.  Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire 
Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont. 
W.  Virginia.  $3.50:  outside  N.  America 
$4.50. 


smumum  Mm.  aw  WIT  Mhai  auaw.  aOT-ML 

Wt  1MM.  M  fiooks  MM  dMcmWy  Of  firM  dm  imtf:  your 
famt  &  addrm  tiopi  stnctty  conWaitM  1b  M  i  businm 
or  oroanuabon.  mc  sumpod  sdf-addrmad  bunnoM'Sn 
tfwoiapi. 

Omttg  »  my  high  imk  clmrgu  tor  lerwgn  cohtchom.  Ml 
ptyirmn  fmn  ourstOo  m*  UfA  tmtsi  0$ut  US  h/nOs.  tty 
Mtu  (Mot  Moimy  Ordr.  In  Cantdh.  6AYELL0W  PAGES  « 
jwmM  trvn&tUOay  Baeln.  64SA  Yonga  St..  broMt. 
0nanoM4Y2A6 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospitai 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  pubiic  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 


Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 


Paula  Herrington 


Call  lor  More  Inlo:  628-9043 


Sliiliiii;  ScLik-  I  ncak'il  in  .SoiiK'IA  illn 


LICENSED  PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

BRUCE  E.  MASSARSKY, 

M.S.W.,  L.I.C.S.W. 

THE  DOWNTOWN  PSYCHOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATES 

PERSONALIZED  individual,  couple  and  group  therapy 

DAYS;  (617)  227-4896 

89  STATE  STREET 

EVENINGS:  734-2587 

SUITE  300 

BY  APPOINTMENT 

BOSTON.  MA.  02109 

HAVE  YOUR  LIFE  WORK  FOR  YOU 

^  Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

(617)  423-4235 

V  2  Park  Square.  Boston.  MA  _ J 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


Continued  from  page  13 

reacted  and  just  tell  you  how  I’m  feeling. 

Ed:  Oh,  I’m  really  glad  you  did. 

Warren:  I  just  need  to  say  that  I’ve  felt  a  lot  of  guilt 
and  have  been  putting  myself  through  a  lot  of  pain, 
making  myself  feel  bad  for  having  these  feelings. 

Ed:  Oh,  it’s  wonderful  that  you  could  say  that  to  me 
’cause  I  think  a  lot  of  my  friends  feel  and  have  felt  the 
exact  same  way  and  you’re  the  only  one  that  has  been 
honest  about  it  and  said  it  to  me.  Mostly  what  I’ve  done 
is  I  first  talk  about  it  with  people  and  it  seems  that  from 
a  medical  aspect,  one  can’t  get  it  from  just  casual  con¬ 
tact.  For  example,  sitting  in  a  room  you  can’t  get  it,  so  if 
you  and  I  don’t  fuck  and  I  don’t  kiss  you  on  the  mouth, 
which  I’m  not  going  to  do,  then  I  don’t  think  there’s 
any  problem  at  all. 

Warren:  Having  had  almost  every  sexually  transmit¬ 
ted  disease  myself,  the  fear  of  getting  another  one  is 
quite  gripping  at  times. 

Ed:  It’s  simply  the  fear  of  the  unknown.  It’s  just  that 
you  don’t  know  what  it  is.  No  one  knows  what  it  is.  I 
think  a  part  of  it  in  most  people’s  cases  is  a  basic  homo- 
phobic  underlying  theme.  Somehow  it  just  smacks  of  that 
to  me  because  if  it  were  mothers  who  were  getting  this, 
their  families’  reactions  would  probably  be  just  to  say, 
“Oh,  how  can  we  get  it  and  how  can  we  avoid  getting 
it?’’  and  then  there  would  be  a  more  open  thirst  for 
knowledge  about  how  they  can  still  be  with  the  person. 
Warren:  Like  pneumonia,  where  there  isn’t  a  moral 
value  placed  on  it. 

Ed:  Right,  but  with  AIDS  there  is  something  about  it 
that  attaches  to  all  of  the  shit  that  we  learned  when  we 
were  young — about  how  bad  and  dirty  and  sick  homo¬ 
sexuals  are.  So  it’s  very  complicated  and  I  don’t  blame 
you  at  all  for  being  scared.  I’m  scared  too,  and  I  really 
respect  the  fact  that  you  said  that  ’cause  it’s  hard  to  say 
to  someone  you  love.  It  means  a  lot  to  me. 

Warren:  Have  you  talked  about  this  with  your  family? 
Ed:  My,  that’s  a  hard  one.  1  have  AIDS  and  I  might 
die.  My  family  doesn’t  know  that  I’m  gay.  My  mother 
did,  but  she’s  dead  so  now  I  have  to  come  out  to  the  rest 
of  my  family.  It’s  a  double  whammy.  I  don’t  need  to  be 
going  through  the  emotional  stuff  of  coming  out  to 
them  at  the  same  time  that  I’m  in  a  hospital  bed  dealing 
with  death  and  they’re  dealing  with  it.  That’s  a  very 
frightening  issue.  It’s  really  making  me  look  at  my  life. 
Things  like  coming  out  to  my  family  are  becoming 
increasingly  important.  I’ve  been  dealing  with  a  lot.  I 
have  one  brother.  I  think  that’s  how  I’m  going  to  attack 
it.  I’m  going  to  tell  him  first  and  then  at  least  he  can  be 
my  buffer  zone.  I’ll  tell  you  how  it  turns  out. 

Well,  at  this  point  I’ve  got  to  go.  I’m  already  a  half 
hour  late  for  dinner.  I  really  appreciate  what  you’re  do¬ 
ing  in  writing  the  story  for  me.  I’m  glad  I  called,  I’m 
feeling  much  better. 

Take  care,  my  sweetheart.  I  love  you. 

Warren:  I  love  you,  too. 


FACTS  ABOUT  AIDS 

AIDS  is  a  new  disease  that  has  erupted  in  epidemic 
proportions  over  the  last  two  years.  AIDS  stands  for 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome.  It  is  a  disease 
affecting  the  immune  system,  a  part  of  the  body  which 
protects  us  from  assault  by  outside  agents  and  possibly 
certain  types  of  cancer. 

There  are  certain  individuals  who  are  at  increased  risk 
of  acquiring  AIDS:  homosexual  men,  intravenous  drug 
users,  Haitians,  sexual  contacts  of  high  risk  persons, 
and  hemophiliacs  receiving  blood  derivatives. 

AIDS  is  not  a  gay  disease.  It  is  a  public  health  prob¬ 
lem  that  potentially  can  affect  almost  anyone. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  do  not  know  the  underlying 
cause  of  AIDS  or  have  specific  treatments  for  the 
immune  deficiency,  there  are  things  we  can  learn  to 
minimize  our  risk  of  coming  down  with  this  illness. 
There  is  reason  to  be  concerned  about  AIDS,  but  there 
is  no  reason  to  be  panicked. 

The  signs  and  symptoms  of  AIDS  relate  to  the  specific 
illnesses  that  make  up  the  AIDS  syndrome  and  the 
changes  that  occur  in  the  immune  system  when  one 
acquires  the  disease.  Be  aware  that  any  one,  or  even  a 
number,  of  these  symptoms,  may  occur  in  other  illnesses 
— many  of  which  are  self-limiting,  or  of  a  minor  nature. 
If  you  feel  that  you  have  one  or  more  of  these  signs,  you 
shouldn’t  panic,  but  you  should  seek  medical  care. 

Be  alert  for: 

•  Swollen  glands  not  related  to  a  recent  flu-like  illness. 

•  Weight  loss  of  more  than  ten  pounds,  not  related  to 
dieting  or  increased  exercise  routines. 

•  Persistent  fatigue  and  malaise. 

•  Fevers,  sweats,  or  chills,  not  related  to  a  recent  flu¬ 
like  illness. 

•  Abnormal  bleeding,  bruising,  or  tender,  swollen 
joints. 

•  Skin  rash,  purplish  spots  on  the  skin,  or  unusual 
skin  lesions  in  the  mouth,  nose,  or  anus. 

•  Shortness  of  breath  or  persistent  cough. 

•  Headache,  confusion,  loss  of  consciousness,  sud¬ 
den  change  in  personality. 

—From  The  AIDS  Fact  Book, 
by  Ken  Mayer,  M.D.,  and  Hank  Pizer 
Bantam  Books,  1983,  $3.95 

If  you  want  more  information  on  AIDS,  call  the 
AIDS  Action  Line  in  Boston  536-7733,  or  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  1-800-221-7044  to  find  a  refer¬ 
ral  for  your  area. 


NAMBLA 

Continued  from  page  I 

to  interrogate  the  boy  and  that  he 
did  indeed  have  a  sign  above  his 
desk  that  read  “We  put  pedos  in 
the  can.” 

In  summations,  the  defense 
tried  to  play  up  the  concern 
Cooper  had  shown  for  his  young 
friend,  by  buying  him  clothes  and 
vitamins  and  taking  him  to  the 
dentist  and  on  trips  to  a  computer 
convention  and  to  a  raft  race.  But 
the  prosecution  sarcastically 
referred  to  the  defendant  as  “Saint 
James  Cooper”  in  final 
comments,  and  said  that  any 
favors  Cooper  had  offered 
Carlson  were  in  exchange  for  sex. 
Farrington  showed  the  jury  a 
picture  of  Cooper’s  house  and  told 
them  “behind  these  doors  in  that 
dirty  little  room,  with  its  dirty  little 
trophies,  that  James  Cooper  had 
David  Carlson.  Go  behind  those 
doors  with  David  and  see  him 
choke  on  his  words  when  he  tried 
to  describe  that  sex.” 

The  jury  took  about  five  hours 
to  deliver  the  verdict,  but  its 
decision  was  presaged  by  its 
request  to  have  parts  of  testimony 
reread,  especially  regarding  the  sex 
and  when  it  took  place. 

Cooper,  who  faces  twenty  years 
in  state  prison  on  the  convictions, 
has  said  he  will  appeal  the  verdict. 
Freed  on  $35,000  bail  posted  by  his 
father.  Cooper  will  be  sentenced  in 
the  same  court  on  January  6.  In 
the  meantime,  he  will  undergo 
evaluation  at  the  Adult  Diagnostic 
and  Treatment  Center  at  Avenel, 
N.J.,  a  prison  for  sex  offenders  to 
determine  whether  he  is  a 
“compulsive  and  repetitive”  sex 
offender  who  should  be 


Concert 

Continued  from  page  15 

ten  accompanying  him;  Sorensen’s 
own  renditions  were  imbued  with  a 
native  sympathy  for  the  music.  As 
encores,  the  John  Denver  fluff 
“Perhaps  Love”  was  a  disappoint¬ 
ing  intrusion,  while  the  melan¬ 
choly  “My  Buddy  (I’m  Missing 
You  Now),”  telling  of  intimate 
wartime  friendships,  was  an  in¬ 
spired  choice,  considering  the  con- 


Fight 


Continued  from  page  14 


That’s  why  I  must  fight  this  fight 
to  get  gay  papers  into  this  prison.  If 
a  gay  book,  sexual  or  not,  if  that 
book  will  help  a  prisoner  to  know 
them  seifs  better  so  that  they  can 
change,  then  I  want  that  book, 
paper,  what  ever,  to  get  behind 
every  prison  wall  that  stands,  damn, 
damn  the  price.  Alone,  if  I  must, 
because  one  day  I  will  taste  freedom 
again  and  when  I  do  I  want  to  know 
how  to  not  hurt  and  misuse  people. 
Not  being  ashamed  of  what  I  am 
has  helped  me  to  stop  doing  this. 

I  have  learned  from  Porcupine  to 
write  what’s  in  your  heart,  so  if  1 
seem  to  go  on  and  on  bear  with  me. 
You  know  how  I  get  sometimes, 
mother  mike,  but  1  did  warn  you 
that  this  was  to  be  a  long  letter 
(smile).  Are  you  sitting  down?  And 
if  you’re  laying  down,  make  sure 
you’re  not  alone  (smile  again). 

Well,  dear  heart,  it  is  1 :48  am  and 
I  think  I  should  get  some  sleep, 
don’t  you?  I  will  write  more  in  the 
morning.  Sleep  tight  and  not  alone, 
it’s  not  good  for  you.  Take  it  from 
someone  who  knows. 

Good  morning.  I  woke  up  think¬ 
ing  about  my  Mr  G.  [Bobbie  Lee’s 
lover  in  Lompoc]  and  I  wonder  if  I 
told  you  about  what  happened  to 
him  2ind  me.  Well,  he  and  I  just  got 
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incarcerated.  NAMBLA  estimates 
that  about  a  third  of  1 80  inmates  at 
Avenel  are  boylovers. 

Four  other  cases  Involving 
boylovers  await  trial  in  Bergen  and 
Passaic  Counties.  They  involve 
John  Stackhouse,  a  28-year-old 
nurse;  Vincent  Albrecht,  42,  a 
bank  controller;  Larry  Plunkett, 
40,  a  former  discount  store 
manager;  and  Chip  DeFeo,  a  part- 
time  journalist.  Albrecht  and 
Stackhouse  were  at  one  time 
members  of  a  New  Jersey  chapter 
of  NAMBLA  which  disbanded  in 
January,  1982. 

According  to  a  gay  activist 
doing  legal  research  on  two  of  the 
cases.  Cooper  probably  had  the 
strongest  defense.  At  least  one  of 
the  remaining  defendants  may 
plea-bargain. 

NAMBLA  spokesperson  Bob 
Rhodes  agreed  with  that 
assessment.  “I  would  expect  Mr. 
Cooper’s  case  to  have  been  the 
strongest  of  the  lot,  mainly 
because  there  was  less  subsidiary 
evidence  to  convict  him,”  said 
Rhodes.  “I’m  afraid  this  was  a 
relatively  fair  trial  using  an  unfair, 
law.” 

Rhodes  denied  that  Cooper  had 
ever  been  NAMBLA’s  recording 
secretary,  objected  to  repeated 
media  reports  on  that  point,  but 
confirmed  that  Cooper  is  a 
member  of  NAMBLA’s  steering 
committee. 

David  Carlson  will  be  the  star 
witness  in  three  of  the  pending 
cases,  which  will  also  be  presented 
by  assistant  prosecutor 
Farrington.  Carlson  is  currently 
under  observation  at  the 
Woodbridge  Child  Diagnostic 
Center,  a  psychiatric  facility.  At 
the  trial  in  June,  he  told  the  court 


cert’s  raison  d’etre. 

The  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
which  received  the  proceeds  from 
the  performance,  educates  people 
and  provides  hospice  services.  Jor¬ 
dan  Hall  was  less  than  half  full  and 
the  audience  consisted  mostly  of 
white  men,  perhaps  indicating  a 
need  for  more  outreach  in  the  face 
of  community  apathy  and  burn¬ 
out  over  AIDS.  The  price  of  tick¬ 
ets  (ten  to  twenty  dollars)  no 
doubt  had  something  to  do  with 
the  near-empty  balcony.  BGMC 


out  of  the  shower  and  we  went  to 
his  house  (cell)  that  is  right  next 
door  to  the  shower.  While  we  were 
in  there  putting  the  shower  things 
away,  I  asked  him  to  put  some  oil 
on  my  back,  like  I  always  do.  To  do 
so  I  must  lay  on  his  bed  with  just  a 
blanket  over  the  door  way  and  as  I 
was  laying  there  enjoying  my  rub 
down,  the  blanket  was  tore  down.  I 
said  ‘oh  shit’  to  my  self  and  waited 
for  the  cop  to  say  something.  All  he 
said  was  ‘get  dressed’  and  to  come 
down  to  the  office.  Then  he  left. 
Well  they  put  us  in  the  hole  [solitary 
confinement,  no  exercise,  no  visits, 
no  library  or  other  ‘privileges’,  etc.] 
for  a  week  and  then  let  us  out  and 
then  they  put  Mr.  G  at  the  end  of  a 
long  hall  in  one  cell  house  and  me  in 
another  at  the  other  end. 

The  reason  for  the  action  they 
took  (they  say)  was  engaging  in  a 
sexual  act  is  prohibited  and  pro¬ 
motes  conflict  among  other  in¬ 
mates.  What  do  they  think?  As  far 
as  I  know,  sex  does  not  cause 
violence,  people  do,  right? 

Well,  I  ask  you,  what  is  a  poor 
girl  to  do  if  she  can’t  even  get  a  rub 
down  without  someone  yelling 
about  a  threat  to  security  and 
discipline  (smile). 

OK,  on  to  other  things.  Yes,  they 
do  open  the  GCN  every  time  now 
and  I  haven’t  seen  one  for  a  long 
time.  And  yes  I  do  take  good  care 
of  the  big  handsome  man  of  mine. 
Well,  that  is  whenever  I  can.  They 
could  stop  the  rain  better  than  they 
can  stop  me  from  loving  him. 

Alright  all  ready,  I  will  end  this 
letter  now.  Write  soon  so  I  can  get 
your  (GCN’s)  lawyer’s  name  and 
send  you  the  things  that  I  want  to.  I 
am  committed  to  this  fight  all  the 
way,  come  hell  or  high  water. 

Mother  Mike,  do  you  remember 
something  that  I  said  in  one  of  the 
first  few  letters  that  I  wrote  you. 


he  had  tried  to  commit  suicide 
because  of  the  guilt  and  shame 
over  the  relationship  with  Cooper. 
“1  put  106  cuts  on  both  arms,” 
Carlson  said  at  the  time.  In 
October,  however,  Carlson  made 
no  such  claim.  On  both  days  he 
appeared,  Carlson  wore  short- 
sleeved  shirts  and  there  were  no 
scars  or  other  visible  marks  on  his 
arms. 

Church  Fire 

Continued  from  page  I 

appearing  in  that  day’s  Boston 
Sunday  Globe  Magazine,  “Behind 
the  Burning  of  Boston”  by  James 
P.  Brady,  which  quoted  racist 
remarks  allegedly  made  by  two 
highly  placed  fire  officials. 

According  to  the  article.  City 
Fire  Marshall  John  White,  head  of 
the  Arson  Squad,  stated:  “Arson 
is  a  tool  used  by  some  ethnic 
groups  as  a  means  of  showing  their 
disfavor.  The  people  that  are 
causing  the  arson  problem  are 
coming  into  the  city  looking  for 
welfare  payments.  It’s  a  migratory 
problem. . . .  The  Irish  move  out, 
the  blacks  move  in.  We’re 
probably  going  to  have  problems 
with  Cambodians  and  Vietnamese 
later.” 

Of  anti-arson  protests  such  as 
those  organized  on  Fort  Hill,  State 
Fire  Marshall  Joseph  O’Keefe  is 
quoted  as  saying:  “I  just  hired  a 
woman  to  deal  with  the 
community  groups.  She’s  black  as 
the  ace  of  spades  and  she’ll  handle 
’em.” 

At  the  press  conference  King 
called  for  the  resignations  of  the 
two  officials.  Flynn,  who  had  not 
yet  read  the  article,  called  the 
statements  “deplorable”  and 


could  more  legitimately  call  itself  a 
community  organization  if  it  insti¬ 
tuted  a  sliding  scale  of  ticket 
prices,  even  for  benefits.  Those 
who  can’t  spend  ten  dolars  for  an 
evening  out  could  give  less  and  still 
support  the  Chorus  and  (he  cause, 
while  those  with  more  money 
could  afford  to  give  more  than 
twenty-five  dollars.  An  interpreter 
for  the  hearing-impaired  would 
also  lend  credibility  to  the 
BGMC’s  claim  to  serve  the  com¬ 
munity. 


Here’s  what  I  said,  I  feel  now,  with 
all  my  being  that  it  is  time  for  me  to 
give  part  of  my  self  and  just  maybe 
my  words,  feelings  or  something 
that  I  do  will  help  another  gay  that 
may  be  going  through  what  I’ve 
been  through  and  am  still  going 
through. 

Day  by  day,  be  good  to  your  self, 
today  may  be  your  last  chance. 
Aways  my  self, 

Bobbie  Lee 

[Robert  Lee  White 
01835-045  Unit  L 
3901  Klein  Blvd 
Lompoc  CA  93436 


subsequently  joined  the  demand 
for  their  ousters. 

Although  spokespeople  for 
both  White  and  O’Keefe  have 
denied  that  they  had  made  these 
statements,  the  Globe  has 
announced  that  it  stands  by 
Brady’s  account. 

District  8  City  Council 
candidate  David  Scondras  also 
addressed  the  press  conference. 
Scondras  quoted  a  top  Boston 
official  who  in  1976  blamed  fires  in 
the  Fenway  on  “niggers,  faggots, 
and  prostitutes.”  The  following 


year  work  by  Scondras’  group,  the 
Symphony  Tenant’s  Organizing 
Project  (STOP)  resulted  in 
massive  indictments  that  sent  a 
number  of  Suffolk  County 
landlords  and  fire  officials  to 
prison  for  their  participation  in 
numerous  arson-for-profit 

schemes. 

“The  First  Church  in  Roxbury 
will  continue  to  meet  as  usual,” 
stated  the  Rev.  Thomas  Payne. 
Donations  can  be  sent  to  the  First 
Church  in  Roxbury,  P.O.  Box 
549,  Roxbury,  MA  02119. 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOIABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/cor|)orations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  021  lb 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Ploza 
E.  Orleans,  Moss.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Gay  Men's  Therapy  Group 


The  focus  of  this  group  is  intimacy— a  source  of  conflict  for 
many  gay  men.  The  group  will  explore  the  difficulties  in 
establishing  closeness  with  lovers  and/or  friends.  Through 
interaction  in  the  group,  members  can  implement  new, 
healthier  ways  of  meeting  one's  intimacy  needs. 

Insurance  accepted  •  Group  starts  mid-October 

contact  Jim  Fishman,  Licsw 
at  262-7633 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


behavior 
vJwl  oMociotes 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE 

•  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 

IMPLICATE 

•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 

Transformation  Through 

NEW  PARADIGM 
THEOLOGY  AS 

THERAPY 

MARION  B.  CASE,  PH.D. 

BOSTON  +  HUDSON 

»  ^  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 

PRIVATE  INSURANCE 

ACCEPTED 

(617)568-0680 

617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Lightning  is  boring 
not  unique 
It  strikes  so  often 
it’s  making  a  streak. 

A  string  of  break-ins 
one  two  three. 

I've  had  enough, 
how  about  thee? 

Let's  flee,  say  I 
let's  flee 

and  never  be  heard  of  again 
by  lavender  women 
or  lavender  men 
or  anyone  of  any  stripe 
in  Jamaica  Plain 
source  of  all  trouble 
source  of  all  pain. 

If  I  leave  it 

I'll  never  set  foot  there  again. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine. 

THE  RESULTS  ARE  IN! 

POETRY  CONTEST  WINNERS 

For  the  next  three  weeks,  one  per  week, 
we  will  run  the  poems  that  won  the 
GCN  Classified  Poetry  Contest.  Since 
no  one  sent  a  serious  entry,  only 
humorous  poems  will  appear.  Thanks 
and  congratulations  to  the  winners. 
Your  prizes  are  on  the  way. 


“  #1 

RARE  BOOKS  WANTED 
Dame  Ethel  Smyth  led  quite  a  life 
And  wrote  down  much  of  it. 

But  through  the  years  her  publishers, 
Alas,  have  not  seen  fit 
To  keep  in  print  the  lady's  int¬ 
eresting  tales  and  views. 

Of  copies  rare  someone  can  spare 
Therefore  do  I  seek  news. 

Five  titles  have  1, 

Four  more  will  I  buy 
From  the  first  one  who  offers  them 
to  me. 

Oh,  say,  will  you  tell? 

Is  there  one  who  will  sell? 

Say  "Yes"— I’ll  no  longer  be  gloomy! 


SHARE  ACTIVITIES,  THOUGHTS 
25  yo  br/br,  190  lb  GWM  premed  student 
sks  friend  who,  like  me,  is  conscien¬ 
tious  about  physical  fitness  &  school. 
Let’s  spend  time  together  to  make  day- 
to-day  life  happier.  POB  445,  Brookline, 
MA  02146. _ _ (16) 

Herpes  victim,  good  looking,  GWM, 
5'9",  140  lb,  23,  sks  relationship  with 
others  18-30.  GCN  Box  735. _ (17) 

GCN  Office  Manager  (Mike)  needs 
some  help  with  a  few  projects.  One  is 
doing  a  headline  index  of  past  articles 
in  GCN.  The  other  is  setting  up  some 
metal  shelving  for  our  archives  of  past 
issues  of  other  gay  publications.  If  you 
can  help  with  either,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. _ 

LESBIAN  PULPS! 

Been  reading  the  Ann  Bannon  and 
Valerie  Taylor  lesbian  pulp  novels? 
Learn  their  history  from  Maida 
Tilchen's  slide/tape  show— AND— 
listen  to  a  taped  interview  with  Ann 
Bannon— AND— a  BOOK  SALE  of  rare 
original  copies  of  the  pulps.  They  make 
great  holiday  gifts!  Saturday,  Nov.  12, 
186  Hampshire  Street,  CA,  $5,  doors 
open  7:30  to  8  pm.  Maida  Tilchen  will  be 
there  to  answer  your  questions  about 
collecting  and  enjoying  the  pulps! 

PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  H  u  rry . 

HI,  DRIP  DRY!!! _ 

Homosocial  Holland  Greenbook, 
wanted  to  borrow.  Please  call  Martin  at 
(617)  253-4080  or  write  GCN  Box  737.(17) 

Smart,  fun,  strong,  tall,  independent  & 
loving  woman  mid  30s  seeks  same  for 
adventures  in  Boston  &  the  wild 
beyond.  Like  walking  side  by  side.  Not 
enamored  of  bars  or  cats  (though  some 
are  worth  a  dance).  Box  1443,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (16) 

BOBBIE  LEE 

I  keep  meaning  to  say  hello  to  you  here, 
and  then  getting  caught  up  in  my  wor¬ 
ries.  I'm  sorry.  You  are  so  dear,  and  I  do 
think  of  you.  How  could  I  not?  Your 
beautiful  unicorn  plaque  is  above  my 
desk  (courtesy  of  Mike).  Hope  all  is  well 
with  you  and  your  beloved.  Mousie 
sends  love,  me  too. _ 

THE  CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS 

Hear  "Amazing  Gays,"  “Dyke  the 
Halls,"  and  much  more  on  The  Choral 
Majority's  greatest  hits  cassette  $6.00 
&  sing  along  with  The  Hymnal,  Words  & 
Music  $4.00  -I-  50c  postage.  964  Valen¬ 
cia.  SF,  CA  94110. _ _ 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 

Please  send  me  anecdotes  about  the 
experiences  you  have  had  as  a  result  of 
either  placing  or  answering  a  GCN  per¬ 
sonal.  I  want  to  write  a  piece  about  it 
Everything  will  be  done  very  discreetly. 
Tell  me  if  you  want  me  not  to  use  your 
name  and  I  will  definitely  not  use  it. 
Just  send  info  to  Walker.  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston.  MA 
02111.  Thank  you  very  much. _ 


GM  30  seeks  compatible  M  friends.  I 
am  bisexual  &  wd  like  to  share  my 
sexuality  &  friendship  w/sensitive  men 
who  like  themselves.  GCN  Box  738.  (16) 
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ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the  classified  rates 
go  up.  Any  ads  received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  pay 
at  the  new  rates.  (See  ad  form.)  This  was  a 
necessary  increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch  any¬ 
one  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for  your  patience 
and  cooperation. .  .and  your  money!! 


GET  SMART! 

The  rumor  is  that  folks  who  advertise  in 
the  GCN  Classifieds  get  whatever  they 
are  looking  for.  Try  us.  We  reach  the 
audience  you  want  to  contact. 


LESBIAN  PULP  LOVERS  NIGHT: 
Slide/tape  show  on  their  history;  taped 
interview  with  Ann  Bannon;  book  sale 
of  rare  original  copies.  Nov.  12,  186 
Hampshire  Street,  CA,  $5,  doors  open 
7:30-8  pm. 


Share  secluded  small  farm  w/  yng  M  or 
Ret  M  on  SS.  Small  stock  like  dis  Viet¬ 
nam  vet.  Nr  tourist  area  Rt  9  West 
Wore.  Good  hunt,  fish  area.  (617) 
347-3866  in  pm. _  (15) 

Sk  lesbian  bookbinder  who  offered  to 
do  my  Dickens  set.  Please  contact  me 
at  354-0650.  You  had  previously  house- 
sat  on  Willard  St,  Cambridge. _ (15) 

STRAIGHT  JOB  BLUES 
JLF  34  attractive  professional  athletic 
articulate  witty  discreet  seeks  mature 
woman  w/  broad  shoulders  kind  face 
for  sexual  encounter.  If  you  smoke  or 
are  in  a  relationship  or  hv  sexually 
transmittable  disease,  don’t  reply.  GCN 
Box  736. _ (1^ 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???)  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. _ 


FRENCH  VETNAMES  OTHERS  OK 
WM  59  sks  houseboy  25-45  no  facial 
hair  room  board/expense  allowance 
$150/mo  personal  relocation  Itr  phone  # 
nude  photo  to  TW  Box  93,  Bonneau,  SC 
29431. _  (16) 

GRADUATES  OF  HOFSTRA 

if  you  attended  Hofstra  any  time  from 
1952  to  1956,  please  write  to  GCN,  Box 
625.  I've  wondered  for  a  long  time  if  any 
of  you  were  like  me.  It  was  a  long  time 
ago;  the  Playhouse  was  not  yet  built. 
The  girls'  gym  was  a  Quonset  hut, 
remember???  Please  contact.  Every¬ 
thing  will  be  strictly  confidential.  It 
might  be  fun  to  talk  over  old 
unliberated  times  ...  Replies  sought 
from  both  men  and  women. 


Sensitive  GM  57  sks  same  in  40s  or  50s. 
Object:  Friendship  and  intimacy.  GCN 
Box  721. _ (15) 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  fo?  “crimes  of 
love”  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

$$HORT  $$TORY 

Mary  had  a  little  store. 

Louise  had  one  as  well. 

They  each  took  out  a  classified. 

And  now  their  coffers  swell. 

Try  a  GCN  Classified. 

Our  Ads  get  results! ! ! _ 

Greetings  to  the  fabulous  Flyers  and 
Fans.  The  "novel”  is  finished,  honeys. 
They  say  fiction  mirrors  life.  We’ll  see. 
Love  to  all,  N. _ (16) 

MARION 

U  called  me  evening  of  10/24  and  I  was 
out.  Tried  calling  number  U  left  but  got 
recording  number  was  disconnected.  Is 
number  a  Quincy  #?  I  live  thr  also.  Pis 
try  again  or  if  U  prefer  write  to  GCN  Box 
740.  Wd  like  to  hear  from  U. _ (1^ 

Lots  of  success  &  congrats  to  you, 
Chris.  Best  wishes  to  you,  Jil.  Keep  on 
writing.  Lisa. _ (1^ 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Single  lesb  intr  in  meeting  women  with 
kid(s)  to  share  our  lives.  I  Ik  movies, 
games,  outdoors,  books,  pets,  laughter, 
children.  GCN  Box  741. _ (17) 

Clinging  oak  looking  for  a  sturdy  vine. 
GF  40s.  Maine.  Wishes  to  share  life  of 
sanity  in  a  world  gone  mad.  Must  be 
bright  w/  sense  of  humor  &  above  all 
love  life.  Any  vice  OK  in  moderation. 
GCN  Box  742. _ (1^ 

OCEAN  FRONT  ON  GAY  BEACH 
San  Juan  condo  for  rent  weekly  rental 
of  handsome  twnhse  1  block  from 
Arcos  Blancos  &  across  from  Lutece 
$20  per  night  min  of  3  people.  In  Boston 
call  267-1619  or  277-5132. _ (19) 

PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 
GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  tun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry. 

ADVERTISERS,  PAST  AND  PRESENT 
AND  YET  TO  COME 
Greet  your  friends 
or  your  foes 
in  our  classified  pages 
and  you'll  be  remembered 
for  ages  and  ages. 

Be  counted 
a  midst  the  lucky  few 
while  we  still  have 
some  space  for  you!!! 

(Try  us,  you’ll  like  us. 

Most  of  our  readers  turn  to  the 
Classifieds  First!) _ 

PUBLICATIONS _ 

PEOPLE  POWER 

"Lobbying  on  a  Shoestring”  tells  you 
how  to  exert  political  power  when  & 
where  it’s  needed:  essential  for  acti¬ 
vists  &  advocates.  $7.75  postpaid 
MPLC  Dept  G  2  Park  Sq  Boston  MA 
02116. _  (19) 


GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we're  “invaluable.’’  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

GUARDIAN;  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (e^ 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

Free  T-Shirt  with  $35  mail  order!  An¬ 
notated  Lesbian/Feminist  bk  &  recora 
catalog  for  two  20'  stamps.  Womankind 
Books,  Dept  GCN,  10  W.  Carver  St.. 
Huntington,  NY  11743.  MasterCard  & 
Visa! 


Socialist-Feminism  Discussion 
Bulletin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the 
women's  mvt,  reproductive  rgts,  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  community  org,  wk- 
ing  women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available 
from:  SOLIDARITY,  A  SOCIALIST- 
FEMINIST  NETWORK,  725  O'Farrell 
#35,  SF,  CA  94109.  (415)  775-7213.  ($3.95 
including  postage.) _ (c) 

Special  issue  of  CHANGES  on  Femin¬ 
ism  published  jointly  by  Solidarity;  A 
Socialist  Feminist  Network  and  the  In¬ 
ternational  Socialists.  Includes  article 
by  Nancy  Wechsler  on  the  lesbian/gay 
movement,  Wally  Silanpoa  on  personal 
politics  as  well  as  articles  on  women's 
liberation,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement,  and 
more.  Available  for  $2.50  (includes 
postage)  from  SOLIDARITY,  725  O’Far¬ 
rell  #35,  SF,  CA  94109  or  from  Nancy 
Wechsler,  c/oGCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 . 


MOVERS _ 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 
Gay  owned  and  operated 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 

_ Tel  646-6540 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARKTMOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


APARTMENTS _ 

W  Som— spacious  2  br  apt  sunny,  wood 
fir,  nr  bus,  pets  OK.  Lease  from 
12/1-summer  only.  $550  inc  heat,  water, 
washer/dryer.  628-2447. _ (16) 


DORCHESTER  ASHMONT 
6  rms— 3  bdrms  recently  renovated. 
D/w,  disposal,  walk  1  bik  to  Red  Line. 
$550/mo  heated.  Good  refs,  one  mnth 
security  in  advan'  Xvail  Nov  1.  Call 
265-0348,  leave  message. _  (17) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

3  STORY  TOWNHSE  $79,500 
Boston,  E.  Jeffries  Point— brick,  all 
renov.  No  airprt  noise.  3  zone  heat,  new 
plumb,  new  kitch,  2-3  bdrm  20  ft  Ivgrm, 

2  bth,  small  landspd  yard-patio.  Sate, 
walk  to  subwy.  Overlooks  park.  Owner 
646-4690,  569-2205. _ (1^ 

FORT  HILL— ROXBURY 
4  story  brick  shell.  Negotiable.  427-0280 
or  524-4475. _ (17) 

TRURO 

Condominiums  in  the  woods:  newly 
renovated,  1  to  4  rooms,  seasonal,  near 
beaches  and  village  center.  Close  to 
Provincetown.  $20,000  to  $55,000.  Man¬ 
agement  Unlimited,  Inc  (617)  349- 
6516. _ ^ _  (20?) 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  sk  resp  &  neat  LF  30  -i-  to  share  spa¬ 
cious  country  home  near  93  &  495. 
Garage  W&D  all  appliances,  must  love 
dogs  (2).  400/mo  +  Vi  elec  &  phone.  Ht 
&  hw  inc  avail  Dec.  (617)685-2441.  (18) 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  to  build  fun  cooperative 
stable  home  nr  Davis  Sq  Somerville. 
Non-smoker.  $191  +  util.  Avail  now. 
Diane  or  Bonnie  625-3910. _ (1^ 

SOUTH  END— NICE  LOCATION 

2  GM  Ikng  for  3rd  for  sunny  spacious 

bedroom.  Yng  prof  sks  quiet  resp  ind 
$309  -I-  util  avail  Nov  1.  Evenings 
247-2933. _ (16) 

Prof  LF  is  looking  for  a  friendly  living 
companion  to  share  fabulous  2  bdrm 
apt  in  quiet,  sleepy  community  west  of 
128.  Smokers  OK.  Your  share  will  be 
$270/mo  -I-  half  of  utils.  Come  live  in 
luxury  &  style!  Call  481-4756  now.  (17) 

1  LF  sks  2  more  for  collective  house  in 
Somerville  1 10  -i- ,  no  smok.  Have  a  cat. 
Nr  T,  share  meals,  fun,  Karen  623-1556 
or  566-1967  btwn  8-1:30. _ (17) 

ASHMONT 

3  LF  sk  4th  or  couple  for  Ig,  beaut  apt,  2 

fl,  2  bth,  w&d,  w/  yd,  nr  T.  $130/mo  + 
util.  Lv  ms  288-3217. _ (^ 

FABULOUS  W  SOMERVILLE 
2  GM  sk  same  for  friendly/indep  house¬ 
hold  in  Davis  Sq.  Share  food  &  meals, 
chores,  etc.  $166  -f  util.  Non-smoker, 
no  pets,  please.  776-6377. _ (cj 

2  lesbians,  2  GM  sk  rmte  to  fill  their  fun- 
loving,  spacious  Cambridgeport  home. 
Pref  lesbian  in  her  late  20s  (at  least). 
Vegetarian,  feminist,  political,  collec¬ 
tive  house  w/  nice  yard.  $169  -i-  last 
month.  Call  Jeremy  days  at  542-0144  or 
leave  message  for  him  at  426-4469.  (c) 


BRKLNE  HOUSING  NEEDED 
3  bdrm  hse  or  apt  (or  4  bdrms  -t-  rmte) 
nded  by  2  prof  women  &  one  8  yr  old 
student  ready  to  move  now.  522-4392; 
522-3700  X  191  Diane. _ (1^ 

GM,  GF,  OR  LF 

Allston— to  share  spac  apt:  cats, 
smoke,  w/d,  250  -k  util.  Articulate, 
goodnatured,  over  25.  254-3218  leave 
message. _ -  (16) 

JP:  2  LF  sk  LF  for  vry  nice  5  rm  apt 
semi-coop,  warm  environ,  safe,  quiet,  nr 
T,  shops.  Sm  bdrm  $160  -k  low  util. 
524-3382;  734-1300  x  273  (N  i  kki).  (16) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Grp  formng  for  lesbian  mothers  &  their 
female  partners  in  childrearng  to  dis¬ 
cuss  issues  involving  raisng  childrn 
togthr.  Rubi/JR,  524-0034  or  Donna/ 
Mary  298-0914. _ (1^ 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 

8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft¬ 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  potiuck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  547-5038. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  (c) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  FI,  Boston,  mA  02111. 

Business:  $7.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $5.oo  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at$  perwk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  „  perwk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.(X) 
Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Name 

Address 


-City 


$ 

$ 

$ 


-State 


-Zip 


iPhone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Classifieds 


GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus-? 
sions,  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  iargest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep-' 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Spending  the  weekend  in  NYC?  Stay  at 
Women’s  Bed  &  Breakfast.  Located 
Central  Manhattan.  Private  bedroom — 
shared  bath.  $18  single/$20  double. 
Reservations  (212)  794-8645. _ (19) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

BEGINNERS  ACTING  CLASS 
Be  dramatic!  Let  yourself  out  on  Tues 
ngts  5-7  at  the  Mobius  Theatre  Boston 
begin  Nov  15.  Taught  by  Susie  Chancey 
&  Michelle  Gabo.  876-9170, 522-7377.  (17) 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Disabled  lady  living  in  poverty  desper¬ 
ately  needs  financial  help.  Caring  peo¬ 
ple  help  greatly  appreciated.  Cath  Box 
2204  Quincy  MA  02269. _ (12) 


RESORTS 


MASSACHUSETTS 

SPECIAL  OFF  SEASON  RATES 

Enjoy  P’town  in  Autumn.  THE  GREEN¬ 
HOUSE,  women  owned  and  operated 
guesthouse.  18  Pearl  St— Box  22,  Prov- 
incetown,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-2210.  I?) 

VERMONT 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill/x-country  skiing,  snowshoe 
walks,  &  a  cozy  wood  stove  for  keeping 
warm.  Bd  &  bkfst  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men— nr  Stratton,  Mt  Snow.  Reserv 
oniy.  Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
A  iesbian  retreat  4  hrs  from  Boston  in 
Vermont’s  Green  Mts.  Cozy,  firepiace. 
Delicious  veg  meals.  Country  hospital¬ 
ity.  Farm  animais.  Beautiful  hiking 
trails.  Call  (802)  533-7772. _ (14) 

CALIFORNIA 


San  Francisco.  Bed-By-The-Bay 
Bed-Breakfast.  Your  choice  of  50 
private  Gay  homes.  1155  Bosworth 
94131.(415)  334-7262. 


FOR  SALE _ 

CHRISTMAS  DING-A-LING 
It’s  a  red  and  green  satin  pouch  with 
belis!!  New-Sexy-Fun!  A  great  stocking 
gift.  Send  $13.95  pius  $1  postage  to 
Naughty  Nightie,  12  Beverly  Hills  Ave, 
Beverly,  MA  01915. _ (^ 

NEED  MONEY 

For  Sale:  Honda  350  CL,  on  or  off  road 
bike:  $400  or  BO;  Gibson  SG  Bass  Amp: 
$200;  Olivetti  Copia  II  copier,  roll  fed, 
wet  copier:  $150  or  BO.  Call  Sherry  at 
426-4469  weekdays. _ {c) 

For  Sale:  1970  Karmann  Ghia.  Engine 
runs,  needs  rebuilding  Body  fair,  in¬ 
terior  &  chassis  good.  $250  or  best  of- 
fer.  648-7612,  7-10  PM. _ (c) 

PAT  BOND  READS  ON  TAPE 

Pat  Bond  reads  “The  Songs  of  Belitis,” 
erotic  lesbian  poetry.  The  tape  is  $10 
plus  $1.00  postage  &  handling.  To:  Pat 
Bond,  211  Canal  #11,  San  Rafael,  CA 
94901. _ (^ 


GAY  RUBICS  CUBE 
Shows  6  hot  nude  men.  Great  gift.  Only 
$6.50  plus  $2.00  postage.  The  Shop, 
4216  Melrose  Ave,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90029. _ ^ 

Tiffany  Lamps.  Closed  Restaurant.  Will 
sell  all  handmade  stained  giass  lamps 
Call  431-7390. _ qt) 

VW  BEETLE  1969  descended  from  a' 
long  line  of  queer  owners.  Very  depend¬ 
able.  Starts  in  sub-zero  weather.  Tires 
good.  Rust  bad.  $300  or  best  offer.  Call 
Jil  at  253-4271  or  524-7390. _ {c) 

TRADING  POST 

We  are  beginning  a  new  category  for 
those  who  want  to  trade  goods  and/or 
services.  Think  about  it.  Maybe  you 
have  a  talent  and  you  need  something 
done.  Offer  your  skill  in  exchange  for 
someone  else’s.  Or  maybe  someone 
gave  you  a  coffee  maker  for  Christmas 
and  you  have  a  coffee  maker,  but  you 
don’t  have  a  blender.  So  offer  to  swap 
.  .  .  Got  the  idea???  The  only  rule  is 
that  no  money  is  to  change  hands. 

SERVICES _ 

COUNSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly.  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (20) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. _ 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ 

ASTROLOGICAL  COUNSELING 
Individuals  &  Couples 
Sliding  fee  scale 

E.Grabiner  492-0091 _ (16) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


GAY  MEN’S  WEEKEND 
Weekend  workshop  in  the  country  to 
explore  and  clarify  what  being  gay  men 
means  collectively  &  individually.  Call 
Francis  628-6988. 


Reliable  house  cleaning  services.  Have 
references.  Please  call  answering  ser- 
vice  825-6700  Steve. _ (17) 

WOMEN  SURVIVORS 
"I  Never  Told  Anyone”:  workshop  for 
women  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse, 
Dec  3-4,  10  am-6  pm.  Led  by  Ellen  Bass, 
feminist  poet  &  counselor.  Sliding  fee. 
Pam  576-2368  or  GCN  Box  743.  (19) 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You’ll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. _ 

COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
Who  want  to  take  control  of  their  lives, 
who  are  trapped  in  addictive  relation¬ 
ships,  unrewarding  jobs,  are  grieving 
old  wounds,  have  reached  an  impasse 
coming  out.  Also  for  couples  who  are 
stuck  &  struggling.  Please  call  Gail 
Koplow,  625-9006  for  free  initial  inter¬ 
view.  Oriented  toward  healing  depres- 
sion  &  real  change. _  (i9) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Fair  Housing  Investigator.  Requires  2-3 
yr  experience  in  fair  housing  or  civil 
rights,  ability  to  investigate  &  analyze 
tacts,  excellent  writing  skills.  Resume 
&  writing  sample  by  11/8  to  Boston  Fair 
Housing  Commission,  Rm  957,  City 
Hall  02201. _ 

CLINICIAN 

LCSW,  LICSW,  M.Ed,  full  time  clinical 
position,  experience  working  w/  gay 
men’s  community,  alcoholism  & 
resources  required.  Resumes  only  no 
calls  to  Clinical  Director  GLCS  80  Boyl- 
ston  St  Rm  855  Boston  MA  021 1 6.  (17) 

BOYCOTT  NESTLE! 

Looking  for  good  people  wanting  f.t. 
work  as  social  justice  organizers  for 
Nestle  Boycott.  Also  need  office 
administrator.  Join  new  action  cam¬ 
paign  in  Boston  area!  Very  long  hours 
but  meaningful  work  for  just  cause.  Liv¬ 
ing  stipend  &  benefits.  Women  and 
minorities  especially  encouraged  to 
inquire.  INFACT (617) 423-0709.  (16) 


TRAVEL _ 

TRAVEL— KEY  WEST 
Free  Brochure  &  Map  Include: 
Accommodation  s-Restaurants-Shops- Bars 
Write:  Key  West  Business  Guild 
P.O.  Box  1208  GC  Key  West,  FL  33040 
(305)  296-7535 _ (12-?) 


IMHMIlMllinifflHIHItllllininiHIIIHIIflHIIII 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEl 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Momoirs  of  an| 
Ansrchist). 


didn’t  have  much  luck  with  my  first  ad, 
so  I’ll  try  again.  In  prison  doing  time.  It  I 
really  gets  lonely.  Doesn’t  matter,  male 
or  female,  I  ju.*"  need  a  little  support 
from  the  outside  world.  Please  send  | 
photo  if  you  can.  Cindy  HALL,  837584, 
PO  Box  147,  Lowell  FL  32663. 

i  there  any  fern  ladies  out  there  who 
re  sincere,  honest,  lonely  and 
nderstanding,  and  interested  in 
leeting  this  lonely  butch?  I  have  a  lot 
f  love,  time  and  attention  to  give  those 
pecial  ladies  who  write  and  are 
incere.  I  can’t  get  letters  from  other  j 
risoners,  however,  because  this  place 
(on’t  allow  it.  Please  write.  Robin 
hawnee  JACKSON,  600728,  Box  A,  j 
akdale  lA  52319. 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER  | 
PROJECT 

I  We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they  I 
I  are  donated  and  when  money  fori 
I  postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal  I 
lads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting  I 
I  iist  because  of  limited  space.)  Littie  by  I 
liittle  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor  I 
I  power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to  I 
(support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
[bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
(contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks),  l| 
piease  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian) 
j  Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont ! 

I St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


SEX'  SEX'  SEX.'  SEX'  SEX!  S^.'/'J 
OK,  now  that  I’ve  got  your  attention; 
in  the  near  future  we  hope  to  put  I 
together  some  “Freedom’s  Just’’ 
(prisoner  writings)  on  these  topics,  so 
get  out  your  pens  (or  typewriters,  if  you 
can  —  double-spaced,  please)  and  stop  I 
worrying  about  being  a  good  writer  and  I 
I  just  write  like  you  were  talking  to  a 
friend  about  something  you  care  about.  ' 
I  (1)  Prisoners  writing  about  successes  i 
I  they’ve  had  with  changing  things,  and  j 
also  about  what  kinds  of  changes  are  j 
most  important  to  make  now;  (2)  case 
[iaw  on  censorship  of  mail,  and  on 
I  sexual  harassment  and  the  misuse  of 
I  ‘protective  custody’fsegregation);  (3) 
ipoetry;  (4)  writings  about  your  relations 
I  with  people  in  different  races  and 
|(econom/c)  classes  and  their  attitudes 
I  toward  gay  sex;  (5)  notes  onl 
{organizations  in  your  area  that  arel 
[helpful  to  prisoners  (publications,  legal] 
[help,  jobs  and  housing  resources  fori 
(parole  etc.)  We’re  interested  in  seeing] 
I  things  from  people  both  inside  and  out.( 
[Thanks.  Enjoy. 

got  your  name  out  of  No  More  Cages] 
land  would  like  very  much  to  receive 
jyour  paper.  I’m  a  lesbian  and  would 
[also  like  to  have  my  name  added  to 
jyour  penpal  list.  But  I  don’t  want  no 
Imale  writers.  Alberta  ROSE,  14434-C,  | 
1 1 479  Collins  Ave.,  Marysville  OH  43040. 


lATTENTION  TRANSSEXUALS!  I’m 
(looking  for  other  tran.ssexuals  to  correspond 
[with.  I  am  very  lonely  and  would  like  some- 
|one  in  or  out  to  write  me  and  help  me  deal 
[with  the  mental  anguish  and  macho  domi- 
jnant  attitude  of  this  institution.  Your  letters 
jwill  be  appreciated.  Dale  BRAKE,  7274, 
[Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


NOTE  TO  PRISONERS:  SINCE  WE 
•HAVE  ONLY  A  LIMITED  NUMBER  OF 
PAPERS  TO  SEND  OUT  TO 
PRISONERS,  PLEASE  DON’T  ASK  FOR 
A  COPY  FOR  YOURSELF  IF  YOU  CAN 
READ  ONE  THAT  SOMEONE  ELSE 
THERE  IS  GETTING.  THANKS! 


||[Here  are  two  poems  from  Tony  Dryden, 
I  who  would  love  to  have  someone  to 
llwrite.  His  address  is:  Tony  DRYDEN, 
|P0  Box  14  -  17789,  Boise  ID  83707.] 

I  The  morning  tide  is  strong, 

Ill's  waves  draw  yesterday’s  pain. 

I  The  sun  shining  in  my  eyes 
{{Reflects  a  memory. 

Hi  think  of  smiles, 

I  The  breeze  whipping  through  my  hair. 
{{Something  cool  and  calm  holds  my 
I  soul, 

1  Leaving  a  trace  of  peace. 

j/l’s  true  nothing  good  lasts  forever. 

I  We’ve  got  to  feel  good  while  we  can. 

[The  sun  opens  wide 
ndripping  leaves. 

Jl  see  a  mark  on  a  tree 

I I  have  not  known  before. 

|a  bird  is  startled  when  I 
(reach  for  the  trunk. 

1  The  skin  on  the  old  oak 
jls  like  rain  to  my  touch. 

]  The  path  of  life  has  no  end. 

I  Just  a  few  lines,  not  to  waste  your  time,  not 
I  to  blow  your  mind,  but  just  to  get  you  to 
I  pay  attention  to  the  next  few  lines!  I  like  to 
[read,  travel,  fish  and  swim  and  have  plenty 
I  of  time  and  wish  to  write  a  friend  (if  I  can 
Ifind  one).  Thanks.  Kevin  S.  HARPER, 
1 062020.  PO  Box  1500.  Cross  City  FL  32628. 


[attention  POETS!  WRITERS! 

I  The  Blackheart  Collective  is  still  looking  for 
pieces  for  publication  in  their  special  black, 
gay  prisoners  edition.  If  you  would  like  to 
contribute  something  send  it  to:  Blackheart 
Collective,  Box  1420,  New  York,  NY  10027. 
Only  send  them  copies,  not  originals  that 
I  you  might  want  back. 

'Just  for  our  Info  here  at  the  Prisoner 
.Project,  people  Inside  or  out,  who  fool 
they’ve  been  treated  badly  should  send 
their  lamentations,  complaints  and 
other  stories  to  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
Don’t  expect  replies  or  solutions.  We’re 
just  looking  for  patterns  that  will  help 
keep  the  penpal  space  active  and  a 
igood  place  to  meet  some  amazing 
people  (people  with  convictions!!). 
1  Thanks —  ■  -  -  -  - — 


LSIJLSUUUJLOJLO-SULO^ 

I’m  in  here  for  robbing  a  bank.  My  interests 
are  camping,  fine  arts  and  ballet.  1  have 
been  gay  since  I  was  about  1 1  and  support 
all  gay  movements  and  would  appreciate  it 
very  much  if  1  could  get  your  paper.  1  am  27 
and  anyone  older  or  younger  can  write  to 
me  anytime.  Well,  this  is  my  first  attempt  at 
this  sort  of  thing,  but  since  1  was  encourag¬ 
ed  1  did  it.  What  more  can  1  say?  1  enjoy 
having  love  made  to  me  and  I  especially  like 
gay  orgies.  William  THOMAS,  PO  Box 
1500  -060561,  -789,  Cross  City  FL  32628. 

1  am  a  gay  man  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
someone  who  is  into  the  movement  and 
would  like  to  learn  about  me  as  1  would  like 
to  learn  about  you.  Ron  ROUSSEAU, 
171281,  777  W.  Riverside  Dr.  Ionia  Ml 
48846.  _ 


Musician  in  prison  needs  to  talk  things 
,over  with  other  guitarists,  music 
teachers,  etc.  I’m  an  accomplished 
jfolk/biues  and  soft  rocker  but  need  to 
Iknow  more  to  write  down  my  creations. 
If  you’re  into  doing  original  material, 
let’s  share  ideas  and  notes!  P.L 
SCHMIDT, [Ed. Note:  the  guy  who  does 
our  ’Blue’  cartoons  in  this  space!), 
28939,  3-A-6,  M.E.C.C.,  18701  Old  High 
!way  66,  Pacific  MO  63069. _ 


1 1  would  like  to  personally  thank  you  for 
printing  the  editorial  in  GCN  about  the 
cruelty  to  prisoners.  My  sexual 
preference  has  brought  numerous 
beatings  and  violent  actions  from 
'correctional  staff  members  and  other 
prisoners.  Maybe  someday  articles  like 
that  will  open  up  society’s  eyes  and 
ears  to  the  discrimination  and  savage 
harassment  in  our  so-called  “rehabili¬ 
tation”  systems.  I  would  like  a  place  in 
your  penpal  space.  Thank  you.  Gary 
GARZEE,  PO  Box  14,  Unit  7,  Boise  iD 
83707. 


lit  is  very  frustrating  that  they  only  let 
the  GCN  in  here  every  now  and  then 
when  they  feel  like  it  and  don’t  find 
something  ’offensive’.  It  is  also 
frustrating  to  be  so  dependent  on  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  outside  for  being  able  to  talk 
about  being  gay  and  then  when  you 
don’t  get  any  response  to  your  ad  to 
think  that  maybe  nobody  out  there 
gives  an  damn  about  you  at  all.  I  am  a 
very  loving  individual  and  need  some 
one  to  smother  it  on.  Please  write  if  you 
can.  Thanks.  Robert  BARNASON. 
063503,  Rt  2  Box  13-A,  Immokalee  FL 
33934;  Mail  box  255. 


W. 


% 


THE  WQHWKIT 


“Let  Our  Lines  Work  For  You” 


TO  ALL  GAY  &  LESBIAN 

•  BUSINESSES 

•  ORGANIZATIONS 

•  PROFESSIONALS 

Please  Call . . . 

THE  NATIONAL  INFORMANT 


The  Informant  Offers: 

■  POTENTIAL  INCREASE  IN  SALES 

I  ■  FREE  ADVERTISING  OPPORTUNITY  | 

■  NATIONAL  EXPOSURE 

■  RENEWED  OLD  CUSTOMER  INTEREST 

THE  CIRTOURL 

OUR  NATIONAL  INFORMANT  TOLL  FREE 
BUSINESS  CONNECTION  IS: 

l-flQQ-25E-E55S 

OR  WRITE 

THE  NATIONAL  INFORMANT 

P.O.  Box  5923 
Providence,  R.l.  02903 


